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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott Family Circus e Bil Keane
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Yo\ Not To
TOUC! MY

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

Job title sound
too stressful?

Dear Dr. Brothers: Ever since I led a move-
ment to prevent a sewage dump from coming to
our neighborhood, I’ve become known as a com-

gee?!

(> 7009, BABY BLUES PARTNERSHIP DIST. By Kin6 FEATURES SYMDICATE 3-$

BEETLE MAY BE GUILTY OF WHATS USING . L0, .
A LOT OF STUFF, BUT THERES THATZ |§ |PERFORMANCE- munity activist. It's a label I'm not really com-
ONE THING YOU CAN'T ENHANCING fortable with - and now all my neighbors wantto 220,

nominate me for a seat on the town commission.  oist by king Feaures Synd.

. . www.familycircus.com
I don’t want to see our town developed againstits (¢, . .
unique character — but on the other hand, I don’t I've decided mud is a lot more fun

feel I could handle such a large responsibility. than plain ol’ dirt!”
Any clue as to what I should do? — L.B.

Dear L.B.: You should feel honored that your Conceptis sud.0k:u e Dave Green

neighbors look to you as a leader, and want to

©2009 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

make it official. But holding public office is not 1 5
something to be considered lightly. Do a little
3-5 psychological division. Do you really think 3 9 S
you’re good enough for the job, or is it simply S
Blondie ® Chic Young g:; g?ﬁqug’;gﬁ:}f the extra time to devote to | & 2 7 é
J ‘ 2
I ” s g
R NG N FI Vs ey poven 1 yousetand s || 9 2| [8]2|
WON'T ACCEPT ANY 7 - ¢ N neighbors that when you put your mind to it, you £
ESZ = /¥A SN E 2, | can make a difference in your community — and 5 3 4 Z
X e LR A : you’ve probably built up some credibility with 2 £
g § the local government as well. Don’t be intimidat- 6 5 7 é
s ed by the title of the job. Sometimes the best re- 5 7 4 £
quirement for holding public office is the capac- &
ity to care, and you seem to have that down pat. 1 2 &
g Just because you don’t think of yourself as a local §
g official is no reason to dismiss the thought out- (®] 3 g
2 right. Remember that sometimes the best leaders — ©
2 . Difficulty Level % % % 3/05
g are the ones who never seek out the job.
° Dear Dr. Brothers: It was a dream come true ;¢ is a logic-based num- [5]9]1[7]2]6[4]8
. — at least, it seemed that way at first. My good 1., piacement uzzle. 2/4/8|1/ 3 9|76
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne friend of 14 years and I decided to open up a piz- ThIZ goal is topenter anum- 13.6.7]485[19
: za shop together. During the planning stages, he 0 ; ; 8/5/6|9/1/4]|]23
BEFORE T GIVE ¢ o Yoy AND 010 YOU was as excited as I, but now as we’re getting clos- ber, 1-9, ineach cellinwhich 1/2/9|5/7 3|84
YOUP/NIVEP’ WASH YOUR ALS0 WASH I ’t ] %1 g each row, column and 3x3 |55 418 6 2[5 1
v HANDS 2 oL er to actually constructing the place, he seems 0 1,qj0n must contain only one ARREEEE
: FOREARMS 7 never be available. I can’t seem to count on him ;00 - of each numeral. ol712Telal1135
g anymore for even the simplest things. Should I The solution to the last |g/1/3|2 5 8|9 7
press on and hope he comes around, or just move g, 70ku puzzle is at right. DTy el %X

on without him? — H.D.
Dear H.D.: Going into business with a friend

can be tricky. On one hand, you have the comfort Crsr to ui

of knowing someone you can trust; on the other, p q p

it’s all the more disappointing if you find that

trust broken. Many a friendship has ended once

commerce enters the picture. M O P G 1 O WKKFR D G G C C
Your friend most likely isn’t as serious about Q Q Q

this project as you are. That’s OK — for a large

number of people, just talking about an idea is

good enough to satisfy them. When it comes TKIE KT DH Q COB Q

to actually working on making the idea hap-

pen, these people usually become withdrawn KIS Q SEOSPDO?Z , H7 Q GR @
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Mother Goose and Grimm °® Mike Peters
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when they realize the effort involved. But you
shouldn’t let the attitudes of your friends dictate

s part of your relationship before  interteres DO'Q CRHWB QFE0GZ-MOGBCO.
with your frifandship further. It doesg’t havg to be Yestel‘day’s Cryptoqmp: WHEN A GINGER SNAP
a scene of high drama or confrontation — simply OR MACAROONTIS STRANGE—LOOKING, [ SUPPOSE

get the whole thing out in the open by talking to

him. It’s important to try to get him to be as hon- YOU MIGHT CALL IT A KOOKY COOKIE.

est as possible without his feeling cornered. He’ll Today’s Cl'yptquip Clue: Q equals S
most likely be relieved to be let off the hook, and

you’ll feel a lot freer to pursue your dream.

