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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a 

low around 26. South wind 5 to 
10 mph becoming west.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 63. North wind 5 to 
10 mph becoming south.

Thursday Night: Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 25. 
Calm wind becoming northwest 
between 5 and 10 mph.

Friday: A slight chance of 
snow and freezing drizzle after 
noon. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 35. North wind between 10 
and 15 mph. Chance of precipi-
tation is 20 percent.

Friday Night: A 30 percent 
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 13.

Saturday: A 20 percent 
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 26.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 12.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance 
of snow. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 25.

Sunday Night: A 30 percent 
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 10.

Monday: A 30 percent chance 
of snow. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 23.

Monday Night: A 30 percent 
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 10.

Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a 
high near 28.

Friday: High, 57; Low 27
Saturday: High, 57; Low 28
Sunday: High, 64; Low 29
Monday: High, 60; Low 24
Tuesday: High, 67; Low 24
Precip: Monday 0.00 inches
 Tuesday 0.00 inches
 Month: 0.09 inches
 Year:   0.09 inches
 Normal:  0.48 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Business Directory
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

• Root Canals • Orthodontics
• Implants • Wisdom Tooth Surgery

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most 
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL 
CARE

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential roofs
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit
Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Tom Sharp - Sales
       (785) 672-5245

Jim Murray - Owner
       (785) 443-1339

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofi ng Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modifi ed Systems

Strength.     Stability.     Service.
And us.

That’s what you can count 
on. We’re in the business 
of helping people just like 
you through all stages of 
life with insurance and 
financial products. To 
learn more call today.www.fbfs.com

Auto   /    Home    /    Life    /    Business   /   College   /   Retirement

David L. Browne III
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby

Adriane Sims
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby (785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance • Investments

modern-woodmen.org

Agent name
address
city, state
phone
MWA email

Don’t worry about
low CD interest rates
Discover a sensible alternative – the safe,
secure,  tax-deferred benefits of fixed
annuities. Your Modern Woodmen repre-
sentative can help you choose the right
product for you. 

Modern Woodmen of America offers
financial products and fraternal benefits.
Call today to learn more.

LOW0408

Shawn Carney
1210 West 4th
Colby, KS
785-460-6921
shawn.carney@mwarep.org
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, ILP087054 10/08

Proud sponsor of the NFL

IT’S SATURDAY NIGHT, BUT I’M 

FEELIN’ 
KINDA SUNDAY

When you’re there, State Farm’s there, 
    for the best day of the week.

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

A GOOD SIGN 
 EVEN IN TIMES LIKE THESE.

Everyone’s looking for an encouraging sign in today’s economy. The fact is, they’ll
see one in over 17,500 locations across North America. Because for over 86 years,
State Farm® agents have been there helping people protect the things that matter most.
That’s why more people trust State Farm. And we consider that a very good sign.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
                  STATE FARM IS  THERE.®

P R O V I D I N G  I N S U R A N C E  A N D  F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
State Farm, Bloomington ILP087082  11/08
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~ NOTICE ~
QUESTIONS,
CONCERNS,

COMPLAINTS
about child care in
Thomas County.

Contact Rhea @
Sherman Co. Health

Department
785-890-4888

Frahm unpacks
after 30 years’ work
From “FRAHM,” Page 1

From “SCHOOLS,” Page 1

Once-guaranteed school budgets now in danger

Ken and Sheila Frahm said they hope to be able to spend more time with their grandchildren, twins 
Reagan and Colin Geihsler.

leader in Kansas.
She said she believed reclas-

sification of business and farm 
property for tax appraisals, state-
wide reappraisal and a new high-
way plan were some of the most 
outstanding challenges she faced 
while in the Senate.

“And I would include school 
finance and related litigation in 
that,” she added.

Another first for the state was 
her election as lieutenant governor 
in Graves’ second term. She said 
it gave her the opportunity to ex-
perience the executive branch of 
state government. 

“Criticism comes from a lack of 
knowledge,” she said, “and it gave 
me a much better understanding 
of how decisions are made … and 
with that, came a greater under-
standing of school finance, and 
how and why the bigger courts 
make their decisions.”

Near the end of her term as 
lieutenant governor came another 
change.

“The appointment to Bob Dole’s 
U.S. Senate seat came as a com-
plete surprise,” she said, “there 
was no advance notice … but you 
can’t always anticipate, or know, 
when to accept an opportunity, to 
just stick your neck out and try.  
It’s a real risk, it’s painful for the 
family and it’s costly. 

“When Sen. Dole decided to run 
for the presidency, he called the 
governor and told him he was go-
ing to resign his seat in just a few 
minutes, and that is when Gov. 

Graves called me while I was at-
tending an out-of-town meeting 
and asked me to accept the ap-
pointment. It was a whirlwind 
transition from there to the Wash-
ington swearing in.”

