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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker
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I’LL SAY ONE THING. BEETLES VERY GOOP
AT TRYING TO TURN A FAULT INTO A VIRTUE

° INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR °
» MEDITATION AND RELAXATION
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[ THOUGHT ABOUT RETIRING,
BUT ['D MISS THE
CAMARADEREE AT THE
OFFICE

PLAYFUL INTERACTION
BETWEEN ME AND
MY EMPLOVEES

[ THAT OLD GOAT MUsT HAVE Al
ANOTHER COMPANY SOMEWHERE
THAT HE'S NEVER TOLD ME ABOUT
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[ 50 RALPH WoN'T| NOWIN FACT |
HE STARTED
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THEIR FIRST
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SWITCH TO TONIGHT,
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

BUT IF YOU DOUBT
THAT DESPITE
4 EVERYTHING I'E
— SAID AND DONE OVER
THE YEARS, THEN I'M

T'VE NEVER LOVED ANYONE LIKE I LOVE
YOU. AND I WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU... ,
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WOW...HOW DID YOU BECOME SO
FORCEFUL2?
I HAD LIKE THREE SWEET

TEAS TODAY, SO I'M
PRETTY PUMPED.

ARE YOU FINISHEDZ CAN I FINALLY SAY
SOMETHING2
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1M 50 SoRRY, W YOU CAN TELL ME
TED!

THAT OVER THE BELATED
VALENTINE’S DINNER
YOU NOW OWE ME.

CAN'T...MAINTAIN...

CONSCIOUSNESS. . . WAK’E
MusT...5TAY... |3 op!
AWAKE ...MUST. .. AONT

BE...STRONG.

FINISHED
HER STORY
VET!
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SEND US DOWN To THE
GENERAL STORE To BuY A
SODEE POP FOR Two CENTS!

TWO CENTS !

I CONT THE MORNING
AND THELOCK 16 CONE,
BUT My BIKE 155TILL THERE!
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T KNOW! THEY
RIPFEL’ ME OFF
AND INS(LTED
My BIKE!
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|Heloise

® Hints from
|| Heloise

Getting streaks
off stainless

Dear Heloise: How do I get STREAKS off
stainless-steel appliances? I have bought two
brands of cleaner (aerosol and polish) made spe-
cifically for stainless steel, but my fridge and oven
still look bad. The fridge has streaks from the wa-
ter dispenser where water has run down the side.
Any ideas? The commercial polishes seem to just
smudge. — Heidi of Punta Gorda, Fla.

You are not alone! I have a stainless-steel refrig-
erator and am always wiping it down, since fin-
gerprints seem to reappear. Stainless-steel appli-
ances and sinks come in many different finishes,
so it’s important to use the recommended method
and cleaning agent for your appliance. Check the
owner’s manual or online for the manufacturer’s
suggestions for Test a small area with a cleaner,
rubbing with the grain. Cleaners containing so-
dium chloride (salt) or chlorine (bleach) should
NOT be used. Generally, a mild detergent and
warm water will do the job, but if the grime is
embedded, a mild, nonabrasive powder is OK.
Don’t use anything abrasive on the surface — this
goes for cleaners, metal brushes, etc.

Grease can be removed by using a solution of
4-8 tablespoons of non-sudsy ammonia in a quart
of water. You MUST rinse well after ANY type of
cleaning, then wipe dry. If the cleaning agent is not
completely rinsed off;, it could harm the surface.

Once your appliances are streak-free, try wash-
ing and drying the stainless-steel surface fre-
quently or as soon as a spot or streak appears.
The longer the stain remains, the harder it will be
to remove! — Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise

P.O. Box 795000

San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 210-HELOISE

E-mail: Heloise @Heloise.com

GROCERY LIST

Dear Heloise: As a mom, it’s hard for me to
keep track of my grocery list while keeping tabs
on the kids at the grocery store. My answer was
to create a document on my computer that lists
each aisle. Then I added lines underneath. Every
week, I print it off, and when I need something, I
write it under the appropriate aisle.

— Jessica in Munster, Ind.

SNOW REMOVAL

Dear Heloise: After driving in snow and slush,
we drive into our garage, and it falls off and melts
on the garage floor, creating a mess and possible
slipping hazard. We have an easy solution to
clean the mess. We grab a shovelful of fresh snow
and throw it on the slushy, watery mess. The new
snow absorbs the slush and water, making it easy
to shovel or push-broom the mess out of the ga-
rage. — Carolyn H. from Northern Indiana

(c)2009 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge e steve Becker

North South
1. 16 2 NT
?
2. 1 I 4
1o ?
3. 1% 1 NT
39 ?
4 Pass 16
2% ?
5. 1% 2¢
29 2NT
?
6. 14 19
16 3¢
?
7. 1 & 19
2 & 24
?
Bidding Quiz

Above are seven common bidding sequenc-
es. Where the question mark appears, indicate
whether you consider partner’s last bid as forcing
(compelling you to bid again) or nonforcing (per-
mitting you to pass). If partner’s last bid merely
invites you to bid again, treat such a bid as non-
forcing.

