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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

T'LL HE THE

GCRAMBLED €605,
TOAST AND

SOME OF TUAT
RASPBERRY
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I LOOKED AT

YOU CAN'T

I HAVE TO CANCEL
OUR APPOINTMENT,
SIR. SOMETHING
CAME UP

GET RIGHT
OVER HERE!

CANCEL ME!
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SOMETHING
CAME UP

LET'S GET ONE OF THOSE NEW
MATTRESSES WHERE YOU CAN
BOUNCE AND BOUNCE AND BOUNCE

AND I WOULDN'T EVEN NOTICE
w ON My SIDE
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

[1 CAN'T BELIEVE IT! A SNOW DAY!
THIS IS SO GREAT!
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Todd the Dinosaur °®

p ity
TICKE 5}9
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HONeY, [ DON'T BOUNCE
AND BOUNCE

www.Blondie.com

YEAH, I KNOW...
BUT YOU COULD IF
YOU WANTED TO

©2009 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

RIS
BROWNE
2-25

@00 MIGHT
SAR WE'RE
INEVITABLE

",
5

S22

_

O
J

>

i
g
|
|

i

- §
3

©2009 Grimmy, Inc. Distributed by King Features Inc. grimmy.com

I'M BORED
OF MY SKULL.

oUT \Y_ WELL, THAT TOOK )
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OR I CAN BREAK DOWN A BOX OF

P 1 FINALLY GET A SNOW DAY AND WELL, WHY NOT
I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT TO DO WITH IT. START ON THAT BOOK
REPORT THAT’S DUE TYPE.
SOON2 OR WORK
ON YOUR SCIENCE

"LUCKY CHARMS" BY MARSHMALLOW

THAT'S IT, HIL.
SEIZE THE DAY.
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Use wax paper

on cookie dough

Dear Heloise: Every year, I make more than
1,000 cookies to send to friends and family. One
of the favorites is a 70-year-old recipe for jelly-
center thumbprint cookies. The most tricky and
time consuming part is smashing the balls of
COOKIE DOUGH into flat rounds. It’s messy
too, having to flour the glass just about every oth-
er cookie. This year, I decided to use my trusty
old friend, waxed paper. I rolled the 1-inch balls
and set them out on the cookie sheet, then cov-
ered the whole thing with one sheet of waxed pa-
per. I put my glass on top and pushed down on
one, then the next and the next, until the whole
sheet was done. It saved so much time, and I was
able to use the same sheet of waxed paper for all
the cookie sheets!

I also save a lot of time washing up by using
parchment paper to cover all of my cookie sheets.
The cookies don’t stick, and I can throw them
away if anything gets too messy. Again, they can
be used for several batches, and I have to wash
cookie sheets only at the end of each day.

I read your column in The Washington Post
and have learned a lot! — Cookie Mama from
Bethesda, Md.

You bake a lot of cookies! We love your time-
saving hint to speed up the baking process! — He-
loise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:

Heloise

P.O. Box 795000

San Antonio, TX 78279-5000

Fax: 210-HELOISE

E-mail: Heloise(at)Heloise.com

ICE-CREAM CONE

Dear Heloise: My grandkids love kid-size ice-
cream cones. They can be messy with melting ice
cream. [ put a strawberry or other piece of fruit in
the bottom and use thick, flavored yogurt instead
of ice cream. The children love to add a few mini
marshmallows or candy to the yogurt for an eat-
ing surprise. — Skeeter Gurzick, Omaha, Neb.

SAUCY SAVINGS

Dear Heloise: I like to save the dipping sauces
(unopened) that they give you when you go to
a fast-food restaurant. When I make sandwiches
for my family’s lunch, I spread a small amount
of these on the sandwich (instead of mustard or
mayo). It’s something different, and it livens up
a sandwich.

