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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip
Family Circus • Bill Keane

    Bidding Quiz
 1. Four diamonds. With better than an opening bid facing 

an opening bid, game must be reached, and slam is not out 
of the question. Three diamonds, though it has the merit of 
making a three-notrump contract possible, is totally inad-
equate, since partner may pass. 

Five diamonds, which is a stronger bid than four dia-
monds, might induce partner to bid an unmakable slam. 
The four-diamond bid is forcing and has the advantage of 
leaving room for either a four-heart cuebid or a four-notrump 
(Blackwood) bid by partner. If partner does cuebid in hearts, 
you should bid six diamonds.

 Although a four-club bid (forcing) over two diamonds 
would describe your powerful club suit, it would not show 
the excellent diamond support that will make partner take 
a rosier view of his hand. 

  2. Pass. In view of partner’s weak rebid, all thoughts of 
getting to game should be dismissed. The rule of thumb that it 
takes an opening bid opposite an opening bid to make a game 
should be applied here. Since partner has made the weakest 
rebid possible, and your hand amounts to less than an open-
ing bid, it must be assumed that there is no game. When this 
consideration is added to your lack of support for diamonds, 
the evidence becomes even more convincing.

The only question remaining is where the partscore 
contract should be played. It is possible that three clubs 
might be a better contract than two diamonds, but this is not 
really worth investigating. A further bid might make matters 
worse. It’s much better to let go of a hot potato.

3. Three notrump. This bid is clear-cut. With 14 high-card 
points and honor cards in every suit facing an opening bid, 
the notrump game should be bid without further ado. No 
other possibility should be considered.

 4. Three diamonds. Although your diamond support is 
nothing to write home about, it is adequate opposite a suit that 
has been bid twice. The diamond raise encourages partner to 
bid again, without compelling him to. Your hand is not good 
enough to do more than invite partner to continue.

    If he does not go on, the chances are that the best 
contract has been reached. It would be incorrect to rebid your 
clubs when a fit in diamonds has already been found.

    Tomorrow: South has a problem to solve.
    (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

South Has a Problem to Solve
 One of the chief purposes of a pre-emptive bid is 

to deprive the opponents of the ability to exchange 
information at a low level. It is therefore not surpris-
ing that a partnership often fails to arrive at its best 
contract after a pre-emptive bid by the opposition.

 Take this case where North-South would have 
been much better off at three notrump than the 
inferior contract of five clubs they reached after the 
opening three-heart bid by West.

Declarer had a lot of work to do to make five 
clubs. He took the opening heart lead in dummy and 
returned the club ten, winning the finesse. Another 
trump finesse disclosed that East had started with 
three to the king, which in turn meant that South’s 
third heart could not be safely ruffed in dummy. Two 
diamond losers also appeared certain since West 
was very likely to have the ace for his vulnerable 
three-bid.

The outlook was bleak, but declarer found the 
answer. After drawing East’s last trump, he cashed 
the A-K of spades and ruffed a spade. He then 
played his last two trumps, reducing himself to the 
K-x of both red suits. On the last trump, West had to 
choose a discard from the J-10-9 of hearts and A-10 
of diamonds.

 If West discarded a heart, South would then play 
the king and another heart, compelling West to lead a 
diamond. And if West discarded the ten of diamonds 
instead, a low diamond play would convert declarer’s 
king into a trick. Either way, the jig was up.

  South certainly gets full credit for his excellent 
play, but West has to get an assist for having made it 
possible to test declarer’s mettle.

    (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.