1. Forcing. In Standard bidding, South’s two-
notrump bid shows 13 to 15 points, balanced
distribution and stoppers in the other three suits.
Such a hand opposite an opening bid obviously
should offer excellent prospects for game. North
is therefore required to bid again, even with a
minimum opening.

2. Nonforcing. North may have minimum val-
ues for his opening bid, and South also may have
minimum values for his response, so South is not
compelled to bid again. If North wanted partner
to bid again, he would have to jump in a new suit
(a jump-shift).

3. Nonforcing. Here South is being strongly in-
vited to go on, but he may pass with only six or
seven points instead of the eight to 10 he might
have had for the initial notrump response.

4. Nonforcing. Ordinarily, the bid of a new suit
by responder is 100 percent forcing, but when a
player has passed originally, the change-of-suit
principle no longer applies.

5. Nonforcing. South should have 11 or 12
points, making his two-notrump bid merely in-
vitational.

6. Forcing. As in problem 1., a jump bid by the
responder is forcing to game unless the partner-
ship agrees otherwise.

7. Forcing. Just as the one-heart response
forced North to bid again, so does the mention of
still another new suit. North may have minimum
values and be tempted to pass, but he is nonethe-
less required to honor South’s forcing bid.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Family Circus e Bil Keane

©2009 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd
www.familycircus.com

“Well SURE they call a dead person
‘the late.’ If you’re not alive, you
can’t get anywhere on time.”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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This is a logic-based num- |4/2|1|6 5 3]|9|7|8
ber placement puzzle. 8 57/1/49]2 36
The goal is to enter a num- 316/918/2/715/4 1
ber, 1-9, ineach cell inwhich 2(8/314/7/6]119|5

119/6(3 85(4(2|7
each row, column and 3x3 57 4|91 2|68 3
regionmustcontainonlyone [eT4Tgl7 9 11352
instance of each numeral. 9l1/2l5 3 8|7 6l4
The solution to the last |[7]3]5|2/6/4(|8/19

Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip
YXCCLYRKO YLZTLKT MPRTE

“R ZWET W PTWBBF HRO

TPPLP!™ ... MLXBE FLX MWBB

®

RD W HBXKETP-YDWDTZTKD?
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F YOU REALLY

DELIGHT IN READING THE NOVELS OF WRITER

WAUGH, I SUPPOSE YOU REVEL IN EVELYN.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals L

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 38 Shetland, DOWN 23 Rap
1 Scepter for one 1 West 24 Altar
adorn- 39 Midafter- Indian affirmative
ment noon, magic 25 Rep.
4 Spinning in a way 2 Syna- rival
meas. 41 Benefi- gogue 26 Crafty
7 First- cent VIP 28 Adversary
anniver- 45 Bread 3 Infants 30 Exist
sary gift 47 — juice 4 St. Louis 31 Pump
12 Sheepish (milk) squad up the
remark? 48 Woody 5 Mars, e.g. volume
13 Will Smith Allen 6 Clemen- 32 Long
biopic movie tine’s March
14 Impres- 52 Present dad, e.g. leader
sive topper 7 Poker 33 B&B
setup 53 Wanted- holding 36 Urban
15 Recede poster 8 Joan of — distur-
16 Human- datum 9 Expert bance
lion- 54 Time of 10 Anvil site 37 Stored
dragon your life? 11 Alterna- fodder
hybrid 55 Work with tive 40 Teeny
18 Copper 56 Furrier’s to white bits
head? wares 17 4-Down, 42 Dye
19 Villain’s 57 Wield a e.g. deeply
look needle 21 One 43 Sue
20 Radiator 58 Conger or of the Grafton’s
noise moray Corleones “N”
22 Historic 44 Wooden
time Solution time: 25 mins. peg
23 “Bye Bye [w[A SIM u[F[Fle]A[c]s] 45 Church
Birdie” AlSIK ARMEMIIIT service
song C-H; - M 2SLE] 46 From
27 Fre- WIA[RID o) the
quently Elclo WH start
29 “Deal or [PJu]P L|A[P| 48 Naviga-
No Deal” H_ IEE tion
host aid
31 Acid type  [S1O SHM 49 Hearty
34 Spacious [ATpla DIATW quaff
35 Way G|E[L E[v[E| 50 Zero
37 Moment Yesterday’s answer 2-20 51 Chapeau
i J2 |3 5 |6 8 [o [10 [11
12
15
18
20
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