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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott . |Dr. Joyce Family Circus e Bil Keane
“) Brothers
) 4 . | ® Ask
g Baby's first | |8 Dr. Brothers

Mitfrf;’;g Playgroup mom

last rest. | favors one child

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am a member of a play-

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker group for toddlers, and we meet at each other’s

NO.YOU GET OH, YOU'RE KNOW WHERE I homes. Last week we were at the home of a
TOO MAPD EXAGGERATING. |I'LL PLAY, %%@ CAN BORROW A | Woman I don’t know very well. She had a little

AND THROW I JUST GETA

THINGS LITTLE UPSET

.
.
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W, babyblves. com
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boy and I have a little girl, both almost 3 years  oist by ing Features syna.

old. She spent the whole time criticizing her son ~ “iy =myerevseon .
and making him “behave,” while fawning over -..then my mommy said to daddy,

my child. What do you make of this? — M.T. ‘We’ll get rid of all the junk

Dear ML.T.: The mom’s behavior would have around this place-
made almost anyone nervous. While we like to
see all children treated equally, they very seldom :
are. Parents play favori?es, teyachei]s plgy favor- conqeptls sud.Okll ° Da_'ve Green
ites, and even toddler playgroup parents play fa-
vorites. What seems different about this is the fact 3
that instead of trying to spotlight her own child, 2 9
the mom chose to make an example of him.

Let me speculate on where she was coming 8 5 3
from. Let’s say her child is a bit difficult. Perhaps
H she already has been kicked out of another play-

group because her son doesn’t behave. So she
would be bending over backward to make sure
that doesn’t happen again. She identified you as
the most likely to be her friend — or perhaps you
were the most intimidating! It’s not a good thing
to do to her son, but you can help her to relax.
Comment on something good about her son — it 4 7
sounds like he probably could use a boost to his
self-esteem. With your lead, his mom may fol- 6
low.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My child is a talented, elite
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b HOPEFULLY,
HE'LL FORGET

‘[N HE TOLD ME

[ THOUGHT YOU HAD TO FINISH A
REPORT THAT YOUR BOSS WANTED
3y FRET THING

?% IN THE [ GOT
§ MORNING) (* A LITTLE
e DISTRACTED

BY THIS OLD
MOVIE

ANYWAY, I'VE
ALREADY
FIGURED OUT A
BACK-UP PLAN

[ PROMISE, THIS IS THE
VERY LAST TIME I'LL ASK A
FAVOR LIKE THIS...
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athlete. He is only 10 years old but has been com- 7y, is alogic-based num- [2]5]1]6]4/3[8[9]7
. ) peting at the highest level. Naturally, this takes .. 10cement puzzie. 9/3/6|7 2/ 8|4/1|5]:
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne a lot of training, traveling, etc. Now he is start- ThIZ goal is topenteranum- 7/8/4[1 5/9|3]6/2|
ing to c_ornplain about. missing his fri.ends, who 101 129 ineachcellinwhich |2/1117]9/8 6/2/3 4
You V Yol BUT FIR5T I HAVE TO MAKE DINNER.., & are starting to have outings to the movies, etc. He 01, row, column and 3x3 S 2 2|4 3 517 81K
HAVE A SHOULD BE ”‘ y also said the boys were making fun of his sport, regionmust contain only one 8|4 3|27 119|565
FEVER, . RESTING! ,' not a traditional “macho” one. What can I do to h / 316/215/9/711[4|8[
HELGA.. ? 3 make sure he keeps his eye on the ball? — B.L nstance of eachnumeral. 1419518 1 21617 3]
X °p y fm B The solution to the last [1|7/8|3 6 4|5/2|9]:

e Dear B.L.: I'm sure you are very proud of Sudoku puzzle is at right. Dty el * %

your son’s accomplishments. I know that com-

petition at the elite level is sometimes cutthroat,

and I imagine he has learned a lot about handling Crsr to ui

pain and disappointment, staying motivated and ptoquip

showing good sportsmanship. So, whether he

keeps his eye on the ball or not, I’m sure the years

spent have been worthwhile, and no one can ever

take that away from him. You probably have sac-

rificed much as well, as elite athlete moms do. X P O J DPVD IT Q v A A C Q F J I
But let’s just say it’s a new ballgame now. It’s

I%ngxr% TEGRST How | 1INT K BITSHE | g™ WAV SHE'S ing i by, which my o ongr b pres SONFJ DZCL DPZNO DSFRFVC
O.SSESS‘VE. HE DO P’CTUREOF ME TALK’N@ n(i)(r> i\izsi is(g? ﬁaécalfsr: ﬁgl Ev(;;asn oyk’lelr ineer::)ssesS Ollsl
@ ? TH'NK SHE 2 TOSGAEONE IN M‘\) . GOO@LE EARTH. might ;eed to see this as aptosittive de\t/elopthnt. CFON ) F XZTCL NV Q PO @
FOLLOWS ME PRONTQAR...UH-OH : ’ ) - Perhaps it’s even time to get involved in school-
) sponsored sports — as a natural athlete, he prob-

ably could succeed and find new excitement in a RVSIFNPOL DPO DSTDP.
whole different sport on a more casual level. But — Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: MASKED GUY RIDING
e o glvelp ee € AROUND  ON  HORSEBACK  COLLECTING

lete circuit? Cut your son some slack, and enjoy

him no matter what. _ PAST-DUE DEBT PAYMENTS: THE LOAN RANGER.
(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate Today’s Cryptoqmp Clue: D equals T

EVERRWHERE.

