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www.go2friendsu.com
1.800.715.9438

Call today for more information!

At Friends University, we have made a 
commitment to quality programs through 
experienced faculty, cutting-edge learning 
techniques and practical application. 

Further Your

SUCCESS

Applications now being  
accepted for the following:

• Designed for busy adults • Classes one night a week  
• Financial aid available
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Friends University is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission and  
is a member of the North Central Association, telephone: 1-312-263-0456,  

www.ncahigherlearningcommission.org.

2100 W. University Ave. • Wichita, KS 67213
Classes held at Colby Community College

• Master of Business Administration
•  Bachelor of Business Management
•  Bachelor of Organizational 

Management and Leadership

NOW SHOWING
June 20th - June 26th

SEX AND THE CITY
R     2 Hour, 25 Minutes

Friday & Saturday  7:00 & 9:35
Sunday  4:00 & 7:00

Monday - Thursday   7:00

GET SMART
PG-13     1 Hour, 55 Minutes

Friday & Saturday  7:00 & 9:15
Sunday  4:00 & 7:00

Monday - Thursday   7:00

FREE SUMMER MATINEE

SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES
PG     1 Hour, 36 Minutes

Tuesday, June 24th @ 2:00 p.m.

Sponsored by: Rita Roe-Peters Insurance,
Prairie Designs Landscape & Irrigation,

Farm and Ranch Realty

Colby Cinema
1935 S. Range • 785-460-9600

www.colbycinema.comFor Peace of Mind 
During Tornado Season
Consider our 5-Year 

Wind Warranty

8 offices serving Kansas
800-447-7436, ext. 043
mortonbuildings.com

Unequaled written warranty—non-prorated coverage includes materials and labor. See complete 
warranty for coverage details. The statements and opinions expressed here are those of a specific 
customer and should not be construed to represent all buildings or products sold, manufactured, 

distributed, or constructed by Morton Buildings. 

“I’m more convinced of the superior quality of [a] Morton building. My 
Morton buildings have survived three tornadoes with barely a scratch. 
That’s all the evidence I need.” Dave B.— owner of two Morton buildings

•  5-year protection against windload damage to the structure with no 
   wind velocity limit

•  5-year protection against windload damage to our optional AlumaSteel®     
   sliding door with no wind velocity limit

COLORADO.COM   1-800-COLORADO

ENTER TO WIN A FREE COLORADO VACATION.  
Let’s talk amazing adventures. Let’s talk incredible memories.  
Let’s talk Colorado. You’re just a short trip away from the vacation  
of your dreams. And this summer, you’ll find incredible vacation  
values everywhere you look. Start planning your adventure today  
and enter to win a free Colorado vacation at COLORADO.COM.

YOU’RE VERY CLOSE TO
GETTING AWAY FROM IT ALL.
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Monday - Thursday   7:00
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PG-13     1 Hour, 55 Minutes
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Monday - Thursday   7:00
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PG     1 Hour, 36 Minutes
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Colby Cinema
1935 S. Range • 785-460-9600

www.colbycinema.com

Winner of 2 FREE Movie Passes

SHAWN WEIGEL

The Colby Free Press
is looking for Carriers!

For more information call the Colby Free Press office:

785-462-3963 or stop in at 155 W. 5th Street

A great job for students, moms,
or retired people wanting a little

“fresh air.”

• • • CARRIERS WANTED • • •

Offering a
$25 Sign-on Bonus!!

(Bonus will be received after 3 months)

Services

Backhoe Service  Call for any un-
derground leak repairs or replace-
ments. Insured for your protection. 
Agricultural, oil-fi eld, commercial, 
residential. Other light and heavy 
duty equipment available. Call 785-
673-3100.

-----6/20---7/17-----

Daycare  Kountry Kids Daycare has 
openings. Contact Kristina Deges 
for details. 462-7384.

-----5/14---7/19-----

Tired of Leaks  every time it rains? 
Murray Roofi ng and Construction. 
1-800-794-3204 or 443-1339.

