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Bridge

A Not-So-Brilliant Defense

Many years ago, the distinguished 
expert Oswald Jacoby, playing in a 
pair championship, got to four spades 
with the South hand. Ordinarily, Jacoby 
would have made the contract, but he 
ran into a seemingly inspired defense 
and went down as a result.

West led the king of hearts, then shift-
ed to the queen of clubs. Jacoby saw a 
possibility of making six if East had the 
queen of spades, so he won the club 
with the ace, led a spade and finessed 
the jack -- which held!

He next crossed to dummy with a 
diamond in order to repeat the spade fi-
nesse, since East might have started with 
Q-x-x-x. But when Jacoby finessed the 
ten, West took the queen, cashed three 
more hearts and a club, and so defeated 
the contract three tricks!

Of course, had West taken the queen 
of spades at his first opportunity, Jaco-
by would have made the contract eas-
ily. He would have lost only a spade, a 
heart and a club to achieve a far better 
than average result.

 The highly chagrined Jacoby realized 
that going down three would be a very 
poor score -- possibly a bottom -- but 
he nonetheless went out of his way to 
congratulate West for his brilliant play 
in refusing to win the first trump trick.

 An embarrassed West then explained 
that he had pulled the wrong card when 
the first round of trumps was led. He 
had expected Jacoby to play the ace or 
king and had not noticed that the jack 
was actually played on the trick.

“Please,” Jacoby implored him, 
“won’t you try to be a little more care-
ful in the future?”
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/24

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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