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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

 Test Your Play

  1. To assure 10 tricks, draw two rounds of trump, 
ruff dummy’s nine of diamonds and lead a low club. 
If North follows low, finesse the eight! Even if South 
wins the eight with the nine or ten, he must hand you 
the contract, whatever he returns.

Thus, a club return into dummy’s K-J would permit 
you to eventually discard a spade from dummy on 
your ace of clubs; a spade return would establish 
dummy’s king; and a diamond return would allow 
you to ruff in your hand and discard a spade from 
dummy.

 If North happens to produce the nine or ten when 
you lead a low club toward the K-J-8, you simply 
cover with the jack to create the same impregnable 
position.

  2. The contract is certain if you play correctly. 
All you have to do to ensure a favorable outcome 
is to cross to the king of hearts, lead the queen of 
diamonds and finesse. If the queen loses to the king, 
North cannot return a spade or a heart without hand-
ing you a trick, after which you can guarantee 10 
tricks by driving out the ace of clubs. If he returns a 
diamond or a club instead, you simply establish clubs 
to assure nine tricks. 

If the diamond finesse wins at trick three, you 
abandon the suit and shift your attention to clubs, 
forcing out the ace. Again you are sure of at least 
nine tricks.

 If you were to lead a club at trick two, which is 
tempting, you could wind up with your arm in a sling. 
South might win with the ace and return a spade, and 
the contract would then be up for grabs.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

	
	

Just Another Day at the Office
 Some players may believe that most of the “fan-

cier” plays in bridge -- squeezes, coups and endplays 
-- never happen in real life, and that they’re concocted 
merely to keep the likes of yours truly in at least a 
modest state of employment. But such deals really 
do occur, as witness this example from a pair event 
at the 1997 North American Championships.

The deal is typical of the type of endplay hand that 
is seen in newspaper columns every day. And as if to 
prove that the players in the contest had been doing 
their homework, bidding and making the slam via an 
endplay yielded only a slightly above-average result 
in the matchpoint scoring, indicating that nearly all 
the declarers found the winning line of play.

The auction shown was a common one. After 
West’s overcall, North cuebid clubs to show a good 
hand with heart support, and South leapt to four 
hearts to indicate better than a minimum opening. 
When South, in response to Blackwood, turned up 
with one ace but only two kings, North settled for 
a small slam.

Declarer won West’s club king with the ace, drew 
trumps in two rounds and tested diamonds. Had the 
suit divided 3-3, South would have discarded his club 
loser on dummy’s fourth diamond to make the slam. 
Indeed, declarer would then have run all his trumps 
in an attempt to make seven on a squeeze if West had 
the king of spades as well as the club queen.

But when East failed to follow to the third dia-
mond, declarer fell back on the alternate plan of end-
playing West. Dummy’s fourth diamond was ruffed 
to deprive West of a safe exit card, and a club was led, 
forcing West to win with the queen. West then had 
no choice but to lead a spade from the king or yield 
a ruff-and-discard by returning a club, and the slam 
was home -- just like in the newspaper.
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