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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Rara Avis
This deal occurred in a team contest at a recent 

regional tournament in Connecticut. It features a 
relatively rare play that enabled one of the declar-
ers in a two-team match to bring in a slam that 
failed at the other table.

Both declarers reached six diamonds on essen-
tially the same auction, East making a pre-emp-
tive jump-overcall of two hearts that was raised 
to three at both tables.

At the first table, declarer took East’s jack of 
hearts with the ace and drew trumps ending in 
dummy. After discarding a heart on the ace of 
spades, South played the ace and another club, 
hoping East had the king. When West turned up 
with the K-J-5, the slam was down one.

At the other table, South, Warren Rosner, felt 
that given East’s pre-emptive bid and West’s 
raise, the chance that East held the king of clubs 
was not good, and that West was likely to have 
more clubs than East. If West held three or more 
clubs including the K-J-10, there was virtually no 
chance of making 12 tricks. But if West held the 
K-J-x or K-10-x, the slam could be made.

He began just as his counterpart had, winning 
the heart lead, drawing trumps and discarding his 
heart on the spade ace. But then, instead of cash-
ing the ace of clubs, Rosner led a low club from 
dummy to his nine.

West won with the jack and returned a heart, 
ruffed by declarer, and it was here that South 
made his bid for fame and glory. Still assuming 
that West had the club king and more clubs than 
East, he led the queen, hoping East had started 
with the 10-x.

It did not matter whether West covered with the 
king or not. Either way, South could not lose a 
second club trick, and the slam was home.

    (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My 10-year-old son is hav-
ing a hard time in school. He isn’t very athletic, 
but his dad has encouraged him to get out there 
and try different sports. But he is easily discour-
aged, and it shows in his face and demeanor. I 
see the same reactions when he comes home with 
a bad grade in school. How can I help my son 
become more confident and attract more friends? 
When he looks like a sad sack, I am afraid it 
drives the other kids away. – C.B.

Dear C.B.: It is difficult to be an easily discour-
aged child. Kids who don’t have a great deal of 
resiliency when things don’t go their way tend 
to become pessimistic people, never trying very 
hard because they are sure they will fail. Your 
child can learn to act as though he were more en-
thusiastic, and that will actually help him begin 
to feel that way.

Several studies in the U.K., the U.S. and France 
have delved into the connection between posture 
and emotion, and while it may echo the simple 
advice our mothers used to give about standing 
up straight, there actually is evidence that body 
language can influence what we and others see 
as our confidence level. Standing up straight with 
shoulders back and chin up is a reminder you can 
start to give your child. Make sure you model 
confidence and resilience for him, and you’ll be 
helping out.

Dear Dr. Brothers: This is an unusual problem, 
I think, and I don’t know what to do. We have a 
darling little boy, 6 years old, who was born with 
a disability. His father stepped in right away and 
has been a godsend. But when our second child 
came along, I was pretty much left to care for 
him myself. He is a normal 3-year-old. His father 
barely notices him, and spends all his time with 
our disabled son. When I ask him to play with our 
youngest, he says our oldest needs him. – A.K.

Dear A.K.: This is a poignant problem for an 
outsider looking in. You obviously have done a 
wonderful job of meeting the special needs of 
your first child, and both of you undoubtedly 
were very grateful that your second son was born 
without any physical problems. But you are right 
to be concerned if your husband is emotionally 
or physically neglecting the needs of his little 
3-year-old. Besides hurting him, this can engen-
der jealousy and bad feelings toward his brother 
as they grow up. This probably is just the oppo-
site of the attitude you’d like your youngest to 
assume toward his older brother.

Your husband may be suffering from a great 
deal of guilt and an overwhelming sense of love 
and obligation toward his disabled son. As such, 
he thinks of himself as the boy’s protector and de-
fender. This is admirable. His feelings are under-
standable, but his behavior is not helpful for any 
of you. I’m sure you all could benefit from some 
family counseling to help you come to terms with 
your complicated family situation.

(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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