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Kép your
raisins plump

Dear Heloise: Do you know of a way to keep
RAISINS PLUMP while storing them? Mine al-
ways seem to clump together after a month or
two. — Deanna, Temple, Texas

Sure do, and it’s as easy as hot water! Pour
some hot water in a bowl that you have put the =~ 2=4%
dried-out raisins in and let sit for just five Minutes ot vy king pacoms syng
or so (longer is not better). They should plump """ meircus.com
right up. Raisins can be stored in the refrigerator “No, it’'s my PENCILmanship!”
or freezer. Just place them in a self-sealing (or
freezer) bag to keep them ready for use. — He-
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Dear Heloise: I make use of many of your hints 2 6
and share them with others. I have a couple of )
hints I"d like to share: 6 9(3 =

. . * I have a flavor hint for coffee lovers, as long 3
Blondie * Chic Young as there are no nut allergies. Take the “crumbs” 7 4 :
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HAIRCUT EXACTLY LIKE YOURS 5| AN UNUSUAL COINCIDENCE? THIS FROM TWO DIFFERENT used for baking, like walnuts, pecans, almonds, k-
/}N\/\/ g / etc.) and put them with the ground coffee before () 8 g
2 \ 507 / H o UN&@S;LSA28UT AND VET, IT ALL brewing in a drip coffee maker. Adjust to taste. B
~ / 2 SY Two 6UYS WITH COMES BACK TO * When berries are in season, they often come 7 6 3 e
3 D A ELAIR FOR A FLAIR FOR in containers with a mesh covering that has elas- g
$ 2‘3% ,:Eﬂ STYLE pet{ tic around the edge. I use it to hold lids of plastic 4 1 E
] - 35~ containers. It keeps them together, visible and £
w @ . easy to get at. 4 9 7 §
é g — Sandra from Newark, N.Y. 8 2 2
g % Speaking of coffee, here is a hint from Dawn ©
H 3 Wickum of Seneca Falls, N.Y. She says: “I enjoy Difficulty Level % % % % 124
g 24| % my coffee sweet and quick in the morning. So, I 7.0 logic-based num- [8]5]1]2/6 743
use sweetened condensed milk. After opening the ber placement puzzle. 4/6/7/1/ 3 9lal2
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne can, I put it in ice trays and keep in the freezer. 7y, goal is to enteranum- 19.2/3/8 5 4/6 7
Now my coffee is sweet and cooled down.” If . 1°9 1 oocheellinwhich 1 7.4.5(3 8 11219
WHEN We GET MARRIED HoW ¢aN You/ you like special or flavored coffee recipes thatare ,,°p .~ = 0 " i35 |13/2/9 4 6175
WERE GoING TO SHARE BE 50 SURE easy and cheap to make, just send $3 and a long, ., st containont 6/8 9|57 2|14
EVERY THING EQUALLY; self-addressed, stamped (59 cents) envelope to: estonmis conhamonyolne 5/1/8]7 2 3196
HAMLET./ Heloise/Coffee, P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio, m;;?:iig{éi; ;z)m:;;r? a. st g 3 i g ; g 3 ?
TX 78279-5001. For the price of a specialty store- Sudoku puzzle is at right. KA. 5 :

bought coffee, you can have your own home-
made, delicious cappuccino or latte flavored with
chocolate or cinnamon. FYT: If adding milk cools *
down your cup too fast, put the milk in the cup cryptoqulp
first and microwave for 30 seconds or so before
adding the coffee. — Heloise
DISH ALERT

Dear Heloise: I received a set of dishes from
a high-end specialty store. While the dinner UPVD EIYTC XIY EVTT V BYLLX-
plates were perfect -- they were dishwasher- and
microwave- safe -- they were too large for my
dishwasher. Regardless of adjustments, they pre- \ Q HOOKC BSYHD UHDP VO
vented the upper spinning sprayer from rotating
and cleaning properly.

I kept them because they were a gift frommy Y O Y W Y V T T X
husband and children, and now I wash the dinner
plates by hand when we use them, but I hope my

letter alerts gift givers before they make anex- VRRKVSVOEK? V RKKUKK QHUH.

pensive purchase. — Gloria, via e-mail Yesterday’s Crvotoduin: BEATLES HIT ABOUT A |
esterday’s Cryptoquip:
ONION CHOPPING STREET ON WHICH PEOPLE CONGREGATE AND

Dear Heloises Whenever I make hot sauce, 1 CREATE PLAYS ON WORDS: “PUNNY LANE.”
make several pints. When I am done chopping

the onions, tears are streaming down my face.
One day I wore my kids’ swim goggles, and no
more tears! — Debbie Merkel, Sunnyvale, Texas
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West’s covering the jack, which promotes East’s
nine into a stopper.

West covers because his king is valueless if he
ducks, but serves a useful purpose if East has any
four hearts. West can therefore gain something by
covering, but he cannot lose.

Observe that if West covers the jack, South has
a countermeasure available. He allows West’s
king to hold the trick, and thus makes four heart
tricks and the contract. Declarer should not pin
his hopes entirely on a 3-3 heart break, but should
instead guard against a 4-2 division by conceding
a trick to the king.
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