She was sworn in by Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore, since the vice presi-
dent is president of the Senate. 
Since no one except Congress is 
allowed on the floor,  her family 
watched from the Senate gallery. 
As an appointee, she filled a six-
month period remaining in Dole’s  
seat.  There was little time to pre-
pare for a statewide campaign, and 
she lost in the Republican primary 
to Sen. Sam Brownback, the for-
mer state secretary of agriculture, 
who drew on a strong conserva-
tive base.

Frahm said while she was 
lieutenant governor, she had the 
opportunity to travel to Russia, 
Australia and Japan to meet with 
elected leaders and discuss agri-
cultural policies. 

“There are no regrets … and I 
wouldn’t trade it for anything,” 
she said, “because there is just no 
way to trade the experiences I’ve 
had, and the people I’ve met along 
the way.” 

 She said among her greatest 
experiences, was the privilege to 
serve with Sen. Nancy Landon 
Kassebaum.

Frahm said her advice to young 
people is to above all be an in-
formed voter.  

“I encourage kids to get in-
volved, to respond to public needs, 
to be a mentor and to grow a de-
sire to give back,” she said.

fiscal year, but with costs rising in 
places and shifting in others, the 
state would redistribute $22 per 
student in general aid.

In fiscal year 2010, her budget 
would cut total state dollars to 
public schools by about $24 mil-
lion. That’s only 0.6 percent, but it 
would force another redistribution 
of $66 per student in general aid.

“Do schools face a cut? Yes,” 
said Mark Tallman, a lobbyist for 
the Kansas Association of School 

Boards. “Is it less than what most 
agencies are taking? Absolutely.”

Chuck Schmidt, Independence’s 
superintendent, said schools can 
live with the governor’s recom-
mendations.

“We understand that the econ-
omy is in a tough time,” he said. 
“We don’t want to be cut, but we 
also understand that we have to 
give some, too.”

Critics of Sebelius’ budget 
proposals note other parts of the 
budget are being hit significantly 
harder. For example, the higher 

education system would be re-
quired to reduce operating bud-
gets by almost $25 million during 
the current fiscal year — and an 
additional $56 million during fis-
cal 2010. They’d lose 9 percent of 
their state tax dollars.

Rep. Terrie Huntington, a Fair-
way Republican who is chair-
woman of the House Higher 
Education Committee, said uni-
versities, community colleges and 
technical schools face cuts first 
because the perception is that they 
can raise tuition. But, she said, the 

economic downturn will make it 
more difficult for parents and stu-
dents to pay those higher rates.

“This is one of the last budgets 
that should be cut, because our 
Kansas economy depends on our 
college graduates for our work 
force,” she said.

There’s also the issue of how 
well public schools have fared in 
recent years, when legislators have 
added millions to the budget.

Political Writer John Hanna 
has covered state government and 
politics since 1987.

Her latest and longest-running 
job in public service has been to 
serve the state’s two-year colleges 
by heading up the Kansas Asso-
ciation of Community Colleges, 
a post she was named to on her 
return from Washington in 1997.  
And although she is retiring from 
that job after 12 years, she will 
remain as a member of the state’s 
Post Secondary Technical Educa-
tion Authority. The authority was 
created by the Legislature to come 
up with a plan for work force 
training for Kansas. 

“More and more, there is a huge 
need for trained workers,” Frahm 
said, “and statistics show 60 per-
cent of jobs in Kansas need a skill 
and not a college degree.  The pic-

ture is changing rapidly, and there 
needs to be a different mindset 
among the business people to let 
the powers that be, know what is 
needed.

“Seventy-five percent of trained 
workers are trained at community 
colleges and 25 percent are trained 
by technical colleges, and it’s al-
ways a scramble to find funding.”

Now, she’s unpacking all the 
belonging from her Topeka apart-
ment and trying to settle back in 
to life Colby. Ken farms and was 
until this fall cochairman of the 
Kansas Energy Council, which 
was disbanded. He is active in ag-
ricultural groups.

Their girls are Pam Geihsler, 
who lives with her husband Ed, 

and twins Reagan and Colin, in 
Colby; Amy Bertrand, a lawyer in 
Lawrence; and Krissie Frahm, a 
student at Washburn University.

“Being a farm girl from Thomas 
County turned out to be pretty ex-
citing,” Frahm said, “and it speaks 
well for Colby, for Fort Hays State 
University, for my family and for 
self determination.”

“I know every hole in Interstate 
70 between Topeka and Colby, 
and although I will miss all the 
wonderful people I’ve been asso-
ciated with over the past 30 years, 
I’m looking forward to going to 
the farm with Ken, riding the four-
wheeler and spending time with 
the grandkids.”
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