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Bush gives press ‘exit interview’

By Jennifer Loven
AP White House Correspondent

WASHINGTON — In a nostal-
gic final news conference, Presi-
dent George W. Bush defended
his record vigorously and at times
sentimentally Monday — and ad-
mitted mistakes, too, including his
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Tonight: Partly cloudy, with
a low around 16. Windy, with a
north wind 25 to 30 mph becom-
ing west 5 to 10 mph. Winds
could gust as high as 40 mph.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 52. West wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 24. West wind
between 5 and 15 mph.
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with a high near 45. Breezy, with
a northwest wind between 15
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as 30 mph.
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cloudy, with a low around 10.
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a high near 28.
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Normal: ~ 0.48 inches
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optimistic Iraq speech before a gi-
ant “Mission Accomplished” ban-
ner in 2003.

After starting what he called
“the ultimate exit interview”
with a lengthy and personalized
thank-you to the reporters in the
room who have covered him over
the eight years of his presidency,
Bush showed anger at times when
presented with some of the main
criticisms of his time in office.

He particularly became indig-
nant when asked about America’s
bruised image overseas.

“I disagree with this assessment
that, you know, that people view
America in a dim light,” he said.

Bush said he realizes that some
issues such as the prison for sus-
pected terrorists at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, have created con-
troversy at home and around the
world. But he defended his actions
after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks, including approving tough
interrogation methods for suspect-
ed terrorists and information-gath-
ering efforts at home in the name
of protecting the country.

With the Iraq war in its sixth
year, he most aggressively de-
fended his decisions on that issue,
which will define his presidency
like no other. There have been
over 4,000 U.S. deaths since the
invasion and toppling of Saddam
Hussein in 2003.

He said that “not finding weap-
ons of mass destruction was a
significant disappointment.” The
accusation that Saddam had and
was pursuing weapons of mass
destruction was Bush’s main ini-
tial justification for going to war.

Bush admitted another miscal-
culation: Eager to report quick
progress after U.S. troops ousted
Saddam’s government, he claimed
less than two months after the war
started that “in the battle of Iraq,
the United States and our allies
have prevailed,” a claim made
under a “Mission Accomplished”
banner that turned out to be wildly
optimistic. “Clearly, putting ‘Mis-
sion Accomplished’ on an aircraft
carrier was a mistake,” he said
Monday.

He also defended his decision in
2007 to send an additional 30,000
American troops to Iraq to knock
down violence levels and stabilize
life there.

“The question is, in the long
run, will this democracy survive,
and that’s going to be a question
for future presidents,” he said.

On another issue destined to
figure prominently in his legacy,
Bush said he disagrees with those
who say the federal response to
Hurricane Katrina was slow.

“Don’t tell me the federal re-
sponse was slow when there
were 30,000 people pulled off
roofs right after the storm passed.

. Could things been done bet-
ter? Absolutely. But when I hear
people say the federal response
was slow, what are they going to
say to those chopper drivers or
the 30,000 who got pulled off the
roof?” he said.

He called President-elect Barack
Obama “a smart, engaging per-
son” and said he wishes his suc-
cessor all the best. He hinted at the
enormous responsibility Obama is
about to assume, describing what
it might feel like on Jan. 20 when,
after taking the oath of office, he
enters the Oval Office for the first
time as president.

“There’ll be a moment when
the responsibility of the president
lands squarely on his shoulders,”
Bush said.

He gave his view of the most ur-
gent priority facing the incoming
president: an attack on the United
States. He chose that risk over the
dire economic problems now fac-
ing the nation.

“I wish that I could report that’s
not the case, but there’s still an en-
emy out there that would like to
inflict damage on America — on
Americans.”

He said he would ask Congress
to release the remaining $350 bil-
lion in Wall Street bailout money
if Obama so desires. But, he said,
Obama hasn’t made that request
of him yet.

