
The couple said they use Sweep-
stakesToday.com to find the con-
tests they enter.

Della said the website puts 
sweepstakes and contests all on 
one site with a forum with tips on 
entering. They have also won an 
iPod and a rechargeable razor.

Red picked up the Dodge pick-
up from Taylor about the time that 
Della left to go to Hester House 
in Benkelman, Neb., for reha-
bilitation therapy to build some 
strength, especially in her hands.

“I got good physical therapy 
there and got exercises to do at 
home,” she said. “I would have 

liked to stay longer, but I had to 
get back to continue my treat-
ments for bladder cancer.” 

This is her second round of can-
cer treatment, she said. After the 
treatment, she would like to return 
to Benkleman for more therapy. 

“I looked forward to the mail 
I got at the old folks’ home,” she 
said with a laugh. “The cancer was 
pretty localized.”

In good weather, Della said, 
she rides her motorized scooter 
around town to run errands. She 
has multiple sclerosis and is no 
longer able to walk.

Della said she didn’t know if 
she would get to ride in the truck, 
but Red thought he could figure 

out a way.
“He takes good care of me,” 

said Della. “I’m a full-time job.”
Red retired from the Goodland 

city Public Works Department in 
2002. Della said they traveled a 
couple of months after that, visit-
ing 15 states including Maine. 

The next year, she said, they 
went to southern California.

The couple said they didn’t 
know where they would go in the 
new pickup. Della said she would 
like to go see Red’s mother, Beu-
lah Roberts, in Ness City, who 
will have her 100th birthday in 
September, but they really didn’t 
know where their next big adven-
ture might be.
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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a 

low around 37. North wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph.

Tuesday: Increasing clouds, 
with a high near 73. Breezy, 
with a south wind 5 to 10 mph 
increasing to between 20 and 25 
mph. Winds could gust as high 
as 30 mph.

Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 45. Breezy, 
with a southeast wind between 
20 and 25 mph, with gusts as 
high as 30 mph.

Wednesday: Isolated show-
ers and thunderstorms after 1 
p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 71. Windy, with a south 
wind between 20 and 30 mph, 
with gusts as high as 40 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 20 
percent.

Wednesday Night: A 20 per-
cent chance of showers and 
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy 
and windy, with a low around 
47.

Friday: High, 58; Low 27
Saturday: High, 60; Low 34
Sunday: High, 42; Low 37
Precip: Friday 0.00 inches
 Saturday 0.25 inches
 Sunday 0.31 inches
 Month: 0.67 inches
 Year:   1.85 inches
 Normal:  3.89 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential roofs
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit
Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Tom Sharp - Sales
       (785) 672-5245

Jim Murray - Owner
       (785) 443-1339

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call 

Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

BOOK SPRING 
BREAK NOW!

Call for Bus Tours Schedules.

Air & Hotel
Park Passes, Air & Hotel

Round Trip Travel

$800

Strength.     Stability.     Service.
And us.

That’s what you can count 
on. We’re in the business 
of helping people just like 
you through all stages of 
life with insurance and 
financial products. To 
learn more call today.www.fbfs.com

Auto   /    Home    /    Life    /    Business   /   College   /   Retirement

David L. Browne III
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby

Adriane Sims
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby (785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance • Investments

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, ILP087054 10/08

Proud sponsor of the NFL

IT’S SATURDAY NIGHT, BUT I’M 

FEELIN’ 
KINDA SUNDAY

When you’re there, State Farm’s there, 
    for the best day of the week.

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

A GOOD SIGN 
 EVEN IN TIMES LIKE THESE.

Everyone’s looking for an encouraging sign in today’s economy. The fact is, they’ll
see one in over 17,500 locations across North America. Because for over 86 years,
State Farm® agents have been there helping people protect the things that matter most.
That’s why more people trust State Farm. And we consider that a very good sign.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
                  STATE FARM IS  THERE.®

P R O V I D I N G  I N S U R A N C E  A N D  F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
State Farm, Bloomington ILP087082  11/08
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SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S
1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999

Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most 
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL 
CARE

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofi ng Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modifi ed Systems

Place 
Your Ad 

Here!
Call

 Jasmine 
or 

Heather 
Today!