-----5/2---TFN-----

Free Estimate  Flat and sloped 
roofs, all kinds. Murray Roofi ng and 
Construction.  1-800-794-3204 or 
443-1339.

-----5/2---TFN-----

Free Estimate  Automatic, com-
puterized, underground sprinkler 
system. 1-800-794-3204 or 443-
1339.

-----5/2---TFN-----

Free Estimate  Lawn power rake, 
aerate and edge program. JM Tree 
and Lawn Service. 1-800-794-3204 
or 443-1339.

-----5/2---TFN-----

Free Estimate  Lawn fertilizer and 
weed control program. JM Tree and 
Lawn Service. 1-800-794-3204 or 
443-1339.

-----5/2---TFN-----

Free Estimate  Tree spraying pro-
motes healthy trees! JM Tree and 
Lawn Service. 1-800-794-3204 or 
443-1339.

-----5/2---TFN-----

Free Estimate  Landscaping, tree 
trimming and removal. JM Tree and 
Lawn Service. 1-800-794-3204 or 
443-1339.

-----5/2---TFN-----

Up to 80% savings possible on 
many medications. Generics now 
available for Celebrex, Lipitor, 
Nexium, Plavix, Singulair, and all 
ED meds. Canada Drug Topeka, 
1-866-804-6100.

-----G 4/26---TFN-----

To Give Away

Wood and screen  rabbit hutch 
on legs. Will house 2 rabbits. Call 
785-460-2410.

-----6/25---6/30-----

Five kittens free to good home. 
Approximately seven weeks old. 
Call 785-386-4437.

-----6/25---6/30-----

Pets/Supplies

AKC Registered Dachshund pup-
pies. 460-6749, or 443-3865.

-----6/20---6/26-----

Garage Sales

Multi-family,  Friday, 5:30 p.m. 
-7:30 p.m. and Saturday, 8:00 
a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 120 S. Franklin 
Avenue, enter by south overhead 
door. Dryer, TV, stereo cabinet, baby 
clothes and toys, Christmas trees 
and decorations, old dishes and lots 
of miscellaneous.

-----6/25---6/27-----

Sacred Heart School Gym   west 
5th & French Avenue. Friday 3-7, 
saturday 8-12. Everything 1/2 price 
after 10.

-----6/25---6/27-----

Colby 4-H building,  kids clothes, 
2T-6X, lots of toys, couch, love seat, 
kitchen table and chairs, tent and 
more. Friday 3-? Saturday 8-?.

-----6/25---6/27-----

Estate Sale  900 E. 9th, Saturday 
8-1. 80 years of treasured accu-
mulation. Furniture, decorating 
items, books, craft supplies, kitchen 
utensils. 

-----6/23---6/27-----

Services

Boat company succeeds without any coast around
By Ron Wilson

director, Huck Boyd National 
Institute for Rural Development at 

Kansas State University

The sun glistens upon Lake Ha-
vasu in Arizona as a boat comes 
fl ashing 
by. The boat is beautiful and fast, 
going a hundred miles an hour. 

Where do you suppose that boat 
was built?  Would you believe, in 
Hill City, Kansas? One can’t get 
much further from a coast than 
Hill City, but this is the true sto-
ry of a boat company that built a 
home there. 

Tony Poore lives in Hill City, 
Kansas. He is co-owner of Cou-
gar Custom Boats with Berney 
Shumate. Tony is also the eco-
nomic development manager for 
Rural Telephone Service Compa-
ny of Lenora. He works in the Hill 
City offi ce. 

Tony explains that two guys in 
Canada started Cougar Custom 
Boats back in 1972. Their specialty 
was high speed, high performance 
- i.e., fun boats. They built one of 
the fi rst modifi ed tunnel boats and 
broke all kinds of speed records. 
By thirty years later, the two men 
were in their mid-60s and the time 
had come to sell their company.

Tony came across this company 
while doing economic develop-
ment research for Rural Tele-
phone. He saw an opportunity for 
northwest Kansas, so he lined up 
two investors, including a former 

boat manufacturing sales repre-
sentative named Berney Shumate. 
They identifi ed a building in Hill 
City that could house the com-
pany and organized a proposal to 
buy Cougar Boats.

