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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

(OKAY, MOM. YOU AND DAD CAN HAVE
[ ANOTHER KID, BUT ONLY IF IT'S A BOY...

Z
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AFTER ALL, I DON'T
NEED SOME GIRL
RUNNING AROUND

— HERE TRYING TO TAKE HEALTH CLASS. I'M JUST
/ — MY POSITION AS BEING BRUTALLY
—— QUEEN BEE OF HONEST HERE.
— THIS HOUSE.

UH, YOU DO KNOW WE CAN'T CHOOSE
THE GENDER,
RIGHTZ

I KNOW. I'VE HAD
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Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott "
| = o I E=——3V 1coupnaesnorn
- THE BLINDS WERE OPEN
CLOS ANDTHE LIGHTS WERE
) g ONAMINUTE AGO!
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Br

IM TIREP OF NAGGING
HIM ABOUT TAKING OUT
THE GARBAGE !
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DON'T HOLD |

IM oysT T0 WAIT
UsT GOING TO WA SNTHoLL, |

UNTIL HE POES IT WITHOUT
MY ASKING HIM/!

Blondie ® Chic Young

HIKE

WHAT WOULD EVERYBODY LIKE
TO DO THIS COMING WEEKEND?
€7
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MOUNTAINS
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SHOPPING

IN THE

www.Blondie.com

I JUST WANT
TOCLEAN OFF
MY SHOES

1

1T LILL MAKE UNLOADING
TUE VAN A LoT EASIER (F
N | EVERIEODY HELPS BY

,. \CAW-I\IMQ ONE THING,

ooD  [OHNEAU! TIIS I
VEGESTION\A LOT EASIER!
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Tod the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts

SUSIE, TVE NOTICED
THAT THE “FIVE-SECOND
ROLE™ DOESN'T APPLY To

[ (No, WaTcH...)

BY KNG FEATURE 5

ToDD DROPPED MY DoNuT!
BECAUSE HE p
DOESN'T MIND How [4] o
LONG SOMETHING'S N
BEEN ON THE
FLOOR™ h
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OoPs! T ACCIDENTALLY

\WITH TODD IN THE HOUSE, NOTHING EVER
MAKES 11 TO THE FLOOR _

Col

&
¢
%)
[P

ROBERTS

Mother Goose and Grimm °® 1Mike Peters

[OKAY, LET’S TR ROLE
REVE‘I%AL. GRIMM, 00
A
15073121' INTERACTING-
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NO FAIR,
ITS A%@%/
BIDET!/

Cryptoquip

MQYTN K AQOE DBGOGXNB
SGOPQO, LE GODBGRGTDYFD
KISKEF LKPQF FX0Q DG

LGAQO KJJ DBQ MOKZQF.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF [ POUR SALT ALL

OVER MYSELF AND DO A VARIETY ACT, YOU

COULD SAY I'M A SEASONED PERFORMER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals T

‘ Untitled-1 1

TEAV B SBJIGPAOAS EGT
ZFIE QEHQ JQFVVBVR VAT
THQIE 1GJQ, B THJ GPAOIGZA

TBQE QBIWAO JEGIW.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BEING A VERY
THOROUGH WORKER, MY ORTHODONTIST
ALWAYS MAKES SURE TO COVER ALL THE
BRACES.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals W

Crossword
ACROSS 36 Twine 3 Fender- 21 Carte
1 Pick a fibers bender 22 Scorches
target 37 Pep mender 23 “— See
4 Snare 40 Modern 4 Legbone  Clearly
8 Small money 5 Disturb Now”
plateau 41 Last 6 Pac. 25 Sailor’s
12 Buck’s writes? alterna- slammer
mate 42 Eat tive 26 Obse-
13 Tittle 46 Pinball 7 Crony quious
14 Finished flub 8 Swamp one
15 Platypus 47 Shrek 9 Eternally 27 Between
feature is 10 Member- tasks
17 Stationery ~ one ship 28 Loch —
quantity 48 Prior 11 Host 30 Distant
18 Greet night 16 “Young 33 Difficult
19Bigdo 49 Vortex Franken- to
20 Nebraska 50 Therefore  stein” disentan-
city 51 Uncivi- cast gle
22 Resumes lized member 34 Emana-
24 Teller's 19 Annoy- tion
partner  DOWN ingly 36 Fakes
25 Soft 1 Toss slow out of
leather in 20 Brightly position
29 Singer 2 Chit hued 37 Ballot
DiFranco notation fish 38 Footnote
30 Splendid abbr.
setup Solution time: 25 mins. 39 Decorate
31 Praise D g 2 X |\E/| unneces-
Ivnerse e — 40 SBzrilgl;é
H|O[N
32 Tom I —! 42 Youngster
Sawyer’s [B]L]O RILL 43 “This
LIV 1T
pal ATR(E slo| tastes
34 Punctur-  [H[alr B aviul”
ing = H[S| 44 Actress
tools MIALL UMI" Gardner
U[N|D G|E
35 Run-down e elwl 45 Ever-
horses 66  dreen
EE 9 [10 [n1

ACROSS
1 Har-
vester’s
output
5 Squeal
to
the

cops

9 Billboards

12 Frau’s
mate

13 Mine
entrance

14 Wager

15 Data

16 Office
note

17 Flightless
bird

18 Dandy,
in
Devon-
shire

19 Prohibit

20 Lummox

21 Greek
vowel

23 “Eureka!”

