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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Necessity: The Mother of Invention
 Some contracts that initially appear very easy to 

play turn out, for one reason or another, to be much 
tougher than was originally anticipated. In such cases, 
declarer may have to use a little ingenuity to help him 
get home safely. 

 Consider the present deal from a rubber-bridge 
game where South landed in four hearts instead of 
an ice-cold three notrump (he was trying to score his 
150 honors). West started with the K-A of spades, East 
signaling with the nine of diamonds on the second 
spade. West then continued with the queen of spades, 
ruffed by South with the ten. 

At this point, the contract seemed very easy to 
make. But when South next cashed the A-K of trumps 
and East showed out, the previously promising pic-
ture changed drastically. Declarer realized that if he 
continued with the Q-J of trumps, discarding a spade 
from dummy, he would then have no way to score the 
game-going trick with the jack of clubs. 

The alternative -- a successful diamond finesse 
-- seemed highly unlikely under the circumstances, 
given that West had started with the A-K-Q-J-x of 
spades and had passed initially. 

 But our hero, South, was not born yesterday, and 
found a way out of his difficulties. Faced with the hard 
reality of the situation, declarer did play the Q-J of 
trumps, but, on the last trump, he discarded the ace 
of diamonds from dummy! 

The rest of the play was simple enough. South next 
cashed dummy’s A-K-Q of clubs and then exited with 
the jack of diamonds. East won with the king, but 
had to yield the last two tricks to South’s queen of 
diamonds and jack of clubs.

 And so it was that South, by very good play, made 
four hearts and scored his 150 honors.

    Tomorrow: Unusual defensive play.
    (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

 
 
Unusual Defensive Play

Occasionally, a defender finds it necessary to 
make a play that is completely contrary to standard 
procedure. Unfortunately, since such plays don’t 
come with a warning sign, the opportunity to make 
the play may pass him by unless he is fully on top of 
the situation.

 For example, consider this deal where it seems 
that declarer must lose a club trick and a trump trick 
at six diamonds. However, because of a completely 
“normal” play made by West at the critical stage, 
South wound up making the slam.

 Declarer started off perfectly by going up with 
the ace of clubs at trick one. Next he cashed the 
spade ace and ruffed a spade, then cashed the heart 
ace and ruffed a heart. He continued by trumping 
a spade, a heart and dummy’s last spade, producing 
this position:

    South then led the heart queen and ruffed 
with dummy’s king as West discarded the spade king. 
Declarer next led a club, but since West had only 
trumps left, he was forced to ruff his partner’s trick. 
Even worse, he then had to lead from the J-9-4 into 
South’s A-Q-10, handing declarer the last three tricks 
and the slam.

    Had West been more alert, he would have 
found the unusual but correct play of trumping the 
heart queen in the diagramed position, even though 
dummy would overruff with the king. This would 
have allowed East to win dummy’s club return as West 
shed his spade king, after which the jack of diamonds 
would have scored the setting trick.

Tomorrow: Two chances are better than one.
    (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.


