1 TNEEE

Area /State

| I | [ [

Colby Free Press Thursday,

September 18,2008 Page 3

Weather
Corner

Thursday
clear. Lows in the mid 50s.

night:  Mostly
South winds 5 to 15 mph.

Friday: Sunny. Highs in the
lower 80s. South winds 10 to
20 mph.

Friday night: Mostly clear.
Lows in the mid 50s. South
winds 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday: Sunny. Highs in
the mid 80s.

Saturday  night:  Partly
cloudy. Lows in the upper 50s.

Sunday: Mostly sunny with
a 20 percent chance of rain
showers. Highs in the mid 80s.

Sunday night: Mostly cloudy.
Lows in the upper 50s.

Monday: Breezy. Mostly
sunny. Highs in the mid 80s.

Monday night: Partly cloudy.
Lows in the upper 50s.

Tuesday: Partly sunny. Highs
in the mid 80s.

Tuesday night: Partly cloudy.
Lows in the lower 60s.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny.
Highs in the lower 80s.

Wednesday’s high: 86, low,
50
Officials with the City of Col-
by’s Public Works Department
will no longer track the aver-
age water usage since summer
is coming to an end.

Current temperatures are
available by calling (785) 460-
8367.

Preventing injury, death focus of safety week

MANHATTAN — Numbers al-
ways tell a story. For agriculture,
the story line contains some harsh
statistics:

*In 2007, 715 deaths and 80,000
disabling injuries were attributed
to agriculture.

* The 2006 death rate for farm-
ers and farm employees was 28
in 100,000, according to the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

* The 2006 injury rate for farm-
ers and farm employees was 6 in
100.

As agriculture continues to be
one of the most dangerous occu-
pations in the world, the National
Safety Council annually shines a
spotlight on farming and ranching
during National Farm Safety and
Health Week, which begins Mon-
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The Farm Safety Week theme emphasizes
the value of safety and wellness . ..”

John Slocombe,

Extension farm safety specialist

day and continues through Friday.

This year’s theme is “Farm
Safely - Protect YOUr Invest-
ment.”

Agriculture’s death rate ranks
first among all occupations, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of
Labor. Mining ranks second with
27 work deaths per 100,000 em-
ployees and construction is third

Kansas health agency
to seek smoking ban

WICHITA (AP) — A state
board will push again next year
for a big health plan that includes
an increase in tobacco taxes and
a statewide ban on smoking in
public places.

The Kansas Health Policy’s
proposal are likely to meet with
some resistance from legislators
because of their cost. The rec-
ommendations would phase in a
$243 million increase in spend-
ing on health care programs over
four years.

Marcia Nielsen, the author-
ity’s executive director, conced-
ed that legislators are unlikely
to pass the proposals in a single
package.

But, Nielsen told The Wichita
Eagle for a story Wednesday,

Buffalo soldiers honored

TOPEKA (AP) — Adrian Cruz
acknowledges that before she be-
gan working at Fort Leavenworth,
what little she knew of the Buffalo
Soldiers came from hearing the
famous Bob Marley song.

She and other Kansans gath-
ered Wednesday at the Statehouse
in hopes of seeing that today’s
young people don’t have the same
knowledge gap.

Cruz, the fort’s community rela-
tions officer, and about 70 people
participated in a ceremony hon-
oring the Buffalo Soldiers, mem-
bers of African-American units
first formed by the Army after the
Civil War.

Her younger brother wore rep-
licas of the uniform soldiers wore
during the American Indian wars
on the Great Plains.

“These were honorable, brave,

courageous men,” Cruz said after
the 90-minute event. “To expose
kids to that — it gives them a
sense of pride in who they are and
where they come from.”

The Kansas Fever Committee, a
group that tries to increase public
awareness of African-Americans’
history, sponsored the event. It
was held on the 140th anniversary
of the start of the Battle of Arika-
ree, fought in eastern Colorado
between the Army and Plains In-
dians.

The Buffalo Soldiers were so
named by the Cheyenne, who had
never seen black soldiers before
the tribe began fighting them.
Marley’s reggae song touched on
what he saw as the irony of sol-
diers who faced discrimination
fighting Indians who also were
mistreated by whites.

Biotech corn, soybeans
encroaching on wheat acres

WICHITA (AP) — Biotech-
nology that allows more profit-
able corn and soybean crops to
thrive in arid fields is encroach-
ing on traditional wheat acreage
across the Great Plains, industry
experts say.

Corn and soybeans varieties
whose transgenic traits allow
them to adapt to drier climates
are making those crops more
competitive for farmers to grow
than wheat.

Not only has biotechnology
moved those crops west, but it
has boosted their yields, said
Dusti Fritz, chief executive of-
ficer for Kansas Wheat, a co-
operative venture of the Kan-
sas Wheat Commission and the
Kansas Association of Wheat
Growers.

“It is in climates that had
never seen production of those
crops before,” Fritz said.