 
After months of work, sud-

denly one of the key investors 
backed out to do another project. 
Tony turned to Berney and said, 
“Do you think you and I could do 
this?” So they stepped in together, 
found a commercial bank to help 
them and bought Cougar Boats in 
2004, relocating it to Hill City.

As a lifelong boating enthusi-
ast, Tony had a special interest 
in this type of company. He says 
with a smile, “I thought I knew a 
lot about boats. I learned an aw-
ful lot more after we bought this 
company.”

Cougar Custom Boats contin-
ues to specialize in customized, 
high performance boats.  Tony 
says, “Our customers are the kind 
of people who can get a boat with 
all the bling.” In other words, they 
are built for high performance plus 
are decorated with all the bells and 
whistles one could want. Their 
boats are custom designed and 
built to the customer’s specifi ca-
tions. The customer selects his or 
her own color scheme, trim, and 
graphic design.

For example, a man from Colo-
rado saw one of their boats at the 
Denver Boat Show. The man was 
named Burns, so true to his name, 

he ordered a twenty-two foot boat 
in canary yellow with a bright 
orange and red fl ame design, all 
done in gel-coat. 

Not only do these boats look 
good, they move fast. While a 
typical pleasure boat might go 40 
miles an hour, some of these Cou-
gar Boats can do a hundred miles 
an hour or more.

Hill City might seem to be an 
unlikely place to look for such 
boats, but Tony says their location 
in Kansas is an asset. The central 
location makes it convenient for 
shipping and the work ethic is ex-
cellent. The company’s Web site, 
www.cougarboats.com, has made 
it possible to reach customers all 
over. 

Tony says, “I knew that we 
could build `em here, create jobs 
in Hill City and ship these boats 
as conveniently to the east coast 
as the west coast.” In the last four 
years, the company has sent boats 
from Hill City to some 14 states, 
from Florida to California. Wow.

So Tony is proud of their rural 
location. Hill City is a town of 
1,543 people. But Tony is origi-
nally from a farm near the town of 
Alton, population 114. Now, that´s 
rural. 

How exciting to see a boating 
company fi nd a successful home 
in the heartland.

The sun is setting across Lake 
Havasu in Arizona, and the beau-
tiful Cougar Boat is coming in 
to the dock. We commend Tony 

Poore, Berney Shumate, and all 
the people of Cougar Custom 
Boats for making a difference 
with their entrepreneurship, initia-
tive, and hard work. 

With such guiding principles, 
this company can remain an-
chored in 

Midwestern values while riding 
a wave of success.

----------
The mission of the Huck Boyd 

National Institute for Rural De-
velopment is to enhance rural de-

velopment by helping rural people 
help themselves. The Kansas Pro-
fi le radio series and columns are 
produced with assistance from the 
K-State Research and Extension 
Department of Communications 
News Unit. Audio and text fi les 
of Kansas Profi les are available 
at http://www.kansasprofi le.com. 
For more information about the 
Huck Boyd Institute, interested 
persons can visit http://www.oz-
net.ksu.edu/huckboyd/.

Foreclosure aid clears Senate
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

massive foreclosure rescue bill 
cleared a key Senate test Tuesday 
by an overwhelming margin, with 
Democrats and Republicans both 
eager to claim election-year credit 
for helping hard-pressed hom-
eowners.

The mortgage aid plan would 
let the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration back $300 billion in new, 

cheaper home loans for an esti-
mated 400,000 distressed bor-
rowers who otherwise would be 
considered too fi nancially risky to 
qualify for government-insured, 
fi xed-rate loans.

An 83-9 vote put the plan on 
track for Senate passage as early 
as Wednesday, but President Bush 
is threatening a veto, and Demo-
crats are fi ghting each other over 

key details. Those challenges will 
probably delay any fi nal deal until 
mid-July.

The bill advanced as separate re-
ports underscored rising economic 
anxiety: Consumer confi dence slid 
to its lowest level in more than 16 
years, and closely watched indi-
ces showed a continuing decline 
in home values.
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