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Blondie ® Chic Young
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

YV WuAT ARE

YollR DAY OFF 2

I THOUGHTID Y ...0R GO
YU PLANG Fog. | EITAER FANT THE © Vis(T
0, veo

{ N
, } WWWWW {l\m&&m

HE
GANG AT

TH
TAVEEN

et o 1
4

D&

World rights reserved.

cuRé
BrownE

2009 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Mother Goose and Grimm
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

SALLY’S GUIDE TO
SUMMER FUN

#5: GRILL AND CHILL
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SALLY'S GUIDE TO
SUMMER FUN

#0: MAKE EVERY
DAY COUNT
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Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts
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|Heloise

® Hints from
|| Heloise

Favorite hints

help taking trips

Dear Heloise: Here are a couple of my favorite
TRAVEL HINTS:

* [ always pack one or two tall plastic kitchen
bags with drawstrings in each family member’s
luggage. Dirty clothes go in the bag. Pull the
drawstring and put the bag back in the luggage
when leaving, if desired.

e I save the clear plastic bags my newspaper
comes in. A shoe can go in each bag. I close the
bag with a twist-tie and pack in the luggage. The
bags also can be used for wet swimsuits.

* My husband brings a little night light to plug
in the bathroom wall if it’s too dark in the room
when getting up in the night. — Ramona, Prai-
rieville, La.

All good travel hints, and a reminder to reuse
plastic bags, too. If you forget one, just grab the
plastic dry-cleaner bag that is usually hanging in
the hotel closet. — Heloise

BLEACH VS. CLOTHING

Dear Heloise: Recently, a writer suggested that
washing-machine load order should be dark, light
and then bleachable so that the last wash with
bleach deodorizes the machine.

This means that a bleach wash will be followed
by dark in the next cycle of washes. When I did
this, some of the dark clothes were ruined with
little bleached dots. It seemed the bleach was still
in the machine and came though the little holes in
the basket as the clothes were spinning. I ruined
many clothes.

Now, my method is to wash bleach loads first,
then whites and then lastly the darks. This way,
the bleach is cleaned out by the water in the white
wash and also cannot bleach anything. — Lorna,
via e-mail

CLEANING COUNTERTOPS

Dear Heloise: I have my original kitchen coun-
tertop, which is white laminate. Lately, I’ve been
having trouble keeping it stain-free. Can you sug-
gest something to keep it white? — Lenny Silver-
berg, Boynton Beach, Fla.

Sometimes older countertops, with wear and
tear, become susceptible to staining. Try sprin-
kling a bit of baking soda on the stain, dampen
with warm water to make a paste and rub, then let
it sit for a bit. Rinse with clean, clear water. This
may help. A bit of furniture polish or car wax will
help restore the shine. — Heloise

REUSING OLD MATTRESS PADS

Dear Heloise: When my cotton mattress pads
developed wear, I replaced them with new poly-
ester pads. However, they tended to slip on the
slick mattress, so I put the clean, old cotton ones
next to the mattresses and the new ones on top.
Problem solved! — Nila Boone, Rapid City, S.D.

EXTRA SEAT BELT

Dear Heloise: Usually in your car there are
only two back-seat passengers, but there are three
sets of seat belts. If you keep the middle seatbelt
fastened, then there is no problem in finding the
correct receptacle for the passenger who has two
seat locks on his or her side. -- Ellen Coppock,
via e-mail
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Bridge e steve Becker

1. You are declarer with the West
hand at Four Spades, and North leads
the king of hearts. How would you
play the hand? (Assume the trumps
are divided 2-2.)

‘West East

4KQJ104 aA08T
vs2 YAT63
K75 o4
SAG3 #K 95

2. You are declarer with the West
hand at Three Notrump. North leads
the jack of hearts, South following
low. How would you play the hand?

‘West East
SMAKI4 L X9
YAK YQ7653
®AQ92 ®854
K3 dAT42
Test Your Play

1. Win the heart lead with the ace, draw trumps
and play a low diamond toward dummy’s J-4!
This gives you about a 75 percent chance for the
contract, which is much better than the 50 percent
chance you’d have if you started the diamonds by
leading one from dummy.

