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Bridge

Plays That Go Against the Grain
      
Assume you’re East, defending against 

four spades played by South. Declarer 
takes your jack of hearts with the ace, 
continues with the king and ruffs the third 
heart with dummy’s seven. You overruff 
with the jack and exit with a club, taken by 
dummy’s jack.

 South then leads the queen of spades 
from dummy and, when you follow with 
the three, lets the queen ride. Another 
spade lead picks up your king, whereupon 
declarer claims the contract, conceding 
two diamond tricks.

South finishes with exactly 10 tricks, 
and it seems that there’s nothing you could 
have done about it. Yet, when the hand 
was played, South went down one! What’s 
more, it’s likely that anyone else would 
almost certainly have suffered the same 
fate.

There was only one significant differ-
ence between the way the actual East 
defended and the method of defense de-
scribed above. That difference occurred 
at trick three when, instead of overruffing 
dummy’s seven with the jack, East over-
ruffed with the king!

This unusual play had the desired effect 
on declarer, who naturally assumed that 
West had the jack of spades. And so, af-
ter winning East’s club return in dummy 
at trick four, he led the spade nine to the 
ace and returned a spade toward dummy’s 
Q-10. When West followed low, South 
played the ten, losing to East’s jack. The 
A-K of diamonds later set the contract.

    East’s farsighted play was very 
well-reasoned. Since South was almost 
sure to have the ace of spades, overruffing 
with the jack at trick three would leave de-
clarer no choice but to finesse against the 
king later on. Overruffing with the king, 
however, presented declarer with an en-
tirely different way to play the trumps, and 
virtually guaranteed that he would mis-
guess how to play the suit.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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