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Plan tree planting
tor shade, beauty

By Jim Strine

District Forester
Kansas Forest Service

Trees are a valuable resource.
They provide shade, beauty and
homes for wildlife. They add
value to property, clean the air we
breathe and can reduce storm wa-
ter runoff. Trees make our recre-
ation areas more enjoyable.

But despite the many benefits
that trees provide, more trees are
being removed in our towns than
are being planted.

To keep the benefits that trees
provide, we need to plant more.
And it’s critical that the right tree
be planted in the right place. Be-
fore you buy a tree, ask yourself
some questions. For instance, what
is the purpose of the tree? Are you
planting it for shade, spring or fall
color, wind protection, wildlife
habitat or a combination of rea-
sons? The reason you are planting
a tree should influence the type of
tree that you buy.

Space limitations will also af-
fect your choice. Before you buy a
tree for a location, be sure to look
up, look sideways and look down.
Is there enough room for a large,
spreading tree such as a burr oak,
or do you need a smaller tree such
as a flowering crabapple or red-
bud? Consider the mature size of
a tree before you buy it. Choose a
tree that fits the area. Do not try to
force a tree into too small a space.

Selecting a tree that will thrive
in a given set of site conditions
will help ensure its survival. Is
the tree going to be planted on a
site exposed to the sun and the hot
winds of summer, or is it going to
be in a more protected area? The
choice of species adapted to an ex-
posed, windy site can be limited.

Soil conditions will also have
an affect on selection. Most spe-
cies grow best on deep, well

the root system of oxygen.

Mulching a newly planted tree
with shredded bark or wood chips
is one of the best things you can
do for a newly planted tree. Do not
mound the mulch around the stem.
Instead, place a two- to three-inch
layer in a circle three to four feet
around the tree. Mounding mulch
around the stem can hold mois-
ture and encourage stem diseases.
Properly applied mulch will re-
duce competition from grass and
make the soil temperature more
favorable for root development.

Newly planted trees need to be
watered. Check the soil moisture
by pushing a thin metal rod into
the soil. If it can be easily pushed
in the soil, it is moist. If there is
12 to 18 inches of soil moisture,
the tree does not need to be wa-
tered. If you can only push the rod
five to six inches into the soil, it is
time to water. Check the moisture
at least once a week throughout
the first growing season.

It takes commitment to grow
trees in this part of Kansas. Proper
tree selection, planting and follow-
up care will make establishing
trees easier and more enjoyable.

This article from Jim Strine of
the Kansas Forest Service in Hays
was provided by Marvin Bickner
of the Colby Tree Board. For ques-
tions, call Mr. Strine at (785) 625-
3425, Ext. 220, or e-mail jstrine @
ksu.edu. Check the Forest Service
website at www.kansasforests.org.

Clarification

Jon McKee and Matt Hartwell
of Brewster and Jason Schielke
of Colby are among 35 farmers,
ranchers and other agribusi-
ness professionals who have
completed Kansas State Uni-
versity’s 2008-09 Management,
Analysis and Strategic Thinking
program.

The program, combines new
information and decision-mak-
ing tools with online distance
learning. It is designed to help
farmers and agribusiness profes-
sionals build their management
skills, said Alicia Goheen, pro-
gram coordinator in K-State’s
Department of  Agricultural
Economics.

Starting in November, the
four-moth course kicks off with
participants attending an on-
campus session. At home, they

Ag program graduates

Brewster, Colby men

work through online modules
presented by K-State agricultur-
al economics faculty on land and
machinery ownership and leas-
ing, financial analysis, human
resources, tax management, risk
management and marketing.

Throughout the program, fac-
ulty members are available to
help students explore ideas that
might help their business suc-
ceed, Goheen said. Technical
support is also available.

The program ends with a sec-
ond session on campus. Partici-
pants once again meet with fac-
ulty and administrators and are
recognized for completing the
program.

For information, go to www.
agmanager.info/MAST/, or con-
tact Goheen at (785) 532-4434
or agoheen@agecon.ksu.edu.

Solomon Valley 4-H Club

The meeting of the Solomon
Valley 4-H club was called to order
by President Abbie Reed Monday,
Dec. 8, at the 4-H building. After
the flag salute and the 4-H pledge,
Kelly Sloan led the song, “Jingle
Bells.” Roll call was answered by
17 members and two leaders.

Danita Comfort reminded us of
the pizza sales that would be due
Jan. 12 and that there would be no
council meeting for December.

Project talks given were Cole
Ziegelmeier, Brianna Thummel,

A photo caption on Page 1 of
the Thursday, March 12, Colby
Free Press inadvertently identi-
fied three persons, when only one
was included in the final photo.
The person pictured was Chief
McLemore. A second photo had

to be dropped from the layout.
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The Colby Free Press wants to
maintain an accurate record of
our town. Please report any error
or lack of clarity in a news story
to us at 462-3963.

and Kayla Sloan on what she is
going to take to the fair.

For new business, the 4-H coun-
cil sent a letter about County Club
Day. Kayla reminded us that Janu-
ary is parents night.

The meeting adjourned. Recre-
ation was “Simon Says.” The hosts
were Ross Sloan and Phillips.

— Brianna Thummel, reporter

Bridge Club

Meadow Lake Bridge winners third, Joy Davis; fourth, Jan Harp-
for Tuesday were first, Elaine Pta- er; fifth, Sarah Jane Barrett; sixth,
cek; second, Margaret Dennler; Larry Barrett.

VISIT HOXIE!!

