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Baby Blues ° Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

T PULLED THE KDY
OLO PUSUTON ouT
OF THE ATTIC

Fop el

/

—

!
\

(/[ —
l

—_—

T THOUGHT WieeN COuLD LearN
To PULL HERSELF UP ON IT AND
ENEN TAKE A (OUPLE OF STES, |

WHAT'S WITH
THE T-SHIRT?2

BEETLE SAYS IT MEANS I'M THE
TARGET OF THE MEN'S RESPECT
AND HOW THEY AIMTO IMITATE
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f JUST A HINT.

DON'T WEAR IT
TO THE RANGE
TODPAY

DADDY, WE WANT TO DISCUSS
LOWANCES
WITH YOU
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I~ BY DISCUSS YOU MEAN YOU
WANT THEM TO CONTINUE,

www.Blondie.com

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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PLAN

YOU DON'T WORK FOR
J.C.DITHERS ALL THESE YEARS
WITHOUT PICKING UP A

IF MY 7HE’5 THE ONE WHO WiLL
BE DOING THE COOKING.!

TRICK OR TWO!

[T HEAR THE
FEDS WANT
RALPH TO GINE
UPHISANALOG TV,
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STILLWORK T
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

LACK OF COMMUNICATION?Z

DO YOU KNOW HOW MANY COUPLES
BREAK UP OVER MISPERCEPTION OR

THINKS THE OTHER
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DO YOU WANT I WISH I HAD A PUNCHLINE TO END

US TO DRIFT THIS SERIES OF QUESTIONS ON,BUT ALL
APART BECAUSE I HAVE IS SOME ANGER AND A LOT OF
ONE MISTAKENLY

OH No, ROBIN! THE
JOKER 1S ON THE LOOSE
AGAIN! T'LL JusT REACH
IN MY OTILITY BELT AND

MY EGG SALAD
SAMMICH!
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BATMAN 15 A LITTLE
HYPOGLYCEMIC AND \S
HAVING A LITTLE SOME]
THING To BRING UP HIS
BLOOD SUGAR. HE WiLL
BE VANQUISHING THE
JOKER SHORTLY
I THINK

I'M connal. &
NEED A )
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ROBER'

o MADE MY
FAVORITE DINNER,
M HOMEWCORK 15
TOTALLY DONE, AND
IT6 ONlY SEVENTHIRTY
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T AUNAYG MAKES
HIM SULLEN AND
RESENTFULWHEN
HE DOESNT HAVE
ANYTHINGTO BE
SUULENAND
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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

rchildren

need limits

Dear Dr. Brothers: What would you think of
a grandmother who wants to run and hide when
her young grandkids come for a visit? Well, that
unfriendly grandmother is me, and I remember
the first time I realized I don’t like this new role.
It was when two little toddlers knocked over my
china cabinet! I proceeded to yell at them. Now
the family doesn’t want to come and visit me
anymore, even though I have tried to be tolerant
since then. How can I end this mess? — C.L.

Dear C.L.: Your sense of frustration is coming
through loud and clear, and if it makes you feel
any better, you certainly are not alone.

Your main concern should be to not let the
little ones feel they are anything less than wel-
come and to talk over with their parents any of
the problems you are having with being around
the little ones. Let the family know how much
you love them, but structure visits so that you can
enjoy the children in small doses and without risk
to your belongings. Sometimes our children do or
don’t want to realize that their parents are getting
older and have some restrictions on what they
can handle. Reassure them that you enjoy being
a grandparent and want the kids to enjoy them-
selves as much as possible. It should be smoother
sailing after that.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I feel so sorry for my son,
who is 12. He’s in middle school, and all his
friends have developed a lot faster than he has.
He still looks like a little kid, and his friends are
all “young men” now. He doesn’t have the confi-
dence to go out for sports, and now his friends are
leaving him behind. What can I do to help him
feel better about himself? — D.W.

Dear D.W.: Middle school is such a difficult
time for children. During elementary school,
there’s some competition developing around
athletic prowess, but mostly kids are still in the
playing stage, and it is then that they can start to
show leadership and/or physical skills. But when
they get to middle school, it can be a whole new
ball game — due largely to their changing bod-
ies. If your child is lacking in body size, that still
could come — but there’s no reason he couldn’t
start going to a gym and, with supervision, start
working on his fitness and strength. A personal
trainer who specializes in young teens might be
a good investment — a mentor could help give his
self-esteem a jump-start.

