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Child is out

of control

. Dear Dr. Brothers: My 7-year-old son has de-
Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker veloped a very annoying habit that is driving me

nuts. [ don’t have a baby sitter, so I have to take

(D205, BAGY Buues PARTNERSL? DIST. Y KaNe FEATUAES SYMOICATE /.29

SOTHEYPUTA | ..THECATGOTINIT, HEDOESN'T | Gegar | him with me to all my shopping. This worked
y shopping. This worke

BUCKET DOWN THEY PULLED HER UP/ LIKE SAD A%gl? fine when he was riding in a cart, but now he runs

THEWELL.., AND THE CAT WAS ENDINGS around the store and often hides. No matter how
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much I yell at him, he does it again. Is this normal 5 by king Festres synd.

www.familycircus.com

behavior for a kid, and how do I get him to stop

it? - C.S. “Those are PJ’s paw prints.”
Dear C.S.: Your child has started to build a

habit that you seem to find merely annoying, but

that actually could be a very dangerous game. The conceptls sud-Ok:u ® Dave Green
irony is that he actually could be putting himself
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at risk for being harmed or abducted, and he must 9 6 8 5
be told in no uncertain terms that his behavior
is unacceptable. He is way past the stage of be- 5 2 4 2
. . ing a toddler or preschooler who gets “lost” for a £
Blondie °® Chic Young fe%v moments w%en Mom’s backgis turned — this 8 9 :%
— 0ID ~ THEY SURE DID, ELMO, | [ TELEGRAPHS?! ) > YUP, PEOPLE | | WOW! WHAT A su_l_vg / child is deliberately running off to try to amuse f 4 6 |:
e Rese B I e | G e
b WHEN YOU N TELEGRAPHS | WS LirTLe "aezps: A MESSAGE! T~ NI Your son may simply be bored by shopping — 1 5 7 s
WERE A KID g %S most kids are, if the shopping spree isn’t for toys =
B7 2 — and is trying to amuse and entertain himself. | / 8 |z
NS 3 But if he truly enjoys seeing you upset and des- K
| i perate not to lose him, you may be at the point of 9 3 E
R 3 benefiting from some family counseling. In the £
| meantime, please arrange to do your shopping 2 6 9 §
g £ when he’s in school, and spend a little more qual- 2
£ s ity time with him at home. 8 2 4 7 e
R ar H é;g Dear Dr. Brothers: My wife and I and several ~Difficulty Level % % % 1129
g g friends are very active in a community group that . .
is in a long battle to fight an industrial park in This is a logic-based num- |8 7315 6 419 12 )
. . h 1d b 1lv bad for the berplacement puzzle. 54/6/1209|387)
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne our town that would be really bad news for the - Z, %~ - _|el2/1]8 7 3[a6/5]
environment and our quality of life. One of our € goalisto enter anum- (= oo .
> WolW/zyezyons N s other friends often sits in on our conversations, ber, }f -9,in eaclh cellin Z};’Cg 6802|3951 74f
THIS BAR 16 FIGHTING, [ OWNER HAPPY though he hasn’t been active. We were stunned to  ¢4¢”t oW, cotunn an ; 179421 6|85 3]
BUT WHY ARE TeY | IN5I5TS HOUR find out that he had written a letter of support to 7¢8i0nmustcontainoniyone  '47g7g19 5 2(7 31|
ALL LAUGHING Z ON/T... p the county government about this development! !18@nce of egch numeral. 2/5/9|7 3 1|6|4 8]
i Should we confront him? We feel is he two- The solutlon. to the last 3/1/7]6 4 8|5/2/9F
3 faced. — N.F. Sudoku puzzle is at right. Difcly Level % %%
Dear N.F.: I’'m sure it must have been quite a
shock when you found out your friend was not on °
% your side. Perhaps his willingness to sit and listen cryptoqulp
i g to you and your friends was balanced by his will-
¢ £ ingness to also listen to what the other side had
2 : to say — and there usually are two sides to ever
iy developmentissue. " KXWCSHTAY KRKAV BJFBAVFSFI

So, while it may not be as strange as it seems
Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters for him to ha\t/e en};ledtup with;poiitior} fiiamet- WRCYSFI MVAFYH RUIFI
S PRESIDENTOF THE | 400R LW /2| 7 LPDNTHIOWTHE. “B] Rt B s e D
HOMEOWNERS’ASSOC‘A‘ (NCH Too H{@“ I'M [P NE\@H(BORHOOD‘EVEN %] have — at the point when he decided he was on
@ |TION, \VEGOT BAD || APRAID Q0uLL HAE 1, RAVA“GITMO® 57 the other side —stopped siting in with yourgrowp X FSMAY HMRMAH VAHSYAFMH: 4

in a way that gave the appearance of being a fel-
low traveler. He didn’t want to tell you for fear

i\lE‘NS FOR QU . To BE PUNISHED

% i\CCORDlNGLQ. oAflcaleli)ng rejegted, 1l()ut his sillle;lcei fwai lilke a;llie. “RUAVSBRE TRSVCSFAH.”
% }} included him, your disgust is justified. But only ___Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU WERE AN
- you can decide if it’s worth a confrontation or if EXPERT AT USING YOUR POINTER FINGER, I

you’d rather concentrate your energy on defeat- GUESS PEOPLE WOULD SAY IT’S INDEXTERITY.

