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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott Dr. Joyce Family Circus e Bil Keane
WHEN ZOF WAS A BABY,WE | [WITH WAMMIE, WE MONITORED | | AND NOW WITH WEEN, T JUST |,[S0 ARE You AFRAID\ NO, T
SPOON-FED WER EVERY MEAL, | | EVERY BITE, BUT WE LET KIM | | TOSS TINY BITS OF FoOD ON HER || WERE NOTGIVING | THINE WE Brothers
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e B FIRSTTWO. Dr. Brothers

Families have

odd behavior

Dear Dr. Brothers: During the recent holidays,
we had several family get-togethers with relatives
who came from far and wide. We have family
members on both sides who sometimes act a little I-26
screwy, but my sister’s husband drew everyone’s  ozussikeane, inc
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attention. They’ve been married five years, buthe  www.famiycircus.com

never has anything to say. He actually spent most “Boy | spent the whole day Iearning
of the time at three different parties lying on a ’ from my mistakes.”
bed with the coats! My sister said only that he has '

a “cold,” but I worry about her now. — A.R. .
Dear A.R.: A cold, or just a cold shoulder? It conceptls Sudoku e Dave Green

sounds as though you don’t really know your
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brother-in-law very well, and you all may be
wondering if he is acting strangely for a reason 5 8 6 3
other than a prolonged case of the sniffles. Atthe | Q 7 2 |
. core of your question is a concern that your sister g
Blondie ® Chic Young has married and is living with someone odd, or 2 1 -
DITAERS 1S ) ("THE STARWELL?!) fom | T SOMETHNG ABOUT BLEAK FINANCIL PROJECTIONS T pS%féosl:féﬁg’o‘;g&’ﬁgnizz little more challeng 6 4 o8 [
D EMLE-QigEGNés HWITH THEN ; 5 Wit , ELlini \W ;5 ing, from the family’s standpoint. There is at least 8 7 3 5 ﬁ:
MEETING IN THE CONFERENCE ) |: 2009 PROJECTED Ll § an even chance that your brother-in-law simply e
STARWELL! %RO% £  EARNINGS T h ‘ doesn’t know you guys, isn’t interested in getting 1 5 9 4 2
<\ g ; g —' ’H to know you and finds the whole family reunion 3
. ? , ‘ scenario a terrible bore! So his playing possum 6 8 B
NS g 2 VJFH may be a passive-aggressive way of attending the 7
A 3 A | —1 functions but not participating. That would be a | 7/ 5 6 |:
& 3 ‘ shame, because it is an embarrassment and hurt- gc
5 41 ful to your sister, as well as less than complimen- 4 3 5 1 g
3 QUA tary to all your interesting relatives! In any case, Dirrcalty Level * 1726
g E% the best idea is, again, to talk to your sister. Let
° her know you’re concerned and want to have a  This is a logic-based num- :13 2 S g ‘11 2 g g Z
. . happy family. Then sit back and listen. ber placement puzzle.
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne I%Iz:};r Dr. )]/3r0thers: I am having such a hard ThIZ goalis tolzntera num- Z ? 2 g ; 3 (13 g ‘11 :
time. My cat, which I’ve had for 12 years, has ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich =
Wi_%“f@f@ 5_556%(50 W%ZRWAé kidney disease and is not going to live much lon- each row, column and 3x3 2 ; g ? g g 2 ; g
A NEW HoBBY'! oLP ger. My husband has made several remarks that regionmustcontainonlyone 577417 8 11239
g tell me he doesn’t want to get another cat after instance of each numeral. o(3lsla5 9716
/ she is gone. But I want to get one now so that it The solution to the last |[7|9|1|6/2 3|5/4 8
. will be a little easier on me when the time comes. Sudoku puzzle is at right. Difcuty Level ok &

I can’t imagine living without my cat or another

one that I can love! I am a basket case. What’s

the best way to get my husband to understand? il

Thp Cryptoquip
Dear F.P.: It’s very difficult when two people

in a household have different relationships with

the pet, especially if one is emotionally invested

and the other is not. You clearly are aiming to YOVRNQO HGO NXVMXJOXHZMXRK
Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters cushion the blow of your beloved cat’s impend-

ing death by having another one to love already
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lsmlSTRUE,?@R{MM HE MADE IT S0 PGS in the household, while your husband anticipates WMOH GRP MNHLZJRKOP
WON THE VOTE AS WITH DOGHOUSES less of a feeling of loss, so therefore he doesn’t
PRESIPENT OF‘THE CQULD VOTE TOO, AND see the need to protect against it.
© (e HE HAD A GREAT ot be e of couse vouts et RVHML XMKHO, 2 QNWWMQO @
' CAMPA\GN SLO@AM * aqd will b@ﬁeﬁt grgatl};/ if he c%an 1%3'[ you take oﬁ
this new Kkitten, which might not otherwise make H G O Y O R H X Z F Y 0 R H X Z V F .