In the meantime, he’s got to try to get through
the hard times with his peers. A study in The Jour-
nal of Sport Behavior studied elementary-school
children or their attitudes about their peers, and
the ones who were perceived as less athletic were
more likely to feel lonely. That kind of feeling
can have long-lasting implications, so now is the
time to work on those issues that are threatening
your son’s happiness.
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Bridge e steve Becker

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
aK 4
YAT62
K83
®K 1053
WEST EAST
»® ®J1097
¥QJ98S YK 1043
€J952 €QI06
$*Q976 »J4
SOUTH
MAQB86ES532
v _
®AT4
dAR2
The bidding:
North East South  West
1 & Pass 26 Pass
2NT Pass 36 Pass
4 & Pass 6P

Opening lead — queen of hearts.

Never Relax

There are many hands where, at the outset, the
contract seems very easy to make. But one of the
marks of a top-notch declarer is that he asks him-
self, even in apparently “cut-and-dried” cases,
whether anything can possibly go wrong.

Consider this deal where declarer won the
opening heart lead with the ace, discarding a
club. He then cashed the king of spades, discov-
ering that he had to lose a trump trick.

South still had a chance to avoid a diamond
loser if the opposing clubs were divided 3-3, in
which case he could eventually discard a dia-
mond on dummy’s fourth club. So after drawing
two more rounds of trumps, he cashed the A-K of
clubs and ruffed a club. But when the suit failed
to divide evenly, he could not avoid losing a dia-
mond and a spade for down one.

However, declarer should have made the slam.
The fault lay in his play to the very first trick,
when he failed to make provision for a 4-0 trump
split.

As a safety measure, he should have ruffed the
opening heart lead in his hand, since there was no
need to take the ace before testing the trump situ-
ation. When a spade to the king then reveals the
bad trump break, South can embark on a plan to
try to score all of the trumps in his hand.

He begins by cashing the ace of hearts, dis-
carding a club, then ruffs a heart. Next the A-K of
clubs are taken and dummy’s last heart is ruffed.
Finally, the A-K of diamonds are played and a
club is led from dummy.

At this point, East has the J-10-9 of trumps and
queen of diamonds, while South has the A-Q-8 of
spades and seven of diamonds. If East discards
his diamond, South ruffs low and loses only a di-
amond. If East trumps the club instead, declarer
sheds his losing diamond. Either way, the slam is
made as one of East’s two “sure” tricks simply
vanishes.
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Family Circus e Bil Keane

© 2009 Bil Keane, Inc.
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“Mommy, is it OK if Daddy tags along
with me to the park?”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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Difficulty Level % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THOSE TWO STUBBORN
OLD GOATS LOVETO ARGUE OVER EVERYTHING.
THEY ARE ALWAYS BUTTING HEADS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals |

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 37 Choppers DOWN 21 Sobbed
1 Ain'tno 39 Aries 1 Service- 22 Malaria
more 41 Lemieux woman symptom
4 Hand milieu 2 Blond 23 Enthusi-
warmer 42 Have shade ast
8 Super- 44-Across 3 Do some 27 Corn
market 44 Evening pre-bout spike
supply meal exercise 29 Opposite
12 Request 46 Big 4 Get down result
13 Taj Mahal con 5 “Blecch!” 30 “The
city 50 — de 6 Gift-tag Amazing
14 Send deux word -
forth 51 PBS 7 Deadly 31 Unoriginal
15 Easy field science 8 Signal one
goal show lights 33 “The
17 Compe- 52 Hidden 9 Early Daily
tent trigger pulpit Show”
18 Sajak or 56 Hebrew 10 Under- host
Sum- month water 35 Petrol
merall 57 Green breathing 38 Meccan
19 Middle land appara- pilgrim-
kid, 58 Margery tus? age
ina of rhyme 11 Goblet 40 Snuffle-
sitcom 59 Money part upagus,
21 Pen VIP 60 Encoun- 16 Cushion e.g.
24 Author ter 20 Main- 43 Tribe
Buscaglia 61 CBS lander’s emblem
25 “I” strain? logo memento 45 Man-
26 Wish handle
otherwise Solution time: 25 mins. 4g Hosiery
28 Further AM woe
down the ? 8 47 Protuber-
page ance
32 99 of :H 48 Elliptical
the 101 Alu] 49 Soft
Dalma- VI|E cheese
tians ED| 53 Rage
34 Play- s| 94 Comedi-
ground AN an
game T Romano
36 Rebuff a s[s] 55 Flock
masher 2-19 member
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