If Bush should make the re-
quest of Congress, it would take
the burden off Obama’s shoul-
ders involving a program that is
extraordinarily unpopular with
many lawmakers and much of the
public.

But, said Bush, “He hasn’t
asked me to make the request yet
and I don’t intend to make the re-
quest unless he asks me.”

The last time the president had
taken questions from reporters in
a public setting was Dec. 14 in
Baghdad, a session that hurtled
to the top of the news when Iraqi
journalist Muntadhar al-Zeidi
threw his shoes at Bush during a
question-and-answer session with
Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki.

Gospel group sings

The Ball Brothers, a southern gospel group, performed at the Colby Berean Church on Sun-
day. The group drew a crowd that packed the pews at the chuch.
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Plants can need water in dry winter

Q: I’ve noticed that many of my
evergreen shrubs — mostly juni-
pers and boxwoods — are starting
to look off-color, sort of brownish
or light green. Should I be wor-
ried?

A: An off-cast color can be an
evergreen plant’s response to cold
temperatures and chilling winds.
The effect is common during
heartland winters, but it tends to
be mild and not very long-lasting.
We don’t see actual foliage loss or
twig dieback except during unusu-
ally cold weather.

But, off-color also can result
from dry conditions. Evergreens
provide the most obvious clues of

winter drought in the landscape
because they retain their leaves
year-round. In turn, they use and
lose more water during winter
than the deciduous plants do.
Although evergreens are at
greatest risk during cold-weather
dry spells, other plants that are
likely to suffer from a wintertime
moisture shortage include new
lawns established the previous fall
and any trees or shrubs that are
five or fewer years of age.
Fortunately, you can water land-
scape plants any time the air tem-
perature is above freezing and the
soil isn’t so frozen that moisture
can’t soak in. A deep soaking is

best, which can easily take several
hours. If the temperature drops be-
low freezing after that, however,
no plants will be harmed.

Just be sure that your water car-
rying system is detached from its
source, drained and stored again
for winter when you’re through.
You won’t need to water again
until a long-bladed screwdriver
or metal rod, pushed into the
ground, stops before it reaches 4
to 6 inches deep. That kind of rod
only stops when it reaches thirsty,
thirsty soil.

-- Source: Dennis Patton, hor-
ticulturist, K-State Research and
Extension
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* Root Canals ° Orthodontics
e Implants ¢ Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
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785- 460 2839~

275 La Casa Drive * Colby KS

“Where one call...Does it alll”

3 Area 1-12-09.indd 1

FREE

NEX/ SYSTEM

Probessiocounal

VW N D OW
CLEANING

(BOO0O) 611-6735

ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Strength. Stability. Service.

David L. Browne Ill  Adriane Sims
550 N Franklin Ave 550 N Franklin Ave
Colby Colby

FARM BUREAU FINANCIALSERVICES YOI through all Stages of

Insurance * Investments

www.fbfs.com learn more call today.
(785) 462-3388

Auto /| Home / Life / Business / College / Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

- That’'s what you can count
on. We’re in the business
® of helping people just like

life with insurance and
financial products. To

Murra

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339
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FRATERNAL FINANCIAL

e

Don’t worry about
low CD interest rates

Discover a sensible alternative - the safe,
secure, tax-deferred benefits of fixed
annuities. Your Modern Woodmen repre-
sentative can help you choose the right
product for you.

Modern Woodmen of America offers
financial products and fraternal benefits.
Call today to learn more.

Shawn Carney
1210 West 4th
Colby, KS
785-460-6921

modern-woodmen.org
shawn.carney@mwarep.org
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Everyones Iooklng for an encouragmg S|gn in today s economy. The fact is, they'll
see one in over 17,500 locations across North America. Because for over 86 years,
State Farm® agents have been there helping people protect the things that matter most.
That’s why more people trust State Farm. And we consider that a very good sign.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS

PROVIDING INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

Jane W Johnson, Agent

905 E 4th Street

Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com
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