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Insulation can save on heating

The chill is here but its not too
late to insulate.

A Kansas State University spe-
cialist says investing a little time in
home maintenance before winter
arrives can help to make the family
more comfortable and yield a sav-
ings in home energy costs.

But, even though winter is here,
the sooner done the sooner savings
can start.

Bruce Snead, K-State Research
and Extension residential energy
specialist, said heating and cool-
ing costs typically account for up
to one-third of home energy costs.
This year, Kansans can expect an
increase in natural gas prices of
from 20 to 40 percent.

You would have been better to
have checked your home heat-
ing system before winter sets, said
Snead. Basic maintenance includes
cleaning or changing the filter, oil-
ing the motor and fan and checking
to see if vents and ducts are open
and clear.

Follow the manufacturer’s rec-
ommendations for seasonal or oth-
erwise scheduled maintenance, he
said. And, if you’re uncertain about
doing the maintenance yourself,
scheduling a service call can help
to ensure a smooth transition to the
heating season.

The cost of a service call can be
offset if it reveals potential mechan-
ical problems and optimizes system
performance, Snead said.

Consumers also can trim home
heating costs by installing a pro-

STUDENT OF
THE MONTH

for details

)
)
N
y
"]
»
-~
o
a
= /
2
]
]
-
-
Ny
-
y
-y
-
o
»
"
3
b}
ey
-
)
e
Ny
Ny
N
s
y
)
Ay,
"]
"
y
o)
-]
-y
)
-
-
(o
-
)
b
3
Sy

y

MoareA

PAINTS
H‘lﬁpﬂp Q@
Hllﬂl!ll

) 85 W 4th st
@ Colby, Kansas 67701

] rffffffff)fff?ffffffffffffl

y

7 Other CFP 12/5/08.indd 1

NO INTEREST
.NO DOWN PAYMENT

See credit application

Factory Reps

will be on hand
to answer any
questions about
their products.

Premium Paints

grammable thermostat, he said.
This will allow you to maintain a
comfortable temperature when fam-
ily is present, and reduce energy use
at night and when everyone is away.
Programming can bring the tem-
perature back into the comfort zone
before the family wakes.

A programmable thermostat costs
about $40-$150, and will usually
pay for itself in three years, he said.

Adjusting a traditional thermostat
also can yield a savings, he added.
Lowering the thermostat from 68
to 67 degrees can yield a 2-3 per-
cent savings; turning the thermostat
down while sleeping can yield a 1
percent savings. Older adults gener-
ally prefer a warmer environment,
but those who wear a sweater can
save on energy costs.

To further reduce home heating
costs, Snead suggested:

e Caulking around windows and
doors, in gaps or cracks between
the foundation and siding, stone or
brickwork.

e Checking ductwork for leaks,
and sealing leaks.

e Sealing and insulating an attic
floor.

e Sealing and insulating the pe-
rimeter of a crawl space, and sealing
ductwork in the crawl space.

To reduce general energy use
within the home, he offered famil-
iar, but sometimes overlooked, tips:

¢ Replace incandescent light bulbs
with compact fluorescent bulbs.

 Turn off lights when leaving a
room.

e Unplug phantom energy users,
including small appliances, a cell
phone charger or video game box,
when not in use.

¢ If you are on time-sensitive elec-
trical rates, use appliances at off-
peak times or when rates are lower.
Do laundry during early morning or
evening hours in cold water; run
the dishwasher when full, before
bedtime, when rates are lower. If
unsure about rate structure, contact
the electric utility.

* Use appliances, such as a slow
cooker or electric skillet, that re-
quire less energy.

You might consider replacing
aging appliances with newer, more
energy-efficient models, Snead said.
Replacing a five- or more year-old
dishwasher or 10- or more year-old
refrigerator can generally yield a
savings in energy use that will, over
time, offset the cost of repairing or
replacing the older appliance. If re-
placing a refrigerator, don’t put the
old one in the garage and plug it in.

Look for appliances with an “En-
ergy Star” label with a cost estimate
for operation, he said

Information on conservation,
energy use and basic home main-
tenance is available at county and
district Extension offices and on
Extension’s energy web site: www.
sustainable-energy.ksu.edu.

A Basic Home Maintenance
guide can be downloaded at www.
oznetksu.edu. Click on “Publica-
tions” and then search for Basic
Home Maintenance (# 134C).
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Grade: Senior

Mark & Amie
Kendrick

Kiri, a Senior at Colby High School, is the December
Student of the Month.
Kiri’s school and community activities include Student

Council, International Club, FCA, Yearbook, Volleyball,
Cross Country, Basketball, Softball, 4-H, Genesis Food
Drives, Recycling, CROP Walk, Church Fundraising Din-
ners, and Special Olympics Bowling Volunteer.

Kiri’s academic emphasis has been the Regent’s Cur-
riculum. She plans to attend Fort Hays State University of
Kansas to major in Chemistry following a Pre-Optometry
Program of Study.

Sponsored by: Colby Rotary

Check out Saturday Only Alltel Specials!

FRIMY SATURDAY * SUNDAY
December 5th, 6th & 7th

NO PAYMENTS

& SODA

DAYS!

FREE POPCORN

ALL THREE

Saturday, 11:00-1:00
Free Hamburgers,
Hot Dogs & Soda

We have the
largest
Selection of

N$5 OFF
RING
%

L HARDWARE

Fh: 783-460-2452
Fax. 735—430 5292

£
¥
T TR LN T Ve b A,

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
10AM-1PM

DEGEMBER 11-13, 2008

«In the event of inclement weather, the fair will be rescheduled for December 18-20, 2008.

FARM IMPLEMENT & SUPPLY CO. & cvivoins

1025 EAST 1ST. STREET ANNENX, COLBY, KS 67701
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e e e CARRIERS WANTED o o ¢

The Colby Free Press
is looking for Carriers!

Offering a
3525 Sign-on Bonus!!

(Bonus will be received after 3 months)

A great job for students, moms,

or retired people wanting a little
fresh air.”

For more information call the Colby Free Press office:

785-462-3963 or stop in at 155 W, 5th Street

Finley Motors

After Harvest Holiday Sale!

ROCK BOTTOM PRICING!
¥90.00 Over Cost on 90-Day old Inventory and with a
Slumping Economy We Have Purchased Several Semi-loads
WELL BELOW NADA
Prices this low, not seen in 20 years, so don’t miss out!

Now’s the time to buy at Finley Motors!
Sale continues to run through December 1 3!

Over 79 to choose from!
120,900 123,900

2007 Buick 2008 6MC
Lucerne, Acadia,
21,099 miles, 20,973 miles,

beige crimson

2003 Pontiac
Montana
71,309 miles,

12988 mlles
brown

white

2009 Buick
Terraza CXL,
57642 miles,

marroon

2007 Pontiac
Torrent,
20,914 miles,

2005 6MC
Canyon Ext. Cab,
50,699 miles,
black

2006 Jeep
Liberty,
25,285 miles,
black

2006 Pontiac
Grand Prix,
21,364 miles,
Gray

Finley Motors, Inc.

(785) 899-2346 (800) 525-3701 North of Walmart over the overpass
“Your Volume & Variety Dealer!” Highway 27, Goodland

www.finleymotorsinc.com®

2008 Buick
Enclave, Gold,
22,000 miles

2003 Cadillac
DeVille, Silver,
40,000 miles

Sierra 1500,
Ext. Cab, Gray,
28,271 miles
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