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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: A chance of freezing 

drizzle after 1am. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 21. Northeast 
wind between 10 and 15 mph.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 35. East wind between 
5 and 10 mph.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 11. North wind 
between 5 and 15 mph.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 34. North wind 
between 5 and 10 mph.

Wednesday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 14.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 42.

Thursday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 16.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 48.

Friday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 25.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high 
near 53.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 25.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 55. 

Friday: High, 74; Low 20
Saturday: High, 37; Low 21
Sunday: High, 62; Low 23
Precip: Friday 0.00 inches
 Saturday 0.00 inches
 Sunday 0.00 inches
 Month: 0.00 inches
 Year:   0.64 inches
 Normal:  2.15 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

On the Beat

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential roofs
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit
Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Tom Sharp - Sales
       (785) 672-5245

Jim Murray - Owner
       (785) 443-1339

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Business Directory
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call 

Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

Strength.     Stability.     Service.
And us.

That’s what you can count 
on. We’re in the business 
of helping people just like 
you through all stages of 
life with insurance and 
financial products. To 
learn more call today.www.fbfs.com

Auto   /    Home    /    Life    /    Business   /   College   /   Retirement

David L. Browne III
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby

Adriane Sims
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby (785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance • Investments
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, ILP087054 10/08

Proud sponsor of the NFL

IT’S SATURDAY NIGHT, BUT I’M 

FEELIN’ 
KINDA SUNDAY

When you’re there, State Farm’s there, 
    for the best day of the week.

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

A GOOD SIGN 
 EVEN IN TIMES LIKE THESE.

Everyone’s looking for an encouraging sign in today’s economy. The fact is, they’ll
see one in over 17,500 locations across North America. Because for over 86 years,
State Farm® agents have been there helping people protect the things that matter most.
That’s why more people trust State Farm. And we consider that a very good sign.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
                  STATE FARM IS  THERE.®

P R O V I D I N G  I N S U R A N C E  A N D  F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
State Farm, Bloomington ILP087082  11/08
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SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

• Root Canals • Orthodontics
• Implants • Wisdom Tooth Surgery

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most 
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL 
CARE

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofi ng Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modifi ed Systems

Place 
Your Ad 

Here!
Call

 Jasmine 
or 

Heather 
Today!

785-462-3963

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

Membership
Individual - $20
Family (at same address) - $30
Lifetime - $1,000

BENEFITS
• Four Prairie Winds News
   letters
• Free Admission to the 
   Museum
• 10% gift shop discount 
   except books
• Yearly historic calendar

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

www.prairiemuseum.org

Irrigation meeting
looks to future need

Speakers at a two-day meeting 
of the Central Plains Irrigation As-
sociation at the City Limits Con-
vention Center talked about many 
topics, including wind energy, 
conservation and surface drip ir-
rigation.

The meeting, which rotates 
among towns in the Tri-State area 
of Colorado, Kansas and Nebras-
ka, was held Feb. 24 and 25 this 
year.

WIND ENERGY
Robert Johnson, executive 

manager of engineering for Sun-
flower Electric Power Corp. of 
Hays, spoke at a general session. 
He gave encouraging information 
about how wind farms are helping 
power plants decrease their load 
during peak times on hot summer 
afternoons. 

“Wind energy is not constant,” 
he said, “so it has to be assisted by 
generators from the power plants 
using coal, steam generated by 
boilers fired by gas or No. 6 fuel 
oil, or gas turbines. 

“Coal is the cheapest, so it is 
used with the wind energy during 
low-capacity times like at night 
and early in the morning. Steam is 
next as far as cost is concerned, so 
it is used later in the morning or in 
the early evening also with wind. 
The big gas turbines are put into 
use in the middle of the afternoon 
with wind when we have our peak 
loads, because they can be fired up 
quickly. The wind energy helps a 
great deal in decreasing the load. 

“As for the smaller wind units 
some farmers already have, or are 
thinking of purchasing for use on 
their farms, they may become more 
cost effective in the future, but for 
now they are very expensive and 
payback is nonexistent or a long 
time in coming. Do your home-
work before considering this type 
of unit right now. Some farmers 
have referred to this type of thing 
as ‘just an expensive hobby.’

“At the present time, we don’t 
have net metering in Kansas. That 
is a system where individuals or 
businesses producing renewable 
energy receive credits for each 
kilowatt hour they produce be-
yond their own needs. When they 
produces more electricity than 
they need, their power meter runs 
backwards and sends the excess 
electricity to the power grid. They 
receive credits for the electricity 
they send to the grid, which counts 
as payment towards any electrici-
ty they draw … when their turbine 
can’t provide enough power.” 

(Note: The Kansas Legislature 
just passed a power plant bill 
which would allow net metering 
for both wind and solar energy. 
Many large power companies 
don’t much care for this setup, 
since they are essentially buying 
the individuals producer’s wind 
power at retail price instead of at 
the wholesale price they would be 
paying the wind farms.)

When asked if there was such a 
thing as a clean coal-fired power 
plant, Johnson responded by say-
ing, “The Holcomb coal-fired 
power plant is a clean plant, and 
the new plant we want to build 
will be even cleaner.… One ex-
perimental technology that shows 
promise in producing even cleaner 
emissions is the algae-based car-
bon-capture technology that might 
be even more cost effective than 

what is being used at present to 
cut down on carbon dioxide emis-
sions. It looks very hopeful.” 