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard :
Bridge e steve Becker Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
MOM, YOU'VE Y OH NO. DID HE BRING UP) WHAT2 NO. EVER ..N HiNpsicHT, WP NG waY. 1M NoT ) West dealer
GOT TO DO THAT "STAR WARS ACTION SINCE DAD BECAME THAT IS. 7 WATCHING YOUR DAD North-South vulnerable. ACROSS 39 Exist 2 Stromboli 25 “I”
SOMETHING FIGURES" RETIREMENT [ A "NICE" COACH, WE'VE HAVE ANOTHER s 1 Hammer- 40 Shock spillage trouble?
. PLAN AGAIN2 | LOST EVERY GAME! CORONARY WHENEVER YK 952 head partner 3 Asian 26 Gabriela
WE NEED HIM TO BE ;ﬁgﬁz part 42 Manor nurse- of
WEST i EAST 5 Pina 45 At hand maid tennis
331()3 37'(6'2742 colada 49 Grand 4 Billfold fame
*Q105 €J987 ingredient story 5 Tubular 28 Diarist
#KQJ9 83402UTH * 8 Mosque 50 “— pasta Anais
eASS bigwig Blue?” 6 Swiss 29 “24
://tg)zl 108 12 Dalai — 52 Home canton Caprices
*106 13 401(k) for 7 Creche for
The bidding: - . } alterna- hippos trio Solo
Yot Dorth Bast S tive 53 Unrivaled 8 Dis- Violin”
. . Pass 4% 14 Unaltered 54 Skedad- penser composer
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts Opening lead = king of clubs. 15 Elliptical  dled 9 Hindu 30 Fix the
1 A Bi Pill 11 16 Show-biz 55 Part of royal sound-
THE MASTER NINJUA EMPLOVYING ULTIMATE | | How's IT GOIN®, TopD?] [ MOST NINUAS DONT “What d ;‘ttetr lqa,t(-) Swa Ot\iV d job the loop 10 Congre- track
5POTS THE LEADER OF [ |STEALTH, HE IS UN- g GO AROUND SAYING oL ean Ceee e 15 8 dUESIOn FVELY e 2 Mothers 56 Use a ational 31 Recede
THE RIVAL MARTIAL | |DETECTED AND PRE- AW, HOW'D You WHAT THEY'RE ABouT | clarer should ask himself as he embarks on the 9 i
ARTS SCHooL PARES To BEAT THIS KN%"I 1 ?WAr’ To Do...QuUT LOuD play of any hand. Here is a striking example that and wooden call 36 Tonic
GOY UP REALLY ERE Y = : . . - . . daugh- spoon 11 Small 37 Allow
| GOy A BAD illustrates the wisdom of asking this question be ters 57 Architect plateau 38 Cap
fore proceeding with the play. 18 Mexico's  |.M. 19 Kipling with a
South reached four hea}rts on the sequence national 58 Early poem propeller
shown, and West led the king of clubs. Declarer flower birds? 21 Univ. 41 Lind-
played the ace, ruffed by East, who then returned 20 Big lizard transcript bergh
a diamond. 22 Young DOWN no. book
Declarer won with the ace, drew trumps and newt 1 Nitwit 24 Mandible 42 Morays
led a low spade toward the queen. He was hoping 23 Apiece Solution time: 25 mins. 43 Location
West had the king, in which case he could later 24 Bit of 44 O.K.
discard a diamond loser from dummy on his ace banter Corral
°s ki 27 Marching hero
. e T of spades. But after the queen lost to East’s king,
Zits ° Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott South had to go down one, losing a spade, a dia- along 46 Phone
; ; mond and two clubs. 32 Khan title g call?
I ACCEPTING DENATIONS TO HONPO N TgA@E However, declarer could and should have made 33 Actress 47 Online
HELPSEND My ULTIMATE FRISBEE FEOPLE LIKE pIscol D. 0 tract. H locted t Iv the princip] Vardalos journal
TEAMTO CANCUN FORSPRING THATSLEEP CHARITABLE ¢ contract. He neglected 10 apply the principle g4 ceontrg) 48 Longings
i DONATIONSARE | espoused above. The fatal misstep occurred at ~
BREAK, AND T NONDER [FY 2 ‘ A point 51 West
L -) 0 trick one, when South should have ducked West’s 35 ynsteady of
» : king, knowing from the bidding that there was 38 Lettuce Holly-
4 z an excellent chance the club ace might be ruffed. variety wood
2 If West then continued with the queen, dummy CERE
{ would duck again, and if West played still an-

other club, declarer would duck once more and
ruff in his hand.

These three plays would enable South to
maintain the 10 tricks he had started with -- five
trumps, a spade, two diamonds, a club and a spade
ruff in dummy. He would lose only two clubs and
a spade, eventually discarding his diamond loser
on the club ace.

Before making a play from dummy at trick
one, South should ask himself: “What can pos-
sibly go wrong?” In the present instance, given
West’s three-club bid, the danger of playing the
club ace should be apparent.

The next step in the process follows almost au-
tomatically -- 10 tricks can be maintained by the
simple expedient of letting West win the first two
Goomama | club tricks.
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