sauy Forth ® Gre g Howard (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
T WHY BOTHERZ JUST Bridge e steve Becker
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Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

C’MON, HIL! TRY TO THINK OF
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SOMETHING POSITIVE FOR 2009! /|| THINGS ARE LOOKING UR South dealer. ACROSS  37Failure DOWN 23 Ms.
SOME NEW PROBLEM IS 7 T North-South vulnerable. 1 Typeface 38 Cardiff’s 1 Cry like a Brocko-
BOUND TO APPEAR. E{SQTNEA%’S . 1/:0R9T§15 choice country baby vich
| COR COMPARISON At 5Quest  40°Good- 2 California 24 Off-
FLYING RIGHT ;g ; . 9 Witty one ness ) commu- roader
OVER MY HEAD. WEST EAST 12 Open a gracious! nity (A_b,br.)
@43 a7 crack 41 Extra 3 Tardy 25 Bill’'s
:(1)01%8_37 :?7(265 42 13 Terrible 43 Tea 4 Stylish partner
22 guy? variety 5 Bill- 26 Trouble
*R3I2 0 ourn U086 14 Rd. 47 Table board 27 Sulk
#KJ1062 15 Plumb- scrap 6 Mendes angrily
M 24 ers’ 48 Johnson or 29 Bottom
#AQ5 job? opponent Longoria line
The bidding: 17 X rating? 51 Anony- 7 Pack 30 Scepter
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts Touth est North Past 18Stagesa  mous away ornament
. 6H protest, John 8 Massage 35 Listening
MAN! Look A‘r’ NO, LOoOK AT ALL THE Opening lead — ten of hearts. of a sort 52 Very 9 ABBA device
© \ALL THE EWES! EWES, Not YOUS! Upping the Percentages 19 On the enthusi- hit 37 Local
n R GoU'RE NOT ’HELPlNG ey Whenever declarer is faced with a situation 21 SXLSIYG 53 _arzlt;c_ 103}?& g:?—:ces
o ME ANY! a Wher§ the success of the contract depends upon should gram certainty 39 Constitu-
e [ — a winning a finesse, he should first seek some alter- care.. 54Spring- 11 Fellow tional
[T ﬂ ﬂ s\~ native method of play by which the finesse can be why?” time 16 Carnival 40 Take
SIS U0 \ g™ avoided. The number of cases where a finesse can 22 “Napo- mo. city blades to
s = T 6‘ - g be eliminated in favor of a superior line of play leon 55 Colleen 20 Grazing blades
M St ) occurs far more often than is generally realized. Dynamite” 56 Garbage area 41 Pop
.. ~3 . S oakedd For example, take this hand where making six 24 ;tar barge 22 Mists 42 “fm on
< . o = T e spades superficially appears to depend on a suc- ore Solution time: 25 mins. stage
35 j “ o 7@‘?1 o T s ) Ii‘\ " cessful finesse in clubs. But if declarer relies sole- g; Rlstanlti P[A[L]O 43 i’robabll-
= ly on the hope that East was dealt the club king, 31 AS we” IN|OIN 44 IRy lated
Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott he will suffer a one-trick defeat. While there is a 55 ao) "~ e IR
y 50 percent chance that East was dealt the king of machine cl-iIl 35-Down
JEREMY D0 YOV YD PROBABLY FIND 8 clubs, this does not necessarily mean that there is gun 2 g ﬁ . 5 ; ﬁ i 45 Pianist
STILL HAVE THAT [TSOMEWHERE INTHIS only a 59 percent chance to make the contract. 33“— Town” [KlolalL ATNTY Peter
PERMISSI ONSLIP . South’s chance of bringing in the slam‘ iscon- 34 Novem- [Ec[A 46 Got
R > z| siderably greater than 50 percent, provided he ber BIRIOIN E bigger
INHOUR BACKFACK® {| takes the preparatory steps necessary to increase responsi- f\ ? g E 2 49 Eggs
£l his chances. With correct play, South can elevate bility G[L[A[D s| 50 Fleur-
:| his probability of success to better than 70 per- 36 Fellows Yesterday’s answer 3-5 de- —
5| cent. o 2 s 10 [11
z After winning the ace of hearts, he draws two
0 = rounds of trumps and ruffs a heart. The A-K of
it ‘ = diamonds are cashed and a diamond is ruffed.
Dummy’s last heart is trumped, and the eight of
T, diamonds is led. When West produces the queen,

the slam becomes a certainty. Instead of ruffing,
declarer allows West to win the trick, and a club

‘%UOV?ELHQTIU&; 2 1JUST THINK is discarded from dummy!
TALKINGTOT SUES CTE, Aﬁgﬁlu%ggﬂ NG Whatever West returns, the contract is made. If

West leads a club, South scores the queen, while
if a heart is led, dummy discards a second club as
declarer ruffs in his hand.

Note that at no point during the play does de-
clarer relinquish his chance of making the con-
tract via a club finesse. But by eliminating the
red suits first, he also eliminates the need for the
finesse whenever West started with the majority
of the missing diamonds.
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FANTASK ROMANCES
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