Hoxie Business Directory

Advertising pays!!
Give Heather a call TODAY!! 462-3963

SCHC

The Road to Wellness in Marthwest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

e Hospital ® Hoxie Medical Clinic
e Long Term Care Center ® Assisted Living

Hoxie Medical Clinic

Dr. Brewster Kellogg - Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C
Kerri Rowh, ARNP

785-675-3018
826 18th ~ Hoxie, KS

Selden Community Clinic
Kerri Rowh, ARNP - OPEN THURSDAYS 8:30 - NOON

785-386-4380
112 N. Kansas ~ Selden, KS

BE/TRUE T.0 OUR; SCHOOLS

We Pay Fov A's!
Students! Bring in your most recent report

card, and you could be one of five winners at
each Sunflower Bank who gets paid for
your grades — $10 per A.

Bucks fovr our Schools. o

drained, fertile soils. Unfortunate-
ly, in towns the top soil has been Use your Sunflower Bank check card to
disturbed and can be shallow and sign for all of your purchases (Just answer
compacted. Choosing trees that « T « < :
o . Credit” instead of “Debit” when using your card) and
can tolerate this is easier than try- . .
ing to change the soil. Getting the we pay the school of your choice 10 cents per swipe.
right tree in the right place makes
¢ . .
ree establishment easier and can . Co\sb\ -pov- Scb\oo\ S,
prevent many problems. ad |
There is more to planting a tree FreeAowm fov You!
than just digging a hole, setting the ' Earn up to $100* when you open
g}ee mn t]t’ ;md ba(cikﬁtltlln}g ar'?.unii your new checking account and add
Me roOts. Froper depth 1s critical. Freedom services! Best of all, we match that
any trees are planted too deep. . . . . .
A common misconception is that payment with a donation to a participating
if the tree is planted deep, it will r# school!
force the root system down into $ 10 O
the soil to get water. The major- Earn up to when you open
ity of the fine feeder roots of trees ¢ d add F d . '
are within 12 to 18 inches of the a new account and a reeaom services.
surface. Many of the fine roots Bring this ad into any Sunflower Bank location.
will be within the top six inches.
Planting trees too deep deprives e .and 6!116“, -Fun and gOOd memories Sunflower Bank’s ABC: Be True to Our Schools promotion valid
from Jan. 1, 2009 — Mar. 31, 2009. * ‘Part C’ available for new
A 1 Profile — , th t kbook. Get 120 checking households only. Must maintain checking account for six
Markets merlc':an rotte Xep ¢ a gI-.ea €00 O(-) N . months, and $100 minimum deposit required to open new
magazine that comes in the recipes categorized by holiday . . . .
: checking account. Freedom service requirements will apply.
Quotes as of close of local paper and always has for yourself or as a gift. Just
previous business day a great recipe — now nas $18.95 plus tax. Available at:
Hi-Plains Co-op COLBY
Wheat (bushel) $5.14 ‘ .
Corn (bushel) $3.56 : f E R S
Milo (hundredweight) $5.27 1V, V) | H U RRY IN FOR 1 2 MONTHS
Soybeans (bushel 7.77 1 . 5th -462-
ybeans (bushel) 5 33 W. Sth, 785-462-3963 NO INTEREST  IF PAID WITHIN
THE PROMO PERIOD*
E : Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Minimum monthly payments required. See store for complete details.
. Take this quiz to see if a
Ra Wlins 1 %r Martin J 3 4 5 6 7 Everyone will Miracle-Ear * hearing aid
Rubinowitz notice the new could help you.
COU n ty Oncology -Diabetic Clinic| you, nOF your ) YES NO
-Mammograms -MRI’s new Miracle-Ear Do you feel that
H ea I t h Ultra Sounds -Ultra Sounds hearing aid! |:| people mumble
-Cardiac Rehal -Cardiac Rehab -Cardiac Rehab X X or do not speak
C t Miracle-Ear hearing X
en er 8 9 1 0 11 1 2 1 3 1 4 aids are some of the clearly?
-Dr. Charles E. |-Dr. James -Dr. James smallest, most discreet
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-Brandie lhrig available today. Ask |:| |:| ones comment on
RAWLINS R}ﬁt::iggunds -MRI's about our Open Fit your inability
Cardiac Rehab -Cardiac Rehab models. to hear properly?
COUNTY -Cardiac Rehab, Diabetic Clinic -Ultra Sounds + Nearly invisible
HEALTH 1 5 1 6 1 7 1 8 1 9 20 21 + Extremely comfortable |:| |:| Do you turn the
CENTER -Dr. Jeffery L. (-Dr. Saba - More natural sounding** TV up louder than
Curtis Orthopedics others need to?
COMM U N I TY Cardiology
CALENDAR -Diabetic Clinic -MR's
-Bone Density -Ultra Sounds -Ultra Sounds
-Cardiac Rehab -Cardiac Rehab -Cardiac Rehab
207 Grant 22 23 %‘E . 25 26 27 28 John Lang will be at The Community Center
=Ur. Fredericl .
A d. KS C. Miller in Colby on March 19th
twood, Cardiology from 10am to 4pm
67730 Diabetic Clinic RIS Club Room 1: 285 E. 5th St
-Ultra Sounds -Ultra Sounds g :
(785) 626-3211 -Cardiac Rehab -Cardiac Rehab -Cardiac Rehab Col by’ KS 67701
29 ;;’Rnamna 31 r\) Call to make an appointment
Bringing Fuont . / 1-866-540-4327
pecialized Y 2
Healthcare 4 4 A
To Your -Cardiac Rehab 4
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TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
WITH A VISITING PHYSICIAN,
PLEASE CALL
(785)626-3211
Cheryl Banister, RN
Specialty Clinic Director

In House Services Available Daily
CT Scan ** Bone Mineral Density
“* EKG
Electrocardiograms
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