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Blondie ® Chic Young

My BOSS HAS BEEN RAMPAGING
AROUND LIKE A WILD JUNGLE

™

OKAY, MARLENE, HELP ME
BRAINSTORM SOME WAYS TO
MAKE BUMSTEAD'S LIFE MORE

BOSS 1S SITTING AROUND

CHEER UP! IT'S NOT LIKE vou;)
PLOTTING WAYS TO

served

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

Worried about
losing your job?

Dear Dr. Brothers: Work is a drag these days.
Everyone seems to be furiously competing with
each other to do the best job possible so that they
don’t get laid off. I refuse to participate. I figure
that whatever I do doesn’t matter — either I am
going to get laid off or I’'m not. I wonder if I am
being too stubborn, because I’'m getting nervous.
Should I just play the game, like everyone else?
-D.G.

Dear D.G.: With the economy in such bad
shape, it seems everyone’s behavior is changing.
It definitely has a scarring effect on the nation’s
psyche — we’re buying less and worrying more,
and we’re acting differently, too. It’s no surprise
that your co-workers are going out of their way
to make a good impression. It’s easy to see their
point — if there are going to be cutbacks at your
job, it’s only logical for management to keep
those employees who do more.

In deciding whether to “play the game,” you
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“Except if | have measles or
chicken pox.”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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. S MAKE YOUR { MISERABLE. . need to decide what’s important to you. Some of
$ LIFE MORE 9@ us aren’t really cut out to be team players, and 6 8
»(MISERABLE \ that’s most certainly looked down upon in the 5

standard 9-to-5 world. You have to decide if it’s
right for you to go the extra mile and put in more
work for the same pay if you want to keep your
job. It may not be worth it to you — and that’s not
necessarily a negative. Perhaps it’s time for a ma-
jor life overhaul. Do a personal inventory to find
out what really makes you a happy worker. It’s
possible you’ll find you’re better off being your
own boss. Self-employment can do wonders for
one’s self-esteem.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I'm married, but I might
as well be a single woman from August to Janu-
ary. My husband is a football fan, and I am one
of those football “widows” who is totally ignored
during the entire season. If my husband is not
plopped in front of the TV, he’s at the stadium
with his buddies. Why do men become these
drooling idiots, and how can I get over this re-
sentment? Please don’t tell me to join him or get
myself a hobby. I just want his company. — MLE.

Dear MLE.: We all have hobbies or activities
that maybe we go a bit overboard with. It’s not
really a guy/girl thing. Men may become “drool-
ing idiots” during game season, but women may
seem equally mindless when it comes to being a
fan of a band or a TV show. The thing that makes
it fun to be a devoted fan of something is the sense
of community one gets from fellow aficionados.
When you’re with a group that shares the same
interests as you, you feel comfortable with them
because they speak the same language you do.

The reason you’re excluded from your hus-
band’s football fetish is because you don’t share
that specific interest with him. And that’s OK —
husband and wives don’t need to share every sin-
gle thing with each other. Perhaps a good idea for
those five months when your husband is “away”
is to come at the whole situation from a different
angle. He’s really not gone every day of the foot-
ball season — just Sundays and Monday nights,
most likely — so find something else to do with
your time. Maybe a night out with the girls is all

Syndicate, Inc. World Rights re

9 2

6

©2009 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

NN

4

Difficulty Level %

)
=
(=}
S}

www.Blondie.com

©2009 by King Features

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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AS PRES\DENT OF THE
HOMEOWNERS  GROUP, I'M
STARTING A SECURIT4
PROGKAM WHERE EVER?-
ONE'S JARD WILL BE UNDER
FULL SURVEILLANCE.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: MY HOMEMADE
GOULASH IS SO DELICIOUS,  HEARD THERE WERE
MANY PEOPLE CALLING IT STEW-PENDOUS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals P

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
y 8 Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
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afraid East might return a diamond instead. This [11
could prove fatal if South, who had bid two suits
o m and shown up with three clubs, was void of dia- 15
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The question, therefore, was how to get East -Z
to continue with a fourth club. Discarding a low [2g

heart might cause East to lead a diamond, while
discarding a low diamond might induce a trump
or heart shift. And so, Fishbein did something
that very few players would think of -- he dis-
carded the ace of diamonds!

It was not difficult for East to grasp the mean-
ing of this extraordinary discard, since he also
knew declarer might be void of diamonds. Ac-
cordingly, he led the nine of clubs at trick four,
and the contract quickly went down the drain.
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