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National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with
a low around 49. South wind
around 10 mph.

Thursday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 82. South wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 56. South wind between
10 and 15 mph.

Friday: Partly cloudy, with a
high near 81. Southeast wind
around 10 mph.

Friday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 56.

Saturday: Mostly cloudy, with
a high near 85.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 53.

Sunday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 81.

Sunday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 51.

Monday: Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 78.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 52.

Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 82.

Monday: High, 81; Low 57
Tuesday: High, 63; Low 49
Precip: Monday 0.31 inches

District looks
at capital outlay

From “BOARD,” Page 1

“We can’t keep operating by the
skin of our teeth,” he said. “Popu-
lar or not, it (capital outlay) can be
an asset to USD 315 and we have
to look at it.”

Board member Gerald Fulwider
said the recent budget cuts from
the state have made the board
hesitant to use the capital outlay
money without a levy.

“We’re basically paralyzed right
now,” he said.

One or more mills would have
to be levied to put money back
into the fund, DeYoung said in a
packet given to the board, but the
district has not levied a tax for
capital outlay since 1998. For the
Colby School District, one mill
would bring in about $57,000 a
year, she said.

Weber said that two mills, equal-
ling more than $100,000, would
be enough to compensate for some
needed purchases. This would be
in addition to the 47.9 mills the
district currently assesses.

Harrison said that, if the board
decides to use the fund, they need
to put out specific information to
the public on the amount of the
levy and its uses.

The district can let residents,
businesses and farms know how
much a 2-mill levy will increase
taxes ahead of time, she said.

Taxes are figured on the as-
sessed valuation, which for homes
is 11.5 percent of the fair market
value under Kansas law. For a ho-
meowner, on a $100,000 house,
this would equal 2 mills, or .002
times $11,500, about $23 a year.

If the board chooses to adopt
a tax levy, Harrison said, they
would first pass a resolution put-
ting it in place. Then they would
be required to post notice of it in

The board took no action on
using the fund, but told Harrison
to produce a list of the proposed
purchases and dollar amounts that
could be released to the public.

Area farmer Lloyd Thiemer,
who has often opposed tax in-
creases and bond issues, spoke up
to oppose a tax levy, saying the
district should not increase taxes
in the current economic crisis.

“We have to wake up too the
fact that we’re in a major depres-
sion,” he said. “We have to learn
to do without.”

Thiemer said he was not against
public education, but encouraged
the board to find ways to cope
with the shortfall while avoiding
higher taxes.

In other business, the board:

e Accepted the resignation of
member Joel Powell. Harrison
said Powell had not given a rea-
son. Board President Tracy Rogers
said the board regretfully accepted
the resignation with Powell and
member Kevan Taylor absent.

Now that vacancy exists on the
board, said Rogers, there are sev-
eral ways it can be filled. First, the
board must publicize the opening
and then fill it within 15 days of
publication, he said. They can just
appoint someone, take applica-
tions or leave the seat open until
the next election, which would be
in 2010. The board decided to wait
until the opening had been pub-
lished to decide on how to fill it.

* The board gave an apprecia-
tion plaque to Fulwider in recog-
nition of his 12 years as a member.
Fulwider was voted out in April
and Susan McLemore will be tak-
ing his place at the July 20 board
meeting.

e Ed Mills, the new president
of Northwest Kansas Technical
College in Goodland, visited the

VERA SLOAN/Prairie Museum of Art and History
The Great Plains Experience workshop at the Prairie Mu-
seum of Art and History got off to a warm start Monday when
the group of more than 20 teachers and history buffs toured
historical register sites in Colby. The first stop was the Colby
City Building, where Linda Davis-Stephens told the group
about the limestone, quarried in Logan County. The next
stop before lunch was at the Thomas County Courthouse.

Library
cake pans

get notice
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pans, and even a Sponge Bob
Square Pants cake pan.... We have
167 pans, plus cookie cutters, and
there’s about anything here any-
one would want.

“The people in this community
know how to cook, and they don’t
just run to the store and pick up
something they know how
to use roasters, too. There is an
electric roaster, a 60-cup coffee
maker, and an electric breadmak-
er. The bigger appliance items are
available for rent for $5 for three
days. But that’s not all. The library
also rents out reel-to-reel movie
equipment for old family movies,
a 70-inch screen and an overhead
projector.

“We are here to provide service
to the community,” Wilkes said.
“The use of the computers is free,
and the use of Wi-Fi is free, be-
sides magazine subscriptions and
movies.

“We’re here to listen to the pa-
trons and to be creative.... We do
this by providing what is not af-
fordable for one person, but ... it
makes sense to have it here.”
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