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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

How to Figure the Odds
Let’s say you’ve bid a slam and the outcome 

depends entirely on whether a finesse against the 
missing king of trumps succeeds. In that case, 
you have about a 50 percent chance of making 
the slam. 

Now let’s suppose you can make the slam if ei-
ther of two finesses succeeds. In that case, if you 
plan to take both finesses, you’re a 3-to-l favorite 
to make the contract. 

This brings us to the present deal, where South 
reached six hearts as shown and West led a dia-
mond. Declarer won with the ace, drew trumps 
and then finessed the queen of clubs. East took 
his king and returned a diamond to dummy’s 
king. Declarer later played the ace and another 
spade to dummy’s jack, but when this finesse also 
lost, South went down one. 

Declarer was undoubtedly unlucky to lose on 
a 3-to-l shot, but actually he misplayed the hand. 
He overlooked a different method of play that 
would have added significantly to his chances. 

After drawing trumps, cashing the king of di-
amonds and ruffing a diamond, he should next 
play the A-Q of clubs! On the actual deal, East 
wins and the party’s over. He must either yield 
a ruff-and-discard or lead a spade into dummy’s 
K-J. 

What happens if West has the club king? He 
takes the trick but must then lead a spade to avoid 
a ruff-sluff. If he has the ten and leads it, the jack 
play from dummy traps East’s queen and ends the 
contest. If West leads the deuce rather than the ten 
instead, dummy plays low and again East’s queen 
is trapped. If West has the queen, it can later be 
picked up by a finesse. Thus, declarer fails only if 
East holds both missing spade honors. 

By adopting this approach, South makes the 
slam if East has the club king or if West has ei-
ther the queen or ten of spades. This gives him 
three chances to get home safely instead of just 
two, and makes him a 7-to-l rather than a 3-to-1 
favorite.

 (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My little girl has a bad hab-
it. Whenever she is alone, or not doing something 
with her hands, she sucks her thumb. She’s been 
doing this ever since she was a baby, and now she 
is 6 years old. I have read that thumb-sucking can 
affect her teeth, and I don’t want that to happen. 
I have tried painting her nails with bad-tasting 
stuff, but she makes a face and keeps sucking. 
What makes her continue sucking her thumb? 
Please help. – C.B.

Dear C.B.: Thumb-sucking is a habit that 
starts very early. In fact, it might be one of the 
only habits a child develops before he or she is 
even born! Expectant parents are often joyfully 
shocked when they notice their fetus sucking 
away at their thumb on an ultrasound. Babies 
seem to have a natural instinct to suck on any-
thing they can get their tiny hands on; it’s thought 
that the act soothes and comforts the child.

If children continue to suck their thumb past 
the age of 5, dental as well as speech problems 
can develop. Get her to engage in more activities 
that require both of her hands. Remove or change 
up the items or activities she associates with 
thumb-sucking -- perhaps a blanket or a favor-
ite video – and have a “no thumb-sucking” story 
time instead. The more time you put into making 
her feel comfortable without it, the sooner she’ll 
take her thumb out.

* * *
Dear Dr. Brothers: My son has been climbing 

out of his bedroom window at night and going 
to see his girlfriend, who lives on the next street. 
He just stands under her window and talks (yes, 
I followed him one night). I know this is wrong 
and I should call him on it, but I used to do the 
same thing when I was a kid. Only my girlfriend 
lived four streets away! I haven’t mentioned this 
misbehavior to my wife, because she would have 
a fit. I don’t know what to do. Help me! – F.W.

Dear F.W.: It sounds as though you are in the 
middle of a giant tug of war with yourself. Part of 
you identifies so strongly with your son that you 
don’t want to have anything interfere with his in-
nocent teenage fun.  I suppose you could talk to 
your child privately and give him a warning. But 
in this case, a warning gives him a mixed signal: 
He’s going to wonder why you would let him get 
away with this in the first place.

Unfortunately, it’s a different world than when 
you were a kid. Today, your son is likely to get 
picked up by the police for being out in the mid-
dle of the night, or even hurt by a homeowner 
who thinks he is a prowler. Or maybe the girl’s 
parents won’t look too kindly on your son if he 
turns up on a starry night and they catch him.

(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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is hard to do
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