The low diamond toward the jack makes the
contract whenever North was dealt the queen,
which happens 50 percent of the time. He has no
choice but to take the queen, and after you later
force out the ace of diamonds by playing the jack,
you will be able to discard a club from dummy
on the king of diamonds. Your only losers in that
case would be a heart and two diamonds.

Even if South has the queen of diamonds and
wins dummy’s jack with it, you are still in con-
tention. You have plenty of time later on to lead
a diamond toward your K-7, and if South has the
ace, you make the contract that way.

The suggested method of play fails only when
South has the queen and North the ace -- about a
one-in-four chance -- but in that case any other
method of play is also virtually certain to fail.

2. Here you’ve got a sure thing. Cash the A-K
of hearts, cross to the ace of clubs, then play the
queen of hearts and discard a spade. If North turns
up with either four or five hearts, play another
one and let him cash his heart trick (or tricks),
discarding one or two diamonds from your hand.
North must then hand you trick No. 9, whether he
returns a spade, a diamond or a club.

If North started with only one or two hearts —
unlikely, but possible -- you still have him on the
hook. After cashing dummy’s queen of hearts,
you next lead a diamond to the nine (or queen,
if South plays the ten or jack). North wins but is
forced to give you your ninth trick whether he
returns a spade, a diamond or a club.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Family Circus e Bil Keane
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“How long do | have to sleep before
a catnap becomes a people nap?”’

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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Difficulty Level % % % %

This is a logic-based num- |8/5|3|2 7 4]6|1|9
ber placement puzzle. 112/4/9/3/6|7/8|5
The goal is to enter a num- 9/ 76]/158|423
ber, 1-9, ineachcellinwhich 28175 9 31416

3/4/9|8/6 1|5|7|2
each row, column and 3x3 56 1la 27|93 8
regionmustcontainonlyone 2737517 8 91261
instance of each numeral. 7o 8l6 12354
The solution to the last |6|1|2|3/4/5|8/9|7

Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip

W WRSKWFJ] § BWUINJF UTTP
UNSU USBJX UNJ XBWEX TZZ
TZ XTYQ ZQYWUX RWKNU@

KJu ISPPJIC § PIRTF SWC.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SUPPOSING SOME
COINED MONEY WAS BECOMING REALLY
THREATENED, WOULD THAT BE ENDANGERED
SPECIE?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals O

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 35 Pre-swan DOWN 21 Baikal,
1 Volcano 36 “All 1 Dhabi for one
output in the preceder 22 Fret
4 One of Family” 2 Try the 23 Weaponry
the Three spin-off tea 25 Form
Bears 37 Shackles 3 Abduc- rings
8 Slaughter a perp tees 26 Vaccinate
of base- 40 Have 4 Bosc 27 Crucifix
ball lore coming and 28 Parsley
12 Story of a 41 “Yeah, Bartlett partner?
lifetime? right!” 5 Related 30 Witty
13 Scratches 42 Runs a 6 Apiece ones
(out) meeting 7 Fool 33 Short-
14 Anger with 8 Proof- necked
15 In the someone reader’s seabird
attic, else finds 34 Poet
maybe 46 Gilpin of 9 Depilatory Teasdale
17 Anger “Frasier” brand 36 “Real
18 At bat, so 47 Initial 10 Eyeball Time
to speak stake 11 Appear With Bill
19 Seraglio 48 Menag- 16 Brits’ -
group erie subway 37 Part
20 Thick 49 Paradise 19 Greet of a
chunks 50 Indigent the Batsuit
22 Be patient 51 Grown-up villain 38 Second-
24 Senate elver 20 Tater hand
employee  gqytion time: 25 mins. 39 Confla-
25 Pirates TaTh gration
29 Luau xILie| 40 Prefix
music- T[E[™ with
maker E | plasm
30 Conficker . = ? 42 Upper
et al. o =TEly limit
31 Extinct N s[T[e| 43 Yoko of
bird S music
32 Gives up O] 1 44 Shad
hope NI K delicacy
34 Urban B[E[E E| 45 Scale
pall Yesterday’s answer 5-8 member
1 [2 |3 4 |5 |6 |7 9 |10 [11
12 I13
15 16
-
20 |21
24
29
32

44 |45

46 48

49 51

5/8/09 8:48:46 AM ‘



