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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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MISS BUXLEY,
WILL YOU
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Blondie ® Chic Young

CLOSE YOUR
DOOR?2
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YOUR COAT RACK 1S
SCOWLING AT ME

TODAY, AT A MEETING, THE BOSS

TOLD EVERYONE THAT HE HAD
GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS...
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THE GOOD NEWS WAS THAT WE
WOULD CONTINUE WORKING AT
J.C. DITHERS AND CO.

www.Blondie.com
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NO, WAIT! THAT WAS
THE BAD NEWS...
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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HARDALL MY MINE]Y
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OF COURSE, THERE ARE
THOSE WHO DIBAGREE ..,
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THE TAX MEN THINK
I'VE GOT THEIRS
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

AND ARIA ARE AN [TEM. AND IN MY
EXPERIENCE, OFFICE RUMORS ARE
N2, ALWAYS TRUE...
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[TED, T'VE HEARD A RUMOR THAT YOU
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BELIEVE IN
LIFE AFTER

7] MARY IN ACCOUNTING

IS A PROBLEM

7] DRINKER. LOU IN
SALES IS CHEATING

ON HIS WIFE. STEVE IN

HR IS A DRUG USER...
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JUST BECAUSE ARIA AND I TALK

IN THE !
OFFICE DOESN'T MEAN WERE AN "ITEM," SIR...

I MEAN, HAROLD

(JANETTE IN DEVELOPMENT IS A
NEGLIGENT PARENT...

AND KEVIN ARE

OH. I SHOULD GET THEM

ALWAYS TOGETHER
AND NO ONE
THINKS THEY'RE
A COUPLE.
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SOMETHING.
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SPLEEN.
S-P-L-E-E-N.
SPLEEN

VERY GooD!' Now
PLEASE OSE IT IN A
SENTENCE

LOCY, LET ME SPLEEN
THIS To You...You
CANNOT BE IN THE

cHo!

HEY MOM, BUT FIRGT INEED AR | | FOUR HOURS OF TOTAL YOU STAYONT REGARDLESS

[ DECIDED HOURE OF UNINTERRUPTED /| ISOLATION WHEN YU OF SOUND) VIBRATIONS,
THAT TCAN SIUDY TIME. CANTCOME INO MY OPORE, INTUITION...
WATCH THAT NONAGGING. ROOM FOR AN REASON WAYEE TLL ST
MOVIEWITH NORERUESTS. |3 | WHATEOEVER! WATCHTHATMNIE
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|Heloise

® Hints from
|| Heloise

with low calories

Dear Heloise: I think I remember reading in
your column a recipe for a LOW-CALORIE
JAM. Can you check your files and reprint this
for me? Thanks so much. — Linda from Nevada

Linda, I sure can, and it’s an easy jam to make.
One of the good points of this recipe is that you
can use practically any fruit you choose. So, fruit
that is on sale is a good choice! It makes the jam
more economical, too.

You will need:

1/2 teaspoon lemon juice

1/2 to 1 teaspoon fructose or sugar substitute

1 to 2 teaspoons unflavored gelatin

1/8 to 1/4 cup apple juice (the amount depends
on how tart or sweet the fruit is)

3/4 to 1 cup of fresh fruit, rinsed, dried and
cubed (I like to keep the skin on, but you can peel
it if you want to)

Mix all the ingredients (NOT the gelatin) and
cook for only three or four minutes on high heat,
stirring constantly. I taste the jam at this point and
add a little fructose or sugar substitute if needed.
Next, add the gelatin, stirring until dissolved. Put
the jam in clean jars with lids or in a sealable
container. Keep in the fridge and use within two
weeks. There are no preservatives, so it does not
keep long. This is why I make small batches with
fruit that is ripe or on sale.

This jam is delicious on waffles, pancakes and
even as a topping for ice cream! — Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com
DRAWER ORGANIZATION

Dear Heloise: It’s taken me 56 years of mar-
riage to finally come up with this handy hint. In
the kitchen utility drawer that has long-handled
utensils, usually you open the drawer and you’re
looking at handles! I turn the items so the handles
are at the back of the drawer, and you easily can
see at a glance what you have without having to
pull the drawer all the way out.