“That is true not only in Kan-
sas, but if you think about the
line of states from Texas all the
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It is in climates
that had never seen
production of those
crops before.”

Dusti Fritz,
Kansas Wheat

way into North Dakota and Can-
ada, it is true throughout that
productive belt.”

Irrigated corn acres are now
common in western Kansas,
where just 10 years ago little
corn was grown in the region.
The latest transgenic varieties
may speed the transition.

Some of the new varieties of
biotech corn, for example, re-
portedly can grow with 50 per-
cent less water, dramatically re-
ducing costs for irrigation, Fritz
said.
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Woman climbs tree
after using Thera-Gesic®

BEXAR COUNTY- Mary Ann W., after using
Thera-Gesic®on her sore calf muscle, climbed a
9'/> foot oak tree in front of the courthouse to
protest the high cost of fuel. When asked why
such a small tree, she painlessly
replied, “None of your dang

Go painlessly with Thera-Gesic®

Use the classifieds! (785) 462-3963
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“It’s an important message that
all these pieces fit together.”

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius al-
ready has said she expects to
push again next year for a com-
prehensive health care plan that
includes higher tobacco taxes.
She has advocated such an in-
crease to finance health pro-
grams since 2004.

Last year, the authority pro-
posed — and Sebelius endorsed
— a 21-point plan, also with an
increase in tobacco taxes and
a statewide ban on smoking in
public places.

The proposal initially would
have increased the tax on a pack
of cigarettes by 50 cents, to
$1.29, then adjusted the tax for
inflation.

with 10 deaths per 100,000 work-
ers.

“The Farm Safety Week theme
emphasizes the value of safety
and wellness to all agricultural
producers,” said John Slocombe,
Extension farm safety specialist at
Kansas State University.

“We want to remind farmers of
the need to be safe and stress the

importance of protecting hearing,
lung function, vision, skin, and the
musculo-skeletal system.”

Workplace injuries are expen-
sive and inconvenient.

For farmers it is estimated that
four work days are lost for every
injury.

Meanwhile, the daily chores of
feeding and caring for livestock,
and planting, tending and harvest-
ing crops continue.

Slocombe noted that up to 60
percent of farm injuries occur
when working with livestock.
Most other injuries happen during
crop production with machinery
incidents accounting for most in-
juries.

Most farmer deaths
tractors.

involve

The overwhelming majority
of injuries occur among workers
aged 45 and older. The average
age of U.S. farmers is 56.

According to the National In-
stitute for Farm Safety, there is a
bright spot — the number of ag-
ricultural deaths and injuries has
fallen gradually during the last
four years.

That decline is attributed to saf-
er equipment and increased safety
awareness, Slocombe said.

Editor’s Note: K-State Research
and Extension is a short name for
the Kansas State University Agri-
cultural Experiment Station and
Cooperative Extension Service, a
program designed to generate and
distribute useful knowledge for
the well-being of Kansans.
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The Colby Free Press
is looking for Carriers
in Oakley

Two Routes Available!

Offering a
$25 Sign-on Bonus!!

(Bonus will be received after 3 months)

For more information call the Colby Free Press office:

785-462-3963 or stop in at 155 W. 5th Street

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

930 S. Range
kCoIby, Kansas 67701

( )
H & H Auto Features Limo Services

Phone: 785-460-0828

Cell: 785-443-1 082J

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Need a new insurance partner?

David L. Browne Il
550 N Franklin Ave

Auto | Home
College | Retirement

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Business | Farm/Ranch | Life

h=

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

Insurance « Investments

www.fbfs.com
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New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

¢ Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics
¢ Implants « Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

Jane W Johnson

State Farm Agent

Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com
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LENDER

18 Months

Don’t miss out on this

GREAT RATE.

For a limited time only, State Farm Bank®
is offering the following promotional term

4.35% APY*

STATE FARM

Bank

INSURANCE

*Annual Percentage Yields as of 09/03/08. Rates subject to change without notice. Minimum
balance to open an account and obtain the stated APY is $500. Fees and charges may reduce
earnings on your account. A penalty may be imposed for a withdrawal prior to maturity.
Certificates automatically renew at maturity at the then current rate for the next longer standard

. rate. Some products and services not available in all areas.

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruises

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785.462.6999

Fax: 785-460-0852
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077

IYYSIT IV TIVY NS W Round Trip Travel
LAS VEGAS Air&Hotel | $250 | 4!
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel ! %505 : 3! BOOK SPRING
MEXICO Air&Hotel | $800 | 3
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | gmsu | 5! BREAK NOwW!
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,600 | 7| T !
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 1 3 Gl e Scdules
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel :  §700 i 3 All'specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA EP SA3dEE} ' Max 45 and are subject to availability
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CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
,,,,,,,,, QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTimATES

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

Colby, KS
CONMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

NE\X/ SYSTEM

Probessicunuall

WW IN D OW
CLEANING

(B00) 611-6735

FREE

ESTIMATES
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