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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Bidding Quiz
1. One notrump. When the bidding is on the verge of dying at 

a low level, you are permitted to make bids you would ordinar-
ily not make in any other position. Such bids in the so-called 
balancing seat often don’t have their normal meaning.

The player in the balancing seat has an obligation not to 
sell out cheaply if there is a reasonable way to compete for the 
contract. If he does elect to compete, whatever action he takes 
must tentatively be regarded as suspect. The one-notrump bid 
in this sequence indicates about 11 to 14 points rather than the 
15 to 18 you would be expected to hold if you bid one notrump 
directly over the opening bidder.

2. Double. If you were in second position, you would overcall 
with one notrump, but in the balancing seat you are much too 
strong for that action. Partner would think you had a much 
flimsier hand, such as in the first problem. The way to show real 
opening notrump values in the balancing position is by doubling 
and then bidding notrump at your next turn to complete the 
description of your hand.

3. One heart. This isn’t much of a hand, but it is better 
to bid than to pass. Partner probably has 10 or more points, 
which gives your side a shot at a partscore that would be lost 
if you threw in the sponge prematurely. Because you are in the 
balancing seat, partner should not become overly enthusiastic 
about your bid.

4. Pass. The opponents couldn’t be in a worse spot, and it’s 
not wise to help them out by competing. West will probably 
go down a trick or two, and you may wind up with a respect-
able plus. Besides, partner probably doesn’t have much, since 
he’s marked with diamond shortness and failed to bid over 
one diamond.

5. Double. Here you have values with which you would act in 
any position, and these can best be shown by doubling and then 
bidding hearts. An immediate jump to two hearts would suggest 
a strong hand interested only in hearts, but this hand may well 
play better in notrump or spades, if partner is so inclined.

    Tomorrow: The battle for trump control.
    (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

 
 

The Battle for Trump Control
Trump control is extremely important in the play of 

suit contracts. Many contracts fail when declarer loses 
control of trumps before he can cash all his winners.

 Consider this deal where South failed to make four 
spades because he lost control of the trump suit. He won 
the club lead with the ace and played the king of spades. 
East took the ace and returned a club, ruffed by South.

When declarer next played the queen of spades, he 
learned that West had started with four to the jack and 
found himself in a hopeless position. At this point, South 
had the 10-8 of trumps, West the J-5, and dummy the 
nine.

If South led a trump, West would take the jack and play 
a third round of clubs to force out declarer’s last trump. 
If South discarded his heart loser instead of ruffing, West 
would play still another club to defeat the contract.

Declarer did as well as he could when he abandoned 
further trump leads and played four rounds of diamonds. 
West ruffed, and South finished down one, losing three 
trump tricks and a heart.

South would have made four spades had he exercised 
better control of trumps. His first three plays were 
certainly reasonable, but instead of cashing the queen 
of trumps at trick four (when he had the Q-10-8), he 
should have led the eight!

 If the trumps were divided 3-2, he would easily make 
10 tricks, but, more importantly, if they were divided 
4-1, he would also make 10 tricks.

Thus, in the actual case, if West won the trump eight 
with the jack at trick four and returned a club, declarer 
would simply discard a heart to assure the contract. 
Dummy’s nine of trumps would then stand guard against 
another club lead, while any other return would also 
allow South to score 10 tricks.

    (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.