25 Derby
entries

28 Re
choppers

32 Mistreat-
ment

33 Blazing

34 Smallest
amounts

36 Smoothed 55 Prepare a 11 Poker

out hook variety
37 Colum- 56 Forbidden 20 Whodunit
bus act denoue-
sch. ment
38 “Definite- DOWN 22 Abounds
ly” 110U 24 Hurl
39 Gospel 2 Nevada hard
writer city 25 Scenery
42 Reuben 3 German chewer
holder composer 26 Sapporo
44 Befit Carl sash
48 Gorilla 4 Career 27 Diamond
49 “Groovy” 5 Ballroom score
50 Erstwhile dances 29 Stannum
Peruvian 6 Concept 30 Exist
51 Press 7 Hunter 31 Started
for 8 Pontiac 35 “Wayne’s
payment muscle World”
52 Desire car home-
53 Stench 9 First town
54 Curva- victim 36 Grommet
ceous 10 Show- 39 Nephrite
charac- room 40 Piece of
ter? sample work
Solution time: 27 mins, 41 Coop
s[A group
E[r| 43 Boo
AM Boo’s
TlY
mentor
i[Nn| 45 Loosen
[L> g 46 PC pic
£ 47 Poi
B base
AlY| 49 News-
VIE room
AW .
newbie
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Bridge

1. You are declarer with the West
hand at Four Hearts, and North leads
the three of diamonds. South wins
with the ace and returns the deuce of
diamonds to your king. Assuming
that the trumps are divided 2-2, how
would you play the hand?

West East
@®» 954 S K3
YK Q107 YAJOS52
* K Q ® 964
$+bA 653 SPK JTS8

2. You are declarer with the West
hand at Three Notrump. North leads
the six of spades, and you win
South’s jack with the queen. How
would you play the hand?

West East
®aAQI10 @®842
YAI03 YKJI6
®A10S5 QIS8
$2Q982 K J105

EE
Test Your Play

1. To assure 10 tricks, draw two rounds of trump,
ruff dummy’s nine of diamonds and lead a low club.
If North follows low, finesse the eight! Even if South
wins the eight with the nine or ten, he must hand you
the contract, whatever he returns.

Thus, aclubreturnintodummy’s K-J would permit
you to eventually discard a spade from dummy on
your ace of clubs; a spade return would establish
dummy’s king; and a diamond return would allow
you to ruff in your hand and discard a spade from
dummy.

If North happens to produce the nine or ten when
you lead a low club toward the K-J-8, you simply
cover with the jack to create the same impregnable
position.

2. The contract is certain if you play correctly.
All you have to do to ensure a favorable outcome
is to cross to the king of hearts, lead the queen of
diamonds and finesse. If the queen loses to the king,
North cannot return a spade or a heart without hand-
ing you a trick, after which you can guarantee 10
tricks by driving out the ace of clubs. If he returns a
diamond or aclubinstead, you simply establish clubs
to assure nine tricks.

If the diamond finesse wins at trick three, you
abandon the suit and shift your attention to clubs,
forcing out the ace. Again you are sure of at least
nine tricks.

If you were to lead a club at trick two, which is
tempting, you could wind up with yourarminasling.
South might win with the ace and return a spade, and
the contract would then be up for grabs.

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
“» A 53
YAO932
® Q753
a* A J
WEST EAST
®» K2 »J109864
¥10 ¥J o6
® 10842 ®Jo
P*K Q10975 .63
SOUTH
“@®» Q7
YKQ8754
* AKO
4 2
The bidding:
South West North East
1 ¥ 2 & 3 & Pass
4 @ Pass 4 NT Pass
5@ Pass 5 NT Pass
6 v
Opening lead — king of clubs.
Another D he Offi

Some players may believe that most of the “fan-
cier” playsinbridge -- squeezes, coups and endplays
--never happeninreal life, and that they ’re concocted
merely to keep the likes of yours truly in at least a
modest state of employment. But such deals really
do occur, as witness this example from a pair event
at the 1997 North American Championships.

The deal is typical of the type of endplay hand that
is seen in newspaper columns every day. And as if to
prove that the players in the contest had been doing
theirhomework, bidding and making the slam viaan
endplay yielded only aslightly above-average result
in the matchpoint scoring, indicating that nearly all
the declarers found the winning line of play.

The auction shown was a common one. After
West’s overcall, North cuebid clubs to show a good
hand with heart support, and South leapt to four
hearts to indicate better than a minimum opening.
When South, in response to Blackwood, turned up
with one ace but only two kings, North settled for
a small slam.

Declarer won West’s club king with the ace, drew
trumps in two rounds and tested diamonds. Had the
suitdivided 3-3, South would have discarded his club
loser on dummy’s fourth diamond to make the slam.
Indeed, declarer would then have run all his trumps
inan attempt to make seven on asqueeze if West had
the king of spades as well as the club queen.

But when East failed to follow to the third dia-
mond, declarer fell back on the alternate plan of end-
playing West. Dummy’s fourth diamond was ruffed
todeprive West of asafe exitcard, and aclub wasled,
forcing West to win with the queen. West then had
no choice but to lead a spade from the king or yield
aruff-and-discard by returning a club, and the slam
was home -- just like in the newspaper.

Family Circus ¢ Bill Keane

EVEN
WITH TODAY’S
ECONOMY,
SOMVE PEOPLE
ARE SITTING IN
THE LAP OF
LUXURY.

©2008 Bil Kaane, inc.
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“I'd rather be sitting in the lap of
Mommy.”
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