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Dn’ let scandal
change behavior

I'live in a very small town. Recently, I’ve been
accused of some financial discrepancies, of which
I am completely innocent. I didn’t really think
it was that big a deal — until I saw my picture
on the front page of this morning’s paper with
a quote about a former employee’s accusations
underneath! Later on, the story was on the radio
too. With all this attention, even I’m beginning to
doubt my innocence. What should I do? — L.C.

Dear L.C.: Being at the center of a scandal is
tricky business for those caught in the limelight.
You may start to act awkward and nervous even
if you have nothing to hide. You begin to second-
guess how an innocent person would act in your
shoes, and wind up looking guilty instead. Think-
ing about how you should act enters you into a
horrible cycle of psyching yourself out — that’s
why I recommend that you try not to go there.
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what we’ve all been seeing on the news recently.
Bosses taking big cash bonuses for themselves
while leaving their employees and stockholders in
the lurch appears to be a commonplace symptom
of our current dire economy. But in recognizing
what’s going on, you can take steps before you
find yourself without a job. You need to channel
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matter how good an employee we may be, our
employer does not owe us a lifetime position.
Harsh as it sounds, loyalty is not part of the con-
tract. You may feel entitled to your job, but some-
times fidelity to your workplace is just a one-way
street. Dust off that old resume and freshen it up
with all the skills and talents you’ve acquired
through the years.
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freakish distribution rather than high cards.

Ordinarily, declarer would have made the slam
despite West’s powerful hand. For example, let’s
suppose West had led the king of spades, which
seems the natural thing to do.

In that case, South would trump the spade and
ruff three hearts in dummy, returning each time
to his hand with a ruff. He would then cash the
A-Q of trumps and concede a heart to West’s ace
to score 12 tricks.

But Bellentani, recognizing that both oppo-
nents were bidding on distribution, decided to re-
duce declarer’s crossruff potential. Accordingly,
he chose the king of diamonds as his opening
lead! After this start, declarer could ruff only two
hearts in dummy, and he eventually lost two heart
tricks to go down one.
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