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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

 Upping the Percentages
Whenever declarer is faced with a situation 

where the success of the contract depends upon 
winning a finesse, he should first seek some alter-
native method of play by which the finesse can be 
avoided. The number of cases where a finesse can 
be eliminated in favor of a superior line of play 
occurs far more often than is generally realized.

For example, take this hand where making six 
spades superficially appears to depend on a suc-
cessful finesse in clubs. But if declarer relies sole-
ly on the hope that East was dealt the club king, 
he will suffer a one-trick defeat. While there is a 
50 percent chance that East was dealt the king of 
clubs, this does not necessarily mean that there is 
only a 50 percent chance to make the contract.

South’s chance of bringing in the slam is con-
siderably greater than 50 percent, provided he 
takes the preparatory steps necessary to increase 
his chances. With correct play, South can elevate 
his probability of success to better than 70 per-
cent.

After winning the ace of hearts, he draws two 
rounds of trumps and ruffs a heart. The A-K of 
diamonds are cashed and a diamond is ruffed. 
Dummy’s last heart is trumped, and the eight of 
diamonds is led. When West produces the queen, 
the slam becomes a certainty. Instead of ruffing, 
declarer allows West to win the trick, and a club 
is discarded from dummy!

Whatever West returns, the contract is made. If 
West leads a club, South scores the queen, while 
if a heart is led, dummy discards a second club as 
declarer ruffs in his hand.

Note that at no point during the play does de-
clarer relinquish his chance of making the con-
tract via a club finesse. But by eliminating the 
red suits first, he also eliminates the need for the 
finesse whenever West started with the majority 
of the missing diamonds.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: Ever since I led a move-
ment to prevent a sewage dump from coming to 
our neighborhood, I’ve become known as a com-
munity activist. It’s a label I’m not really com-
fortable with – and now all my neighbors want to 
nominate me for a seat on the town commission. 
I don’t want to see our town developed against its 
unique character – but on the other hand, I don’t 
feel I could handle such a large responsibility. 
Any clue as to what I should do? – L.B.

Dear L.B.: You should feel honored that your 
neighbors look to you as a leader, and want to 
make it official. But holding public office is not 
something to be considered lightly. Do a little 
psychological division. Do you really think 
you’re good enough for the job, or is it simply 
that you don’t have the extra time to devote to 
doing the job right?

You’ve already proven to yourself and your 
neighbors that when you put your mind to it, you 
can make a difference in your community – and 
you’ve probably built up some credibility with 
the local government as well. Don’t be intimidat-
ed by the title of the job. Sometimes the best re-
quirement for holding public office is the capac-
ity to care, and you seem to have that down pat. 
Just because you don’t think of yourself as a local 
official is no reason to dismiss the thought out-
right. Remember that sometimes the best leaders 
are the ones who never seek out the job.

Dear Dr. Brothers: It was a dream come true 
– at least, it seemed that way at first. My good 
friend of 14 years and I decided to open up a piz-
za shop together. During the planning stages, he 
was as excited as I, but now as we’re getting clos-
er to actually constructing the place, he seems to 
never be available. I can’t seem to count on him 
anymore for even the simplest things. Should I 
press on and hope he comes around, or just move 
on without him? – H.D.

Dear H.D.: Going into business with a friend 
can be tricky. On one hand, you have the comfort 
of knowing someone you can trust; on the other, 
it’s all the more disappointing if you find that 
trust broken. Many a friendship has ended once 
commerce enters the picture.

Your friend most likely isn’t as serious about 
this project as you are. That’s OK – for a large 
number of people, just talking about an idea is 
good enough to satisfy them. When it comes 
to actually working on making the idea hap-
pen, these people usually become withdrawn 
when they realize the effort involved. But you 
shouldn’t let the attitudes of your friends dictate 
your future. Your best bet is to sever the busi-
ness part of your relationship before it interferes 
with your friendship further. It doesn’t have to be 
a scene of high drama or confrontation – simply 
get the whole thing out in the open by talking to 
him. It’s important to try to get him to be as hon-
est as possible without his feeling cornered. He’ll 
most likely be relieved to be let off the hook, and 
you’ll feel a lot freer to pursue your dream.

    (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Ask
Dr. Brothers
•

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

Job title sound
too stressful?

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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