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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Dear Heloise: When packing for a trip, I won-
dered, for the millionth time, how I could PACK 
MY JEWELRY. An idea came to me to use a 
plastic weekly medicine box. The jewelry fit eas-
ily in each little section. I carried it in my purse 
and, for once, didn’t lose any jewelry on my trip. 
Hope this will help folks when they pack to head 
on down to Florida for vacation! I love reading 
your column in the Naples Daily News. – Deann 
Brickzin, Naples, Fla.

Deann, love your hint, and thanks so much for 
the kind words. I’ve visited Naples many times 
to give speeches for various groups, and I have 
always enjoyed being there. -- Heloise

    SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
    Heloise
    P.O. Box 795000
    San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
    Fax: 210-HELOISE
    E-mail: Heloise(at)Heloise.com    

CLEANING WOOD PANELING
Dear Heloise: What is the best way to clean 

wood paneling? -- Carla Magnotta, via e-mail
A dust mop that has a long handle is a great 

tool to use to reach high places. First, go over the 
paneling to get any loose dust off the walls. Next, 
attach a soft, clean cloth over the head of the mop, 
use a spray wood cleaner on the wall (spraying 
small sections at a time), then go over each sec-
tion with an up-and-down motion. This will clean 
and shine the wall without a lot of bending and 
back strain. Use this method for cleaning base-
boards to save your back! – Heloise

EASY-TO-FIND HOUSE
Dear Heloise: Many times in the summer, we 

have guests stay at our house, and they usually 
arrive after dark. To make finding our house a 
little easier for them, this is what I do:

I bought a green light bulb at the hardware 
store. On the night the guests are to arrive, I put 
the bulb in our yard light, which is in the middle 
of the yard with a flower bed around it. Then I 
tell them to look for a green light to easily find 
our house! Everyone I have done this for is quite 
thankful, saying it made navigating to the right 
house a snap. – Joe, via e-mail

IRON MARKS
Dear Heloise: I wanted to know what I can do 

to clean the face of my iron. It has some residue 
on it that, when the iron is hot, is leaving brown 
marks on my clothing. I would appreciate any 
suggestions. – Colleen Rebollal, via e-mail

If you still have the instruction manual for the 
iron, check to see what it suggests for cleaning 
the iron. If the iron is a steam iron, be sure that 
the water reservoir is clean and that the iron is not 
clogged. You might be able to remove buildup on 
the soleplate using rubber alcohol. Just dampen a 
cloth with the alcohol and rub it over the bottom 
of the iron until it’s clean. There also are some re-
ally good commercial iron cleaners that you can 
buy at the grocery store. -- Heloise
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Here’s a gem
of a storage idea

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Three spades. Game is likely, despite part-

ner’s minimum rebid of one notrump. With your 
11 high-card points and reasonably good six-card 
suit, you should therefore jump to three spades 
(forcing) to be sure of getting to game.

Partner should have either two or three spades 
-- he is unlikely to rebid one notrump with a 
singleton -- so you can feel fairly confident of at 
least some spade support. You plan to pass if he 
bids either three notrump or four spades.

2. Two clubs. The most you can expect to make 
after partner’s one-notrump rebid is a partscore. 
The two-club bid (not forcing) is designed to find 
the best partscore contract. You should feel more 
secure about making two clubs (if partner pass-
es) or two spades (if he shows a preference for 
spades) than one notrump. Hands with singletons 
usually don’t play well in notrump.

3. Two notrump. Obviously you can’t bid two 
clubs with this hand, and also with the preceding 
hand, because partner wouldn’t know whether 
you were simply aiming for a partscore or try-
ing to get to game. You’re very close to the game 
zone, but you don’t quite have the values to bid 
it unilaterally.

In such cases you invite partner to go on to 
game if he has a little extra. Here, two notrump 
serves that purpose ideally. It allows partner to 
pass if he has a bare minimum, and to carry on to 
three notrump with a maximum for his first two 
bids.

4. Three diamonds. Since you have an opening 
bid facing an opening bid, you must get to game, 
but since you can’t be sure of the best contract 
at this point, you should consult partner by mak-
ing a forcing jump to three diamonds. You plan to 
pass three notrump if partner bids it; to carry on 
to four spades if partner next bids three spades, 
indicating three-card support; or to continue to 
five diamonds if partner bids four of that suit.

 (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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