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SARGE! LOOK AT You!
WORKON THAT STOMACH!
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Dear Heloise: 1 love your VINEGAR AND
WATER KITCHEN SPRAY and use it all the
time. But, my husband strongly objects to the
vinegar smell. Can you suggest a way to make it
smell better? — Pauline Sterin, Harwood, Md.

I sure can, Pauline. Just add a few drops of
essential oil to 1/2 cup of white vinegar and 1/2
cup of water, and you’ll have your own custom-
made, pleasant-smelling kitchen cleaner. My fa-
vorite essential oil is lavender, but you can use
orange oil, peppermint, eucalyptus or whichever
fragrance you prefer. You usually can find essen-
tial oils in the pharmacy or health-food section at
the store.

Just pour the mixture into a labeled spray bot-
tle and you’re ready to clean your countertops
(not marble), refrigerator, microwave and other
appliances. I have many easy-to-make home-
made cleaning solutions that you can have the
formulas for by sending $5 and a long, self-ad-
dressed, stamped (59 cents) envelope to: Helo-

© 2009 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“I think 1 might’ve caught global
warming.”
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TRAVEL HINT

Dear Heloise: For those who fear falling in the
shower when traveling, buy a roll of skid-free,
rubberized shelf liner and cut it as needed to fit
the tub. It takes up no room in your suitcase, can
be used to cushion things like a camera and can be
tossed or reused. — Judy Logan, Lyman, Maine

SUBSTITUTE ROLLING PIN

Dear Heloise: I was baking a pie with my
grandson, had prepared the pastry and was letting
it rest in the fridge when I realized I had loaned
my rolling pin to a neighbor. I pulled out a roll of
plastic wrap and used this as a rolling pin. It was
sturdy, and when I was finished, I just tore the
used plastic wrap off the roll and put it away.

— Ann Long, via e-mail

GPS SAFETY

Dear Heloise: We recently had our GPS stolen
from our vehicle. I realized that our home address
was in the machine for the criminal to see. We
now put in an intersection near our home as the
home address in the GPS. That way, no one could
find out where we live, and we still can get home
safely. — Steve, Erie, Pa.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN  ACTRESS
DUNAWAY DRESSED UP AS ST. NICK LAST YEAR,
I SUPPOSE FOLKS CALLED HER SANTA FAYE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals H

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

HEY, YOU'RE RIGHT!

Bridge e steve Becker
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8-7-x or Q-10-8-7-x. (With K-Q-10-7-x, he pre-
sumably would have led the king.)

THE CAR IS INSURED OUR INSURANCE ONLy PAYE SORRY TULTRY The best way of dealing with these three pos-
ﬁﬁ%ﬁg ?Al‘zﬁ'é %mﬁ%ﬁﬁz TI;OEGBTER%EE sibilities -- which constitute the only real threat
GET THETAIL - NEXT TIME. to the contract -- is to go up with the ace at trick

one. This play fails in the first case, but succeeds
in the other two cases even when North has the
spade king.

The reason for rising with the ace is that it
blocks the defenders’ hearts if South started with
the K-x or Q-x, while ducking the opening heart
lead permits South to win and return a heart, un-
blocking the suit.
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