ing that project. , .
(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals P
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I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT IF DOES THAT MEAN o (o) ALL WORKY YEAH, BUT SOMETIMES Rast dealer
YOU GUYS EVER HAVE A PROBLEM, | OUR DOORS HAVE ] IN CUBICLES. A I LIKE TO BLOCK MY Nelther side v perat e ACROSS 33 told you 57 Blond 21 Disen-
MY DOOR IS ALWAYS OPEN TO YOU. TO ALWAYS BE ; ENTRANCE WITH A CHAR 4K 86 1 Weapon-  so!” shade cumber
‘ T OR SOFA CUSHION. :A 6 2 ry 34 Mauna — 58 Mirth 24 “— Gang’
% *i 17('9 ) 5 “Roscoe” 35 Uncom- 25 Work
/ o7 . WEST EAST 8 lolani munica- DOWN with
§ § < == N 1094 732 Palace tive 1 Venomous 26 Gotham
3 7 . :g }%32 z?0897524 locale 38 Requests viper§ C.ity'
; »764 »105 12 Ayatol- 39 Court 2 Comic villain
§ . SOUTH lah’s 40 Knock Caroline 28 Still, in
g )‘7 3 2 (J? 4‘ 5 predeces-  ('em)dead 3 Crumbly verse
sor 42 Dis- deposit 29 After-
% — ) ! o :.8 ?g 3 13 Repro- agreeing 4 1862 taxes
The bidding: ductive 45 Cantan- battle site value
. . ) E:SSS‘ ?‘3\‘1‘}“ }x:ssst 20\{%“ cells kerous 5 Declined 30 “A
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts Opening lead — ten of spades. 14 Obnox-  49Bigrig 6 *Hail, mousel’
[ SO
il GSAVV%A — Assum(ejl;?)lll’(r? (llle(zlgel:)r f;rsger?cl)?rﬂgp and g 52 Hip powde_r 36 Cut aid
15 Gilpin of bones 8 Narcotic 37 Massa-
S West leads the ten of spades. How would you “Frasier” 53 Tehran’s 9 Museum chusetts
M play the hand? 16 Aviv country pieces cape
m You can count 11 sure tricks at the outset — four lead-in 54 Snitch 10 Mound 38 Storefront
E‘ spades, four clubs, two hearts and the king or 17 “— never 55 Void 11 Unattrac- canopy
¥ queen of diamonds. To make the slam, you need work” partner tive 41 On the
" to score a trick with the jack of hearts, and the 18 Jaun- 56 Trig 19 Perform- other
g best way to do this would seem to be to finesse diced function ing hand
é{ East for the queen. In the actual case, though, the 20 Creepy . . 42 Unrepair-
“ finesse would fail, and you’d go down. - Solution time: 25 mins. ed
<} ’ y g ;
- | coners When the deal occurred, South found the no- 22 Lennon’s 43 Garr or
. . . lady Hatcher
tion of entrusting the outcome to a simple finesse 23 Judge 44 Poet
Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott to be distasteful, so he sought a way to improve - | . 9° Teasdale
; on his chances and wound up making the slam. 24 “That 46 Jewish
15 A LITTLE HON CAN ol YN REMINDHOUREELF After taking the first spade with the queen, hurts!” month
ANNOYING, | LNEWTHSOME- | | THATSOMEDRY IT'LL GROW he immediately led a diamond toward the king. 27 Adminis- 47 Anger
BUT1CAN THING THAT PANDECOOFFTO West could not afford to take his ace without es- tered WS 48 Bulldogs’
LIVE WITHIT. CONSTANTLE COULECE. tablishing declarer’s 12th trick, so he let the king 32 Dos AN school
] win. South then cashed all his spades and clubs, Passos ullf 51 —de
coming down to the K-J-4 of hearts and queen of trilogy Yesterday’ LT deux
£| diamonds in his hand opposite dummy’s A-6-5 of esteraay’s answer 1-29
i hearts and seven of diamonds. 1 12 [3 |4 9 |10 |11
West, meanwhile, had elected to hang on to the
\ ; Q-10-3 of hearts and ace of diamonds, discarding
¢| the diamond jack on the last club. Reading the
. /[? § situation perfectly, declarer now led the diamond

queen, forcing West to win with the ace and re-
turn a heart, which handed South the slam. -
It’s true that West could (and should) have
given declarer a far more difficult problem by
discarding a heart rather than a diamond on the
last club. South would then have had to cash the
A-K of hearts, dropping West’s queen, to make
the slam, certainly no easy task without peeking.
But what West could or should have done is not
really the point. By playing as he did, declarer
gave himself an extra chance, and in the end it
yielded a dividend worth about 1,000 points.
(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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