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UNTIL I THINK OF IT,

Dr. Brothers

Gossip can end
a relationship

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband and I live in
a very small, close-knit town. We have a happy
marriage, but part of my job entails traveling a lot

I’m being unfaithful. I love my husband, and he’s
been a good sport about the whole thing, but it’s
starting to get to both of us. How can we combat
these rumors and stop people from gossiping? —
B.L.

Dear B.L.: Gossip, especially in a small town,
can be almost impossible to squelch. If the gossip
starts getting worse, or you just have had enough,
you can try talking to some of the worst offend-
ers, if you know who they are. Usually, simply
hearing a rumor makes people believe it, so it can
be hard to combat rumors once they’ve started. If
you can figure out an underlying motivation for
these hurtful rumors, you can combat them more

gitimate explanation for your behavior.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I drink a lot of coffee at
work, and recently a co-worker told me that
drinking so much caffeine can actually make it
harder to concentrate and work effectively. I told
him to mind his own business. He then went over
my head to my superior and told him that I started
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“Im not so sure it’s affection. | think
he’s just wiping his nose.”
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You should continue to work normally, knowing
that if something like this happens again, you
have recourse in the facts of the situation. How-
ever, your co-worker might be seeing something
that you are missing about your work. Your su-
perior also might see a problem with your work
habits, in which case you should use this oppor-
tunity to reflect on why it is you drink so much
coffee, and whether your lifestyle is causing your
work to suffer.
(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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North-South vulnerable.
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Jacobs, North, considered bidding over three
notrump, but this was not as clear-cut as it may -
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seem. As played by most of today’s expert part-
nerships, a rebid of three notrump after opening
with one of a minor tends to imply a strong, pos-
sibly unbalanced hand containing a long, solid or
near-solid suit.

Jacobs therefore had to allow for the possibil-
ity that South had only one spade, and chose the
conservative course. After a spade lead by West,
declarer had no trouble taking all the tricks for a
score of 720, but wound up losing 12 IMPs.

Tomorrow: For whom the bells toll.
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