Every day I look forward to reading your col-
umn in the Kennebec Journal. — Dorothy A. Turn-
er, Augusta, Maine

CHICKEN MEALS

Dear Heloise: When I roast a chicken, we eat
off of it for a few days, then I put it into a pan with
water and boil it to make chicken soup. The meat
falls off the bones, which adds flavor to the stock.
After removing the bones, I add my veggies and
have a wonderful chicken soup as another meal.
Nothing is wasted. — Ambrosia, via e-mail

ANCHORING PANS

Dear Heloise: I got tired of my large cake and
muffin pans “jumping” around in the dishwasher.
I got some short stretch cords with hooks and an-
chor the pans down. Works like a charm! — Ar-
lyce Manney, Lubbock, Texas

()2009 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge e steve Becker

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
MAI10
¥J103
®8542
*AJB6
WEST EAST
NJjo952 863
YA84 YK752
®QJ73 ®1096
»74 K53
SOUTH
A#KQ74
¥Q96
®AK
Q1092
The bidding:
South  West North East
I NT Pass 3 NT All Pass

Opening lead — three of diamonds.

With a little bit of luck.

There are times when declarer cannot afford to
develop all his potential tricks, the usual reason
being that by the time the winners are established,
the defenders will already have collected enough
tricks to defeat him. In these cases, declarer may
have to search for a quicker way to gain the ad-
ditional trick (or tricks) he needs.

For example, take this deal where declarer
starts with six top tricks -- three spades, two dia-
monds and a club -- and so needs three more to
make three notrump. He wins the opening dia-
mond lead with the king and tries the club finesse,
hoping West has the king.

But East takes the club ten with the king and
returns a diamond to the ace. South wins and,
with only eight tricks in view, must try to find
another trick.

If South had all the time he needed, he could
drive out the A-K of hearts and score his ninth
trick in that suit. But that obviously won’t work
on this occasion, since the opponents will collect
two diamond tricks to go with the A-K of hearts
and club king for down one.

There is only one genuine chance for nine
tricks, and that lies in the hope that West was
dealt the jack of spades. If so, dummy’s ten
can be converted into a trick by taking a finesse
against the jack.

So at trick four, declarer leads the spade four
and, when West follows low, plays dummy’s ten.
After it wins, South cashes three more spades and
three clubs and so gets home with the contract.

It is true that the unusual first-round spade
finesse might lose to East, in which case South
would go down an extra trick.

But considering that declarer is investing only
50 points while trying to gain 400 (roughly the
value of a nonvulnerable game at rubber bridge),
this minuscule loss is clearly worth the risk.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Family Circus e Bil Keane
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“This is still in good shape, Mommy.

We could have a lot more babies.”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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©2009 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

This is a logic-based num-

ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich

each row, column and 3x3

regionmust contain only one

instance of each numeral.
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The solution to the last
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Difficulty Level

Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip

ZX GXQ HKYAE HKS ZSLXRTIHYR

LXAESG

SBSVKJAH RXQBZ

LIKE TO CALL HIM A SUPER SUPER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals D

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 30 High-arc 4 Reject 19 Edge
1 Vacation- shot with 20 Com-
ing 33 Storm- disdain pass
4 Bribe predicting 5 Made dir.
7 Duel agency up 21 Jaunty
tool 36 In layers one’s chapeau
8 Stimulant 37 Shabby mind 22 Go

10 Gave 38 Indigent 6 Pron. nowhere
ita 39 Holly- type 23 Zero-
whack wood 7 “— go star

11 Light clashers bragh!” movie
brown fur 40 Susan of 8 Exces- 24 Pro-

13 Depart- “L.A. sive tected,
ment Law” 9 On ina
store 41 Lair the way
employee way 25 Wit-

16 “A DOWN up nessed
Chorus 1 Put 10 Even 26 Late
Line” one’s number 28 “... —
song two 12 Eagle’s Men

17 Circular cents in home ina

18 Anger 2 Nourish 14 Drudgery Tub”

19 Excep- 3 Men’s 15 Roulette 29 High-
tional hats bet pitched

20 Okla- 30 Spill
homa Solution time: 21 mins. the
city beans

21 Invigo- 31 Dinner
rating for

23 Spree Dobbin

25 Appear 32 Pur-

26 Color chase
quality 34 Prepared

27 Branch FI* to drive

28 Street- L (with
cars’ E “up”)
kin Yesterday’s answer 2-11 35 Anger
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SINCE THE APARTMENT
MANAGER DOES OUTSTANDING WORK, WE ALL



