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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Dear Heloise: Do you know of a way to keep 
RAISINS PLUMP while storing them? Mine al-
ways seem to clump together after a month or 
two. – Deanna, Temple, Texas

Sure do, and it’s as easy as hot water! Pour 
some hot water in a bowl that you have put the 
dried-out raisins in and let sit for just five minutes 
or so (longer is not better). They should plump 
right up. Raisins can be stored in the refrigerator 
or freezer. Just place them in a self-sealing (or 
freezer) bag to keep them ready for use. – He-
loise

HINT SHARING
Dear Heloise: I make use of many of your hints 

and share them with others. I have a couple of 
hints I’d like to share:

* I have a flavor hint for coffee lovers, as long 
as there are no nut allergies. Take the “crumbs” 
from a bag of (unsalted – Heloise) nuts (ones 
used for baking, like walnuts, pecans, almonds, 
etc.) and put them with the ground coffee before 
brewing in a drip coffee maker. Adjust to taste. 

* When berries are in season, they often come 
in containers with a mesh covering that has elas-
tic around the edge. I use it to hold lids of plastic 
containers. It keeps them together, visible and 
easy to get at.

– Sandra from Newark, N.Y.
Speaking of coffee, here is a hint from Dawn 

Wickum of Seneca Falls, N.Y. She says: “I enjoy 
my coffee sweet and quick in the morning. So, I 
use sweetened condensed milk. After opening the 
can, I put it in ice trays and keep in the freezer. 
Now my coffee is sweet and cooled down.” If 
you like special or flavored coffee recipes that are 
easy and cheap to make, just send $3 and a long, 
self-addressed, stamped (59 cents) envelope to: 
Heloise/Coffee, P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio, 
TX 78279-5001. For the price of a specialty store-
bought coffee, you can have your own home-
made, delicious cappuccino or latte flavored with 
chocolate or cinnamon. FYI: If adding milk cools 
down your cup too fast, put the milk in the cup 
first and microwave for 30 seconds or so before 
adding the coffee. – Heloise

DISH ALERT
Dear Heloise: I received a set of dishes from 

a high-end specialty store. While the dinner 
plates were perfect -- they were dishwasher- and 
microwave- safe -- they were too large for my 
dishwasher. Regardless of adjustments, they pre-
vented the upper spinning sprayer from rotating 
and cleaning properly. 

I kept them because they were a gift from my 
husband and children, and now I wash the dinner 
plates by hand when we use them, but I hope my 
letter alerts gift givers before they make an ex-
pensive purchase. – Gloria, via e-mail

ONION CHOPPING
Dear Heloise: Whenever I make hot sauce, I 

make several pints. When I am done chopping 
the onions, tears are streaming down my face. 
One day I wore my kids’ swim goggles, and no 
more tears! – Debbie Merkel, Sunnyvale, Texas
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Keep your 
raisins plump
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Family Circus • Bil Keane

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

To Cover or Not to Cover
When a defender should cover an honor with 

an honor is a question that cannot be resolved by 
a universal general rule. The trouble is that while 
it’s usually best to cover an honor with an honor 
when declarer seems about to finesse, there are 
times when a defender shouldn’t do so.

Actually, the governing principle is to cover 
when it is advantageous and not cover when it 
is disadvantageous. Admittedly, this doesn’t help 
much, since the final decision rests on the defend-
er’s judgment, but it’s about as good a rule as can 
be formulated.

Take this case where West leads a club, taken 
by South with the king, and South returns the jack 
of hearts. Should West cover with the king?

There can be no doubt that the answer is yes. To 
confirm this, let’s suppose West ducks the jack. 
Declarer finesses and leads another heart. West is 
forced to play the king, and declarer collects five 
heart tricks and makes four notrump.

Now suppose West covers the jack with the 
king. Let’s assume declarer wins with the ace and 
cashes the Q-10, hoping for a 3-3 division. When 
this does not materialize, South scores only three 
heart tricks and goes down one. This is due to 
West’s covering the jack, which promotes East’s 
nine into a stopper.

West covers because his king is valueless if he 
ducks, but serves a useful purpose if East has any 
four hearts. West can therefore gain something by 
covering, but he cannot lose.

Observe that if West covers the jack, South has 
a countermeasure available. He allows West’s 
king to hold the trick, and thus makes four heart 
tricks and the contract. Declarer should not pin 
his hopes entirely on a 3-3 heart break, but should 
instead guard against a 4-2 division by conceding 
a trick to the king.

    (c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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