much difference to him. Make sure you haven’t

already taken unfair advantage of him in the pet Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: | GET EMBARRASSED
department, though — if he is allergic, or the box TO BE SEEN RIDING IN A CERTAIN TOYOTA. I
is always dirty, or the cat keeps everyone awake GUESS YOU MIGHT SAY I’'M CAMRY-SHY.

at night or jumps on his desk, he may have other

issues he is entitled to air before you come home T()day’s C]‘yptoquip Clue: H equa]g T
with another pet. Being a “basket case” won’t

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard help, so try to be calm.
(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

HOW GOES THE NEW MARKETING IT’S BEEN AN ISN'T THAT WHAT PEOPLE SAY WHEN
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CHALLENGE. x4 EVERY FIVE MINUTES Brldge ® Steve Becker 1 Exercise randum 3 Festive 22 Collateral
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T WELL, I HoPE |[HE GETS To REEP Yol V" Aipas 17 Fresh 56 Prune anew tian
AT MY _AFTER - SCHooL E\’“’E' RE P;\‘(ING voull ALL THE Gum HE Opening lead — king of spades. 18 Pub order 57 Stitch 9 Maxwell feature
WHERE HAVE] JOB J e GoT A JoB j;” LLI:T{}TO po maT!| f==_scrAPES Famous Hand 19 Greek 58 Discour- Anderson 34 Libfar-
You BEEN, [3 SCRAFING 5o S This deal from the 1988 Vanderbilt Teams fea- __iSlander — age play ian’s
TooD? A7 OFF THE BOTToM tures excellent defensive play by Peter Boyd, a 21 Moves on 59 Monty” 10 Neigh- request
" OF ALL THE PARK L . . momen- Python borhood 37 Intoxi-
2 BENCHES Virginian who has won several national and in- tum opener 11 Show cated
) ternational titles over the past three decades. 24 Loathe boredom 39 Life’s
§ Boyd held the West hand and wound up de- g Melody DOWN 16 Bankroll work
o fending against four hearts after his partner had 2 conk out 1 Pugilists 20 Needle 42 Skip a
N opened with an unorthodox weak two-spade bid. 28 Sounds shot case phoneme
- South won the opening spade lead with the ace contented 44 Bill
5 and ran the diamond nine to East’s king. East re- 31 Church $ g 45 Centers
q turned a low club, and, after taking the king with furniture  [g1y N 46 Shrek
the ace, Boyd stopped to think things over. 33 Pompous [7c A is
. . He judged that declarer might well be in po- sort ClH R one
Zits ®* Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott sition to score 10 tricks on a crossruff, trump- 35 2o£er (E> S‘ g 50 Entthusi-
Vv ing three spades in dummy to add to the ace of OKI as
WIETI;H\lOl?JLD : AG%NAZ 6 ReAUy? HgWNéEgFUT spades and at least six heart tricks in his hand. 38 \sAc/:Ii(:sdosrs o 2! fFooereman
PAINT YOUR 1CETTO THESE? Accordingly, Boyd made the first of two key 38 Snanshot c AXE oo Under-
) PICKTHE plays by shifting to a low trump. This was taken 40 Old P 0 T[A ctood
<\ g by dummy’s six as East followed with the deuce French  [ererete ‘E’ E # 53 Harvest
Y 2 g and South the four. coin - goddess
P N Since only nine tricks were now available on Saturday’s answer 1-26
/ e a crossruff, declarer’s only remaining hope was 2 5 6 [7 s 10 [11
‘.& to establish dummy’s diamonds. So he ruffed a
> diamond with the queen of hearts and then led the “
heart seven toward dummy’s J-8. 17

Had Boyd mechanically followed low, South
would have gotten home safely by finessing dum-
my’s eight, ruffing another diamond high and
then leading the ten of hearts to the jack. This
would have yielded 10 tricks: six hearts, a spade
and three diamonds.

But Boyd had carefully kept track of all the
heart spots played to this point. When the seven
of hearts was led, he foiled declarer’s plan by
playing the nine! This deprived South of the ex-
tra entry needed to set up and run the diamonds,
so he finished down two, thwarted by the combi-
nation of Boyd’s heart shift at trick four and his
entry-denying play of the heart nine two tricks
later.
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