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National Weather Service

Tonight: Scattered flurries af-
ter midnight. Mostly cloudy, with
a low around 15. South wind 5 to
15 mph becoming northwest.

Saturday: Scattered flurries
before noon. Mostly cloudy, with
a high near 20. Blustery, with a
north wind 10 to 15 mph increas-
ing to between 20 and 25 mph.
Winds could gust as high as 30
mph.

Saturday  Night:  Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 1.
Wind chill values as low as -13.
Blustery, with a north wind be-
tween 10 and 20 mph, with gusts
as high as 30 mph.

Sunday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 13. North wind be-
tween 5 and 15 mph.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 1.

Monday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 26.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 11.

Tuesday: A 20 percent chance
of snow. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 24.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 7.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 29.

Wednesday Night: Partly
cloudy, with a low around 16.

Christmas Day: Sunny, with a
high near 50.

Thursday: High, 30; Low 6

Precip: Thursday 0.48 inches

Month: 0.59 inches
Year: 21.10 inches
Normal:  20.34 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)

Bush approves

emergency bailout

WASHINGTON (AP) — Citing
danger to the national economy,
President Bush approved an emer-
gency bailout of the U.S. auto
industry today, offering $17.4 bil-
lion in rescue loans in exchange
for tough concessions from the
deeply troubled carmakers and
their workers.

The government will have the
option of becoming a stockholder
in the companies, much as it has
with major banks, in effect partial-
ly nationalizing the industry.

At the same time, Treasury Sec-
retary Henry Paulson said Con-
gress should release the second
$350 billion from the financial
rescue fund that it approved in Oc-
tober to bail out huge financial in-
stitutions. Tapping the fund for the
auto industry basically exhausts
the first half of the $700 billion
total, he said.

On Wall Street, stock prices
rallied as investors cheered the
government’s action, though early
gains eased later in the day.

Allowing the massive auto in-
dustry to collapse in the middle of
what is already a severe recession
cannot be allowed, Bush said.

“It would worsen a weak job
market and exacerbate the fi-
nancial crisis,” he said. “It could
send our suffering economy into a
deeper and longer recession. And
it would leave the next president
to confront the demise of a major
American industry in his first days
of office.”

President-elect Barack Obama,
who takes office a month from
Saturday, praised the move.

“Today’s actions are a neces-
sary step to help avoid a collapse
in our auto industry that would
have devastating consequences
for our economy and our work-
ers,” he said.

If the carmakers fail to prove vi-
ability by March 31, they will be
required to repay the loans, which
they would find all but impossible.

511 gives driving conditions

The Kansas Department of
Transportation (KDOT) encour-
ages them to be prepared for win-
ter driving conditions.

Be informed about weather and
road conditions. Call 511 from any
phone in Kansas or 1-866-511-
KDOT (5368) from anywhere in

the U.S. to find out about the lat-
est driving conditions for the Kan-
sas Turnpike and any Interstate,
U.S. or state highway in Kansas
and Nebraska. Phone numbers
for road conditions in other states
surrounding Kansas are also pro-
vided.
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Office Phone 785/ 675-3991

Shop Phone 785/ 675-3023

* Irrigation Pump Repair
* Irrigation Well Drilling

* Environmental Drilling

Heath Paxson

ER PUMP & Wg
1024 Oak Ave.
Hoxie, KS 67740

For all your irrigation needs call:
Doug Holzmeister 785/675-8508
785/675-8503

Fax: 785/ 675-3990
E-mail: woofpw@ruraltel.net

VISIT HOXIE!!

Hoxl

: o Business Directory

Advertising pays!!
Give Heather a call TODAY!! 462-3963

A firm will be deemed viable only
if it can show positive cash flow
and can fully repay the govern-
ment loans.

General Motors Corp. CEO
Rick Wagoner said in Detroit that
GM had much work ahead but he
was confident it could reinvent it-
self with the government help and
even lead an economic recovery
in America.

The president of the United
Auto Workers, Ron Gettelfinger,
said, “This will keep the doors of
America’s factories open, keep
Americans working and prevent
the devastating economic conse-
quences for millions of Americans
and thousands of businesses that
would have resulted from a lig-
uidation of operations by one or
more auto companies.”

Bush said, “The time to make
hard decisions to become viable
is now, or the only option will be
bankruptcy. The automakers and
unions must understand what is
at stake and make hard decisions
necessary to reform.”

Some $13.4 billion of the mon-
ey would be available this month
and next — $9.4 billion of it for
General Motors and $4 billion for
Chrysler LLC. GM is slated to re-
ceive the remaining $4 billion in
loans after more money is released
from the financial rescue account.

Not everyone was applauding
the bailout.

House Republican leader John
Boehner called the administra-
tion’s plan “regrettable.” He said
that granting loans for automakers
was never the intention when Con-
gress passed the $700 billion plan
to rescue financial institutions and
that the new plan “has failed both
autoworkers and taxpayers.”

