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Spring Mower Tune-Ups!!

(785) 460-2432

• Change and add Briggs & Stratton
   Warranty Certified Engine Oil
• Change Oil Filer (if equipped) and install
   a Briggs & Stratton genuine Oil Filter
• Replace Air Filter with a Briggs & Stratton 
   genuine air cleaner element
• Replace Spark Plug
• Sharpen Mower Blade
• Adjust and Lubricate Cables
• Set proper engine operating speed
• Check all safety components  for proper operation

$54.99

CAREER OPPORTUNITY
Attention John Deere, IHC and AGCO Techs 

with 5 to 10 yrs experience.
Would you like to earn 45 to 50 

thousand dollars per year guaranteed? 
Plus a full benefit package!

If interested, send resume to Service Tech,
 PO Box 31, Lindsborg, KS 67456
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www.TravelKS.com

Brought to you in part by 
Kansas Department of Commerce 

Travel & Tourism Division

Morris County Annual 
Business Expo
March 21, Council Grove
Visit booths of local businesses.
Giveaways, drawings and prizes!
9 AM – 4 PM, Council Grove High School Gym
www.councilgrove.com

Mid America Farm Expo
March 24-26, Salina
Spring Ag Show!
Hundreds of exhibitors, displays, food
vendors, seminars, craft show and more.
(877) 725-4625, www.salinakansas.org

NASA Driven to Explore 
Exhibit
April 4-5, Hutchinson
NASA Astronaut, Steven Bowen, visits 
during NASA Exhibit on Constellation,
NASA’s newest space exploration program.
(800) 397-0330, www.cosmo.org

Prairie Fire Festival
April 6-11, Cottonwood Falls
Homage to Prairie Fires in the Flint Hills
with speakers or entertainment each day.
See a full schedule of events online
www.prairiefirefestival.com, (620) 273-6020

28th Annual William Inge 
Theatre Festival
April 22-25, Independence
Where Broadway and Hollywood meet the plains.
Honors writers of the musical, The Fantasticks.
William Inge Theatre, Independence Community 
College
(800) 842-6063, X 5835, www.ingecenter.org

Wagon Trips
June – October, Council Grove
Participatory Western Adventure with
weekend camp-outs or daytime events
in the tallgrass prairie.
(316) 321-6300, www.wagontrainkansas.com

LOW COST CLASS A CDL TRAINING.
 Accredited 6-week program. 
Meals & lodging available.  

2 locations.  
Fort Scott, 800-874-3722 

Kansas  City, 913-371-4668
Call to start your new career!

     Want a New Career?

Classes Start March 30 and May 11

If you’re over 50, get screened 
1-800-4-CANCER

www.cancerkansas.org

TYLER PERRY’S
MADEA GOES TO JAIL

NOW SHOWING

Friday & Saturday  7:00 & 9:00
Sunday -Thursday 7:00

Colby Cinema

March 20th - March 26th

PG-13 1 Hour 43 Min

FIRED UP

Friday & Saturday  7:00 & 9:00
Sunday-Thursday 7:00

PG-13  1 Hour 34 Minutes

Colby Cinema
1935 S. Range • 785-460-9600

www.colbycinema.com

 ANDY HEINTZ/Colby Free Press
Senior Corey Sager played second base during the Colby High Eagles’ batting practice on 
Wednesday. The  baseball team will start its season at 4 p.m. Tuesday, March 31, with a 
doubleheader against Scott City at the Colby Recreational Fields.

Baseball season has arrived

Friend of basketball coach
playing for Globetrotters
By Andy Heintz

Colby Free Press
aheintz@nwkansas.com

One of Coach Parker McKee’s 
old friends will be coming to town 
in a couple of weeks. 

The Harlem Globetrotters, a 
world renowned exhibition basket-
ball team, will perform at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 1, at the Colby 
Community Building. McKee’s 
former junior college teammate, 
Nate “Big Easy” Lofton, will be 
on the court for the Globetrotters.

McKee, who coaches the Colby 
High girls basketball team, said he 
and and Lofton first crossed paths 
when they played together at Inde-
pendence Community College in 
eastern Kansas. Lofton, a 6-foot, 
9-inch post player from New Or-
leans, was voted the team’s most 
valuable player during McKee’s 
freshman year.

“He played really well with his 

back to the basket,” said McKee. 
“He was really good at getting 
offensive rebounds and putting it 
back in.”  

Lofton said he and Parker had 
great chemistry on the court The 
two formed a friendship that sea-
son that remains strong to this 
day.

“He texted me recently to tell 
me he was excited to visit where 
I grew up,” said McKee. “We’re 
really good friends.”

Lofton said the two keep up 
with each other through text mes-
sages.

Lofton left Independence for 
WestArk junior college his sopho-
more year. He would eventually 
play at Southeast Louisiana, where 
he was a two-time All-Southland 
Conference selection. Lofton’s 
nickname on the Globetrotter’s 
is Big Easy because of where he 

grew up.
Playing for the Globetrotter’s 

differs from college basketball, 
Lofton said, because it’s more re-
laxed and its more about making 
the fans happy.

