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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

        Test Your Defensive Play
You are West, defending against Four Hearts, 

South having bid one heart, North two hearts and 
South four hearts. When you lead the eight of dia-
monds, your partner wins with the ace, South playing 
the six, and returns the three, South playing the king 
- which you ruff. What would you do now? 

 If you have faith in partner, you should return a 
low club. You should assume that East read your 
diamond lead as a singleton and expected you to ruff 
the diamond return at trick two.

 Under these circumstances, East’s lead of the 
three, rather than any old diamond, has a special 
meaning. It is a suit-preference signal indicating that 
he wants you to return a club rather than a spade at 
trick three. Had partner wanted a spade return, he 
would have led a high diamond instead. (If partner 
had no preference, he would return a medium-sized 
diamond.)

    Declarer’s hand probably looks something 
like:

[S] A K 8 4
[H] A Q 10 5 3
[D] K Q 6
[C] 8
in which case South goes down one if you return 

a club, but makes the contract if you return a spade.
It is true that leading a club away from the king at 

trick three, with dummy holding Q-J-7-3, looks very 
unappetizing. But, assuming that East is familiar with 
standard suit-preference signals and does not play 
his cards idly, it is clearly the right play.

 If it turns out that partner has the spade ace and not 
the club ace -- or neither ace -- and declarer makes 
the contract as a result of your club return, you can 
always show your partner this column to teach him 
the error of his ways.

 Tomorrow: Harry Grumble.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

 
 

    Harry Grumble
Let’s first imagine you’re an average bridge player. 

Then let’s stretch your imagination further and as-
sume there’s a national championship in progress at 
a nearby convention center. Since you’ve never seen 
the experts play, you decide to go there to see for 
yourself whether these sharks are as good as they’re 
cracked up to be.

You get there bright and early one day and sit down 
alongside Harry Grumble (South), an expert who’s 
said to be almost as good as he thinks he is.

 On the very first hand, he gets to three notrump as 
shown. Maybe you wouldn’t have bid his hand the 
same way, but, when dummy appears, you realize 
that our hero has somehow stumbled into the best 
contract.

 Grumble ducks two rounds of hearts and wins 
the third one with the ace. Since that’s what you’d 
have done, you are not particularly impressed. But 
when he next leads a spade to the king, you start to 
wonder why in the world he did this rather than run 
his diamonds first.

 You get no time to consider the question, because 
Grumble leads a diamond from dummy and plays 
low after East produces the jack! This proves to be 
another lucky shot, because he winds up making three 
notrump, whereas he would have gone down had he 
tried to run the diamonds by leading them from his 
hand, or had he not ducked East’s jack.

  When you go home and study the hand, you realize 
it was more than just blind luck that induced Grumble 
to choose this line of play, and that maybe he knows 
a thing or two more about the game than your regular 
crowd does. It kind of makes you think.
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