Bush said the companies’ work-
ers should agree to wage and work
rules that are competitive with
foreign automakers by the end of
next year.

And he called for elimination of a
“jobs bank” program — negotiated
by the United Auto Workers and the
companies — under which laid-off
workers can receive about 95 per-
cent of their pay and benefits for
years. Early this month, the UAW
agreed to suspend the program.

Storm takes traffic off the road

EVAN BARNUM / Colby Free Press
Semi-trailer trucks at the Oasis Travel Center were waiting for better road conditions after a
winter ice and snow storm made travel conditions dangerous.

Artificial trees
first made
in Germany

To help promote the use of
real and live Christmas trees,
the grower-members of the Na-
tional Christmas Tree Association
helped develop a computer game
called “Attack of the Mutant Arti-
ficial Tree.” The association’s link
to the game is at www.christmas-
tree.org/kewlbox.cfm.

Although historical records are
less than certain, tradition cred-
its Germany for originating the
Christmas tree. The records prove,
however, that Germany is where
the first artificial tree was devel-
oped. To protect their shrinking
forests, the Germans made trees
from metal wire, covered with
green-dyed goose feathers.

The Addis Brush Co. created the
first U.S. artificial trees. Initially, it
used the same machinery that pro-
duced its toilet brushes. In 1950,
however, the company patented
its “Silver Pine,” which came with
a revolving, colored gel-topped
light to place underneath.

One way to find out whether
an existing artificial Christmas
tree contains lead is to contact the
manufacturer or order testing kit
at www.leadtesting.org.

COLBY AUTOMOTIVE
590 N. Franklin ¢ Colby * 462-3349
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AUTO PARTS

KU - K-State ltems

Custom Floor Mats
Harley Davidson, Ford, Chevy., John Deere

Steering Wheel Covers
Wrenches - Drills - Flashlights
Jacks - Creepers - Lanterns
Remote Helicopter
Metal Tool Boxes-4 sizes
Long Reach Pliers - Tools
See the Big & Jr. Traeger Grills

Many Die-cast Collectibles & Caps

Seasons Greetings!
May all parts ofyour lzo/rday be merry and
Z)r1glzt! Thank you ][or your patronage.

Best wishes- /i udy and Brent Menges
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The Road to Wellness in Morthwest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

* Hospital ® Hoxie Medical Clinic
* Long Term Care Center ® Assisted Living

Hoxie Medical Clinic

Dr. Brewster Kellogg - Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C
Kerri Rowh, ARNP

785-675-3018
826 18th ~

Selden Community Clinic

Hoxie, KS

Kerri Rowh, ARNP - OPEN THURSDAYS 8:30 - NOON

785-386-4380
112 N. Kansas ~ Selden, KS

BUY ONE
PHONE AND WE'LL
THROW IN UP
TO THREE MORE!

A GREAT WAY T0 STRETCH
WHAT'S LEFT OF YOUR

HOLIDAY BUDGET.

ARAIITEE our coverage. Try us for
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OFFER AVAILABLE ON MOTOROLA RAZR 06

AND MOTOROLA W510.

Offer is subject to mail-in rebates on each phone. Each phone requires 24-month service agreement. $30 activation fee and $200 early termination fee apply to each phone.

SHOP IN-STORE, ONLINE AT WWW.UNICEL.COM, OR CALL 1-800-G0-CELLULAR [462-3558]

SALE ENDS DEC. 24™

We guarantee you’ll love

30 days and see.

UNICEL

THE WAY WIRELESS SHOULD BE’

UNICEL RETAIL STORE: Colby: 1933 South Range, Ste. 1

Offers subject to terms of wireless service agreement, Data Services Terms and Conditions and calling plan details. Additional charges will be included each month for each line of
service to help Unicel defray its costs of complying with federal and state regulatory obligations, as follows: 3.7842% USF charge (11.7% USF charge for international calls), 4.34%
KS USF charge, additional cost recovery fees of $1.95 and, if roaming charges are incurred, roaming taxes if passed on by our roaming partners and a $2.00 roaming administration
fee. These charges are not taxes or government-required charges. Mail-in rebates must be redeemed within 2 weeks after phone purchase; allow 8-10 weeks for rebate delivery.
Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Service activation requires credit check and may require security deposit. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply.
Must be at least 18 years of age with positive ID and must have user address in the Unicel home coverage area. Digital features and service are not available in all areas and may vary
due to atmospheric, topographical and other conditions. Limited time offer. Other restrictions apply. See or store or website for details and guarantee terms and conditions.

KS Residents: Unicel is obligated to provide service within its designated ETC service area upon reasonable request. Consumers should direct any complaints regarding service
issues to the Commission’s Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.
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