Also, when I make chicken on the grill, I use
these sauces at the end instead of barbecue sauce
(I'like the sweet and sour best). It’s tasty and free.
— Debbie J. in Pennsylvania

BAY LEAVES

Dear Heloise: When adding bay leaves to
soups, stews, etc., count how many leaves you
are adding. Then count them upon completing the
cooking. — Jersey Jo in New Jersey

TONG STORAGE

Dear Heloise: Put stainless kitchen tongs in a
paper-towel cardboard tube. I have done it for
years — no mess in the drawer. — Joan Tomajko,
New Windsor, N.Y.
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Bridge e steve Becker

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
MAI06
¥YKS53
K107
dAOR4
WEST EAST
®#KJ97 Q4
¥YQ108 vi4
®84 96532
$QJ102 SdK 753
SOUTH
®8532
YA9762
*AQ]J
6
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 19 Pass
1 NT Pass 2NT Pass
3¢ Pass 49

Opening lead — queen of clubs.

The Battle for Trump Control

Assume you’re in four hearts and West leads a
club. How should you play the hand?

You start by assuming that the opponents’
hearts are divided 3-2, partly because they are
likely to be and partly because it’s hard to see
how the contract can be made if they’re not.

With the hearts 3-2, you can count nine tricks
— four hearts, three diamonds and the two black
aces. A 3-3 spade break would eventually enable
you to develop a 10th trick in spades, but a 3-3
break is only a 36 percent chance.

However, there is a line of play available that
does not depend on how the spades break, and
it should be adopted. It involves boosting your
heart winners from four tricks to five, and you do
this by means of a dummy reversal. Nothing can
go wrong, so long as the hearts are 3-2.

You begin by taking the club ace and ruffing a
club at trick two. Then, after cashing the A-K of
trumps, you ruff another club, enter dummy with
a diamond and ruff dummy’s last club.

As a result of these maneuvers, you have no
more trumps in your hand, while dummy still has
one. But more importantly, in the course of your
travels back and forth, you have won the first
seven tricks — and you still have three more com-
ing in the form of the A-Q of diamonds and ace
of spades. Come what may, you are sure to make
the contract by simply playing your high cards.
If one of your winners happens to get ruffed with
the missing high trump, then dummy’s last trump
will score the 10th trick.

By ruffing dummy’s club losers in your hand
— which is the reverse of the usual procedure you
eliminate entirely the danger of an unfriendly
spade division.
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“Oh! | hope you
Grandma.”
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Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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This is a logic-based num-

ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich

each row, column and 3x3

regionmust contain only one

instance of each numeral.
The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SINCE A NATIVE

AMERICAN LEADER BECAME A COP, HIS BUDDIES
HAVE DUBBED HIM THE CHIEF OF POLICE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; X equals L

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 41 Clinton DOWN 20 Sentry’s
1D.C. opponent 1 Ahab command
types, for 43 Onesie, portrayer 22 Succo-

short e.g. 2The tash
5 Intention 46 Borgnine yoke’s on ingredient
8 Resis- autobiog- them 23 Duck
tance raphy 3 Old Italian 25 Poke
measures 50 Shaving money 26 Hearty
12 Egress cream 4 Wonder quaff
13 “CSI” additive or Nicks 27 Post-
evidence 51 Silver- 5 Commo- breakup
14 Tide white tion payment
type element 6 B&B 29 Car
15 Rite 54 Sawyer’'s 7 Baseball’s 31 Height of
17 Chills and pal “Say Hey fashion?
fever 55 Intimi- Kid” 32 Possess
18 Varlet date 8 Where 34 Melody
19 Cop’s 56 Basilica the elated 38 Lily
badge section walk Munster’s
21 Erstwhile 57 Santa’s 9 Domina- hubby
Peruvian sackful tion 40 Some golf
24 Branch 58 Id 10 Manhan- tourneys
25 Make fun counter- dle 42 Floral
of part 11 Hurried neckwear
28 Ellipse 59 Profits 16 Chaps 43 Transport
30 Discover- for
er’s cry Solution time: 21 mins. 54-Across
33 Chicken- |[O[N|E TIHIE[ 44 Medley
king link 2 g va 45 Fight the
34 Rainbow NER clock
fish clo|T sl 47 “Unh-unh”
35 Just out |O[R|R VIAlL| 48 “Meet Me
36 — canto E CE) : 2 >L‘ L — Louis”
37 Indi\(idual B TTery| 49 Spuds’
38 Choir’s TIAlC buds
rendition [A[C|E T|E| 52 Yuletide
39 Charged [Y]|R|IN E[A beverage
bit TIEID ATl 53 Pair
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