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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based number 
placement puzzle. The goal 
is to enter a number, 1-9, in 
each cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region must 
contain only one instance of 
each numeral. The solution 
to the last Sudoku puzzle is 
at right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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Difficulty Level 12/15

The Right Time for Action
Point count is usually thought of as an 

aid to bidding, but there are many occa-
sions when it also can be utilized during 
the play. 

For example, consider this deal where 
West starts by cashing the K-Q of clubs 
and has to decide what to do next. He 
knows that the ace of hearts will pro-
vide him with a third defensive trick, 
but the question is how to try to get a 
fourth one. 

He could hope to find his partner with 
either the king of diamonds or ace of 
spades, but that is a very farfetched pos-
sibility. Since West can see 14 points in 
his own hand and 13 in dummy, declar-
er must have both of those cards to ac-
count for his opening bid. 

The only realistic chance of defeating 
the contract lies in finding East with ei-
ther the ten or jack of trumps, in which 
case a second trump trick can be manu-
factured for the defense. Accordingly, 
West leads a low club at trick three, co-
operatively ruffed by East with the ten, 
and as a result four hearts goes down 
one. There is no way declarer can re-
cover from this sequence of plays. 

The purpose of the low club lead is to 
make sure that East, who knows West 
still has the ace of clubs, understands 
what is expected of him. If West were 
to impulsively play the ace of clubs at 
trick three, East might not ruff at all, 
much less ruff with the ten. He would 
have no way of knowing that declarer 
had no more clubs, and he might me-
chanically discard rather than trump his 
partner’s ace. 

Once West returns the low club, East 
has no choice but to ruff with the ten, 
and declarer is a goner.
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