SUBSURFACE DRIP 
IRRIGATION

Freddie Lamm, agronomist at 
Kansas State University’s North-
west Kansas Extension Center in 
Colby, spoke at one of the techni-
cal sessions about the best ways to 
know when to start and stop irri-
gation each season. He also talked 
about research on subsurface drip 
irrigation at the center.

“We have been working with 
this for 20 years now,” he said,  
“and it looks good. In this type 
of irrigation, tubes are laid along 
under the ground. There is no 
evaporation and water is dispersed 
evenly throughout the field. 

“The downside is that it is ex-
pensive and needs a lot of man-
agement. However, those who use 
it seem to be satisfied with it.”

WATER CONSERVATION
Wayne Bossert of the Northwest 

Kansas Groundwater Management 
District No. 4 in Colby, discussed 
northwest Kansas conservation ef-
forts and steps farmers are taking 
to improve it in this area.

“The first subject I discussed 
was the state’s Water Transition 
Assistance Program,” he said. “It 
is an effort to retire some of the ir-
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Robert Johnson, executive manager of engineering for Sunflower Electric Power Corp., spoke at 
the Irrigation Conference at the City Limits Convention Center on, Feb. 24. He explained how wind 
generators can help decrease the loads on power plants during times of high demand.

rigated fields back to dry land and 
dryland crops. 

“Next was the forming of a 
Conservation Project Alliance of 
all entities having water interests, 
such as county commissioners, 
cities, … businesses.…

“This commission will come up 
with a list conservation projects … 
to be financed by the Republican 
River settlement money (which 
courts have ordered Nebraska to 
pay to Kansas). 

“The law says two-thirds of that 
money must go back to the Re-
publican River area for conserva-
tion projects, so we are working 
together … so we can present one 
list of combined projects agree-
able to all concerned. 

“Also, members of the North-
west Kansas Groundwater Corp., 
a tax-exempt foundation, are as-
sessing ourselves in an effort to 
put money into a matching funds 
plan with the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 

“This program was authorized 
under the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program in the 2008 
Farm Bill. Nationally, $58.4 mil-
lion is available for the Agricul-
tural Enhancement Program pro-
posals. They have said they will 
give higher priority to proposals 
located in several regions, includ-
ing the Ogallala Aquifer, which 
includes our area.”

From “FARMING,” Page 1

From “DEERE,” Page 1

Deere shop
moves digs

Water plans
aim at saving

trucks to keep the average down 
time for farmers to three to four 
hours,” said service technician 
David Oren. “We can add to our 
mobile services in busy times.”

Besides farm equipment, the 
dealership will carry a full line of 
construction products, utility trac-
tors and lawn and grounds equip-
ment, Ortner said. They have a 
wash and detail bay and plan to 
upgrade existing services.

As for the former location, he 
said it is for sale. Right now the 
staff is focusing on moving around 
$20 million worth of inventory, 
though.

“Planning for the new facil-
ity began two years ago,” Ortner 
said, “and one of the most excit-
ing things is that business and 
contractors in a town of this size 
could put together a project of this 
size. It speaks extremely well of 
the community, and of the city, 
that they were able to develop and 
willingly put the infrastructure 
together... and it is good that we 
were able to purchase locally and 
use local installers.”  

Stephens Construction of Colby 
was the general contractor.

Ortner expressed a huge appre-
ciation to his employees, his staff, 
customers and community that the 
business is able to not only stay, 
but to grow.

He said they plan to have a cus-
tomer appreciation day and open 
house sometime in July, and he 
hopes the John Deere Vice Presi-
dent of Sales John Lageman will 
be here to see the new store and 
the town and to meet the custom-
ers. 

“We feed 2,500 head of cattle 
and haul corn …” he said. “In 
fact, we usually haul around 21 
1/2 million bushels of corn each 
year. Last year, we had to really 
scrounge around to find enough 
corn. We are just looking for a 
cheaper … form of irrigation 
that will have more efficiency in 
application and deliver a better 
yield. Efficiency is important be-
cause our wells are checked by the 
state every year, and … our water 
source is depleting.”

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Saturday, Feb. 28

3:30.a.m. – Booked Boone J. 
Huff.

4:10 a.m. – Booked Joseph B. 
Foraker.

4:35 a.m. – Released Joseph B. 
Foraker.

5:33 a.m. – Booked Ty Layne 
Koon.

12:29 p.m. – Booked Anthony 
James Maher.

2:46 p.m. – Released Anthony 
James Maher.

3:10 p.m. – Released Ty Koon.
3:12 p.m. – Provided escort for 

subject back into town.
3:31 p.m. – Assisted ambulance 

crew at 116 Main, Brewster.
4:04 p.m. – Investigation of 

smoke at 155 County Road K re-
vealed unreported control burn.

5:15 p.m. – Cattle reported out 
at U.S. 24 and County Road 14. 
Owner showed up.

6:06 p.m. – Caller reported ex-
boyfriend is driving without li-
cense at 2990 County Road 11.

7:20 p.m. – Released Bradley P. 
Christman.

11:15 p.m. – Transported sub-
ject home.
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