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Kansas will lose a one-time fed-
eral grant of at least $11.2 million
and an annual appropriation of
nearly a half-million dollars if it
doesn’t have primary seat belt law
in place by June 30.

The state is closer than it has
ever been to enacting an all-ages,
primary seat belt law after passage
of Senate Bill 59 on Feb. 19. But
the bill, which has since moved
to the House, is now at risk of
not even being considered by that
chamber.

“With our state economy in tur-
moil and revenue estimates regu-
larly falling below expectations,
this is no time to be walking away
from millions of dollars that can
be used for important improve-
ments to our highways,” said Sec-
retary Deb Miller of the Kansas
Department of Transportation.

The primary law would allow
officers to stop a vehicle solely for
a seat belt violation. The current
law is primary for those under 18,
but only secondary for all others,
which means adult drivers cannot
be stopped solely for a seat belt
violation.

Kansas has a seat belt usage rate
of about 77 percent, considerably
lower than the 87 percent compli-
ance rate of states that have a pri-
mary law. Based on the experience
of other states, Kansas could ex-
pect to have a 10 percent increase
in seat belt usage after passage of
a primary law.

Two-thirds of those who die in
traffic crashes in Kansas aren’t
wearing seat belts.

Under provisions of the fed-
eral transportation program set to
expire this year, states that have

National Weather Service
Tonight: Patchy fog after 1
a.m. Otherwise, mostly cloudy,
with a low around 43. Southeast
wind between 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1 p.m. Patchy fog
before 10 a.m. Otherwise, mostly
cloudy, with a high near 72. East
wind between 5 and 15 mph.

Saturday Night: A 30 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms before 1 a.m. Patchy fog
after 1 a.m. Otherwise, mostly
cloudy, with a low around 45.
Breezy, with a south wind be-
tween 15 and 20 mph, with gusts
as high as 30 mph.

Sunday: Patchy fog before
10 a.m. Otherwise, partly sunny,
with a high near 80. Breezy, with
a south wind between 10 and 20
mph, with gusts as high as 30
mph.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy
and breezy, with a low around
48.

Monday: A slight chance of
showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near
67. Chance of precipitation is 20
percent.

Monday Night: A chance of
rain and snow showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 34.
Chance of precipitation is 30
percent.

Thursday: High, 63; Low 35
Precip: Thursday 0.00 inches

Month: 0.00 inches )
Year: 0.64 inches enacted a primary seat belt law
Normal: 2 15 inches by June 30 receive a one-time

payment from the federal govern-

K-State Experiment Station
( P ) ment. Kansas will receive $11.2

Failure to pass law
requiring seat belts
will cost state money

million if it passes a primary law
and could receive more if other
states forfeit their grant by fail-
ing to pass such a law. There are
23 states, including Kansas, that
don’t have such a law.

One million dollars of the grant
must be used on behavioral educa-
tion programs and the remainder
can be used on highway projects.
In addition, the state would re-
ceive $465,000 annually for hav-
ing a primary law.

“While the money is important,
the real benefit of a primary seat
belt law is that it will save about
30 lives and prevent 300 serious
injuries each year,” Secretary
Miller said.

“I don’t buy the argument that
not wearing a seat belt is some-
how a matter of individual rights.
Traffic fatalities and serious inju-
ries cost all of us in the form of
higher insurance rates and higher
Medicaid and Medicare payments.
In Kansas, these crashes cost each
of us more than a thousand dol-
lars a year. A primary seat belt law
will save all of us money and save
lives.”

Spring fix-up
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Matt Coiner (left) and Kelly Wilson were cleaning and doing maintenance on a piece of oil field
machinery at Murfin Drilling Co. on Thursday while it was sunny and nice.

The Colby Area Barbershoppers will
present Back to the Roots of Barbershop on
Saturday, March 28th, 2009 at the
Colby Community College Cultural Arts Center.

The Featured Quartet i the25 Iera-
| tional Champions, REALTIME. There will be
2 shows: 2:30 p.m. anq 7:30 p.m.

Tickets AT
The DooRr
$12.00

Tickers iN
AdVANCE:
| $10.00

Tickets can be purchased from any
chorus member or by calling
800-269-7059 or 785-462-2474.
Tickets may be held for you at the window.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call

Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963

T R

'Honor WaI'I?!‘

Granite pavers in three sizes!

4” x 8” paver $100
8” x 8” paver $225
16” x 16” paver $750

Honor your friend,
spouse, parent,
grandparent,
or children!

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701
785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

WWW.prairiemuseum.org

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
Sk CARE
- . The Latest Technology and Most
Oppv® Complete Care Available!

¢ Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics
e Implants ¢ Wisdom Tooth Surgery

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
1-800-536-6642 COMMERCIAL

Rubber Single PI
1-785-462-6642  \yrrramo oY
Wood Shingles

White TPO Single Ply
Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES

Built Up Systems
Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles

Modified Systems

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTIMATES

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

And us.
Vinyl & Steel Siding '
Decks & Patios ¥,
Wood & Vinyl Fencing "
Soffit & Fascia /i /B
David L. Browne Ill  Adriane Sims

550 N Franklin Ave 550 N Franklin Ave
Colby Colby

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

Place
Your Ad
Here!

Call
Jasmine
or
Heather
Toclag!
785-462-3963

Strength. Stability. Service.

That’'s what you can count
on. We're in the business

® of helping people just like
FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES you through a” Stages of
Insurance » Investments 11i1€  With insurance and

financial products. To

www.fbfs.com learn more call today.
(785) 462-3388

Auto /| Home / Life / Business / College / Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

CITY LIMITS
New Monday Specials

3 Piece Chicken Tenderloin
Served with mashed potatoes,
gravy & corn. Included is
our delicious Brownie Sunday
and a non-alcoholic beverage.

$9.99
Also available is our one of a
kind chicken fried steak
served with mashed potatoes,
gravy & corn. Our Brownie Sunday
& non-alcoholic beverage

are also included!

$10.99

ITY LIMITS

BAR&GRILL
2227 S. Range

Colby

3 Area CFP 3-20-09.indd 1

Quality Title
& Abstract

785-460-1858 * 275 La Casa Drive * Colby, KS
Partners of:

Western Appraisal Service
Owner and Operator-Paul F. Bailey

785-460-2839 * 275
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That’s why more people trust State Farm.

La Casa Drive * Colby, KS

“Where one call...Does it alll”

Jane W Johnson, Agent

905 E 4th Street

Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

P087082 11/08
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Everyone’s looking for an encouraging sign in today’s economy. The fact is, they’ll
see one in over 17,500 locations across North America. Because for over 86 years,
State Farm® agents have been there helping people protect the things that matter most.

And we consider that a very good sign.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS

PROVIDING INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
State Farm, Bloomington IL

CONMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

Colby., KS (B8B00)

FREE

»

NEX/ SYSTEM

Probessional

VW N D ©OW
CLEANING

O61ITI-6735
ESTIMATES
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