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Kansas wheat harvest underway
WICHITA  (AP) — Kansas farmers 

were finally able to get into their fields to 
harvest winter wheat over the weekend 
as the ground dried out ahead of the next 
wave of storms.

But the Kansas wheat harvest still lags 
well behind normal averages and farmers 
are scrambling to get this season’s high-
priced crop safely into the bin.

Just 6 percent of the wheat crop has 
now been harvested in the state, the Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics Service re-
ported Monday. In a normal year, 36 per-
cent would have been cut by this late in 
the season.

At elevators as far north as Salina, the 
grain industry was getting its first hard 
look at the quality of the 2008 crop. Top 
quality wheat typically has test weights of 
60 pounds per bushel or better.

One of the few places in the state where 
wheat harvest has been anywhere near 
normal this year is in Kiowa, where 3.3 
million bushels of wheat had been taken 
in as of Monday.

“We’re not done, but we are sure on the 
downhill side,” said Alan Meyers, gen-
eral manager of OK Co-op Grain Co. in 
Kiowa. The harvest in the Kiowa area is 
about 85 percent finished.

Farmers in the Kiowa area mostly es-
caped the downpours that had stalled 
harvest elsewhere in the state, but even 
a couple of rains early last week made a 
noticeable dent in their test weights.

Industry trade group, Kansas Wheat, 
reported Sunday that harvest has reached 
as just far north of Salina in central Kan-
sas. But the group says progress has lan-
guished in the eastern and western parts 

of the state.
The rush to get the crop in before the 

next wave of storms hits was palpable 
since each passing rain deteriorates grain 
quality.

Loss already was showing up in places 
like Fowler, where the local elevator not-
ed that test weights before the rain show-
ers suspended harvest last week had been 
averaging 61 pounds per bushel. But now 
the average is 58 pounds per bushel.

As of Sunday, about 15 percent of the 
wheat around Fowler had been harvested, 
with yields averaging between 30 and 50 
bushels per acre.

Monday’s crop weather report from 
NASS chronicled some of the impact 
statewide as crop conditions as ripe wheat 
sat uncut for days in sodden fields. About 
24 percent of the wheat crop was in very 
poor to poor condition.

The rest of it was faring somewhat bet-

ter: 36 percent rated fair, 34 percent rated 
good and 6 percent rated excellent, NASS 
said in its weekly crop update.

About 150,000 bushels of wheat were 
also taken in over the weekend at the Right 
Co-op in Wright with harvest beginning 
in earnest on Saturday. Test weights were 
running 60 pounds per bushel.

Fueling the usual harvest rush this sea-
son are record crop and input prices as 
combines roll across fields.

In Kiowa, the cash wheat price at the 
elevator was $8.35 a bushel on Monday, 
Meyers said, adding that about 60 percent 
of growers in Kiowa are immediately 
selling their wheat crop.

“There are some who still feel it will go 
a little higher,” Meyers said. “So they are 
holding it.”

“ 
There are some who still feel it will go a little higher.”

Alan Meyers,
Kiowa co-op manager on the price of wheat 
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462-2100 • 800-261-2566

Your Complete Harvest Headquarters!

2 SERVICE TRUCKS READY TO SERVE ALL YOUR HARVEST NEEDS!!

~ COMBINE & TRUCK TIRES!! ~
 Also a full line of light truck & passenger tires.

OPEN AFTER HOURS
FOR HARVEST!!

• Combines

•Headers

•Grain Carts

•Disks

• And much
   more

Come see us
for your
harvest
needs.

A Living Tradition of Community For Over 100 Years

Vis i t  us  fo r  a l l 
you r  ha rves t  needs .

Colby Implement

1-800-532-6529  785-462-3391

2106 US 24

Have a great and safe harvest!

CORNERSTONE AG
will be receiving:

Visit our website and check

out our cash grain prices at

www.cornerstone-ag.com

Wishing everyone a safe harvest!

Phone Numbers:
Terminal - 462-3354 • Elevator C - 462-3326

Elevator H - 462-7421

- hard white winter wheat during harvest at west

side of Elevator H (formerly Hi-Plains Elevator)

- hard red winter wheat at the terminal

and also at Elevator C (formerly Cooper)

“The Foundation For Your Farm Marketing”

Increasing harvesting efficiency…worldwide.

     Available up to 32’ in width, the revolutionary Shelbourne Header features
stainless steel stripping fingers for tougher harvesting conditions and a variable speed
belt drive for on-the-go rotor speed adjustments using a cab-mounted switch.
     Shelbourne Headers harvest at up to twice the normal speed, use less fuel
and create less wear on your combine.  For information and customer support
you can count on, call 888-895-0947.

P.O. Box 607 • Colby, KS  67701 USA • Ph. 785-462-6299
www.shelbourne.com • e-mail: shel-rey@st-tel.net

Add Speed and Efficiency
to Your Harvest

Have a safe and profitable harvest!

HARVEST 2008

IS JUST AROUND

THE CORNER!

WELCOME
HARVESTORS!

Located next to Comfort Inn in Colby, KS

2225 S. Range  •  462-6565

Come in and check
out our specials!

GREAT STEAKS!

Bar 5 p.m. - close
Restaurant: 5 pm -10 pm

2005 S. RANGE, COLBY • 462-6460

ARBY’S DAILY SPECIALS
Mon. - Arby’s Melt 99¢

Tue. - Pick 5 for $6.95

Wed. - 2 Chicken Sand./$4.00

Thur. - 2 Bacon Cheddar Melts/$3.00
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