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out of excuses

Dear Dr. Brothers: Last year during the holi-
day season, I signed up for some volunteer work
at a local nonprofit. I then started to receive all
these e-mails asking me to volunteer some more
— which I did. The group continues to ask me at
least once every two weeks if I have any spare
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troducing yourself to your peer group. Anything
you might try to ease others into the change — the
sudden wearing of a hat, for example — probably
would only serve to make it a bigger deal than it
already is. There are a few things you should be
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fact plugs. How do they look?”) Either way, it’s
something you have to confront head-on In the
end, you may be making too much ado about
your hair. What may seem dramatically different
to others at first will seem natural to them before
they know it.
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decided that South had a strong, balanced hand,
so he passed, and three notrump redoubled be-
came the final contract!

The defense was relentlessly accurate, limit-
ing declarer to only four tricks — two spades, a
heart and a club. This amounted to down five for
a penalty of 2,800 points, thought to be the big-
gest in the history of the Bermuda Bowl competi-
tion. Together with the 110 points scored by their
teammates at the other table for making three
diamonds, the British scored 2,910 points on the
deal for a gain of 21 International Match Points,
and went on to earn a place in the final.
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