“It’s a privilege to play for the 
team,” he said. “I have the best job 
in the world.”

Lofton said he has traveled to 
30 countries since joining the 
squad. He said traveling the world 
has helped give him a new insight 
on life.

“Once you see how everyone 
else lives, it makes you appreciate 
what you have,” he said.

Tickets are $15 and can be pur-
chased at the Colby Community 
Building or online at www.tick-
etweb.com. Call Stacy Lee at the 
Colby Recreation Department for 
information at 460-4440 or 460-
4435.

Brewster and Golden Plains
players named to league team
By Andy Heintz

Colby Free Press
aheintz@nwkansas.com

Two Brewster High boys bas-
ketball players, juniors Seth Ack-
erman and Devan Selby, and three 
students from Golden Plains, 
senior Tate Bruggeman, junior 
Jordan Spresser and sophomore 
Rilee Spresser have been named  
by the member schools in the 
Western Kansas Liberty League 
for the 2009 All-league Basketball 

Teams
Senior T.J. Preston and junior 

Ryan Allen from Brewster re-
ceived honorable mention.

Brewster junior Nichelle Er-
skine was named to the all-league 
girls team and senior Britt Kam-
mer got honorable mention.

Other players who made the all-
league team include Michael Roe-
hl, Dighton; Luke Johnson and 
Reese LaToush, Healy; Clay Rog-
ge, Triplains; Tate Andrews and 
Tyler O’Connor, Wallace County; 

and Chase Waldman, Wheatland/
Grinnell.

Other players on the girl’s team 
were Kelsey Hubin, Kaylee Cra-
mer and Emily Torson, Dighton; 
Megan Shafer and Madison Mo-
ser, Greeley County; Kyla Sharp, 
Healy; Kara Gfeller, Triplains; 
Audrey Mote and Kenzi Knobbe, 
Wallace County; Payton Walker, 
Cassondra Welsh, Danica Cox and 
Raney Okeson, Weskan; and Tessa 
Weaver, Wheatland/Grinnell.

Bail set against man charged 
 in killing of Denver Broncos player

DENVER (AP) — Bail has been 
set at $2 million in a murder case 
against a man who is also charged 
in the separate drive-by slaying of 
Denver Broncos cornerback Dar-
rent Williams.

Willie Clark had a bail hearing 
Wednesday in the shooting death 
of Kalonniann Clark, who was 
scheduled to testify in an attempt-
ed murder case.

Authorities say Kalonniann 
Clark’s case isn’t related to Wil-
liam’s death, and there is no known 
relationship between Kalonniann 
Clark and Willie Clark.

Willie Clark is being held with-
out bail in the New Year’s Day 
2007 shooting death of Williams.

More than a dozen armed sher-
iff’s deputies stood in the court-
room during the bond hearing 
for Clark and two co-defendants, 
Brian Hicks and Shun Birch, the 
alleged triggerman.

A judge set Hicks’ bail at $2 mil-
lion and Birch’s at $1 million. All 
three are scheduled to enter pleas 
at their June 26 arraignments.

Birch’s family and defense attor-

ney Mandarin Bowers had asked 
Denver District Judge Christina 
M. Habas to free Birch on $50,000 
bail, citing Birch’s strong family 
support, employment prospects 
and relatively clean criminal re-
cord.

“There’s no way, in an execu-
tion of an attempted murder vic-
tim that I can, in good conscious, 
set that kind of bond,” Habas told 
Bowers and the dozen of Birch’s 
supporters in the gallery.

During the hearing, prosecu-
tor Bruce Levin said Kalonniann 
Clark was killed the day before a 
pretrial hearing in Hicks’ attempt-
ed murder case, in which he was 
accused of trying to kill Kalonni-
ann Clark.

Hicks had been charged with at-
tempted first-degree murder, ille-
gal discharge of a firearm and pos-
session of a weapon by a previous 
offender in the June 2005 shoot-
ing of Kalonniann Clark outside a 

club. Authorities say Kalonniann 
Clark survived and was scheduled 
to testify against Hicks at the time 
of her death.

Levin said Hicks’ attempted 
murder case was dismissed af-
ter Kalonniann Clark’s slaying. 
Prosecutors have said Kalonniann 
Clark was also scheduled to testify 
against Hicks in a drug case.

Willie Clark is accused of ar-
ranging the slaying of Kalonniann 
Clark at the request of Hicks, who 
was in jail at the time. Prosecutors 
allege Willie Clark hired 27-year-
old Shun Birch, who Levin said 
in court Wednesday killed Kalon-
niann Clark in exchange for mari-
juana.

Clark, a suspected gang mem-
ber, is scheduled to go on trial July 
6 in Williams’ slaying.

Clark is accused of driving an 
SUV and firing into Williams’ 
rented limo, according to an in-
dictment handed up in October. 
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