785-462-3963

VISIT
Prairie Museum 
of Art & History

9-5 M-F
1-5 Sat. & Sun.

Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays

*World Class Kuska Collection
*Kansas KIDS Corner
*Cooper Barn 
      an 8 Wonder of KS Architecture
*Hands on HIGH PLAINS HISTORY
*Prairie Museum Art

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

www.prairiemuseum.orgwww.cumuluscomputers.com

Check Out Our Great Prices!
• Computer repair
• Custom-built PC’s

• Networking
• Consulting

• Software upgrades
• Hardware upgrades

From “MUSIC,” Page 1

From “trUCk,” Page 1

Music is life’s theme
here in 1975, she has filled of-
fices from second vice president 
to president. She has gone through 
the offices in PEO since joining 
the group in 1997, and has been 
a member and officer for Pi Gam-
ma, a community service club, 
since 1974.

Besides a passion for volunteer 
work, her love of the arts led to her 
involvement with Western Plains. 
She has served the group since 
1999. She was also instrumental 
in getting the regional Pride of the 
Plains Orchestra on its feet.

Kriss is an accomplished pia-
nist. Her love of piano is no ac-
cident. She lived with her grand-
parents the first two years of her 
life because of her mother’s ill 
health and her grandfather, a 
music teacher, spent lots of time 
with her. Kriss said her mother, 
Dora George, had tuberculosis at 
the time of her birth, and her dad, 
Max, was away in the military, so 
the new baby was placed in the 
care of her grandparents. 

 When her dad returned, he and 
his brothers, known as the Five 
George Brothers, sang for lots of 
gatherings. Kriss said she was just 
destined to a life of music.

The family moved to Colby 
when Kriss was 3 to be near her 
dad’s family, She grew up in Col-
by, and as a youngster took piano 
lessons through the school. She 
said most of her time after school 
was spent practicing. 

Her passion for the piano earned 
her the Kansas Music Teachers 
Association Outstanding Teacher 
award in 1999. She now is state 
president of that organization.

Kriss said she has taught nearly 
500 piano students in her career. 

“Now I’m having kids whose 
parents are former students,” she 
said, “and there are 40 active stu-

dents now.” She is a member of the 
Northwest Piano Teachers League 
and the National Music Teachers 
Association. She has served as a 
gubernatorial appointee on the 
Kansas Arts Commission.

Kriss said her love of public 
service began in high school. 

“The school didn’t have girls 
sports when I was in school,” she 
said, “but there were lots of places 
in the community for kids to vol-
unteer, so that’s what I did. I liked 
it, and I saw the value in it.”

When Citizens Medical Center 
organized, Kriss said, she jumped 
in with both feet. She served on 
the hospital’s advisory board from 
1986 to 1993, the endowment 
committee from 1988 to 1991, the 
foundation board from 1993 to her 
retirement April 2, and the corpo-
ration membership board from 
1993 to present.

Kriss said she has lived in Col-
by since she was 3, except for at-
tending Kansas State University, 
and when her husband Joel served 
with the infantry in Vietnam. He is 
a retired lawyer and farmer.

The will be moving to Manhat-
tan soon to be near their children 
and grandchildren. 

“The move is being made a lot 
easier because Mom and Dad are 
moving to nearby Junction City,” 
she said, “so looking in on them 
often will be real easy to do.”

The Kriss’ son, Joel Lee Kriss, 
an engineer, lives in Silver Lake 
with wife Dawn and daughters 
Kelsey and Kenzie. Daughter 
Kristy Lowe is a physical thera-
pist living in Olathe with husband 
Todd and daughter, Evelyn.

It’s really hard to leave Colby, 
Kriss said, “but it will be so fun to 
be close to the grandkids and be 
involved in their school events.... 
We’ll be back from time to time, 
but Colby will always be my 
hometown.”

ANDY HEINTZ/Colby Free Press
Red Helzer looked pleased as punch when he picked up his brand-new truck on March 25 at 
Taylor Motors in Colby.

Winners get to ‘build’ pickup


