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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WOULD YOU REFER
TO THE PERSON YOU'RE PLAYING A ROUND OF
GOLF WITH AS A PARRING PARTNER?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals O
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHY IS IT IMPOSSIBLE
[0 KEEP SECRETS IN A BANK? [ RECKON THERE
ARE WAY TOO MANY TELLERS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals I
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suit, which will usually be atleast five cards in length. If
partner nextreturns to three hearts, you plan to bid four
hearts; if he bids three notrump, you will pass; and if he
bids three spades, you will bid three notrump.

4. Two diamonds. Here the suit in which the hand
will play bestis in considerable doubt, as is the level of
the final contract. By bidding two diamonds (forcing)
now, and supporting clubs vigorously next, the excess
over a minimum opening bid will be suitably pictured
to partner. The singleton spade will be implied at the
same time, and may prove to be the key to reaching a
good slam.
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Opening lead

Thinking Things Through

Let’s say you’re declarer in five diamonds and
West cashes two clubs and shifts to the jack of hearts.
You win with the queen and draw two rounds of
trump, but what do you do next?

There are two obvious chances for the contract.
One is that the opposing hearts will divide 3-3, and
the other is that a spade finesse will succeed if the
hearts don’t divide evenly.

Neither prospect is attractive. First, the odds are
clearly against a suit dividing 3-3, even if the oppo-
nents haven’t bid. But after West’s takeout double,
he is more likely to have four hearts.

Second, youshouldn’tinvestevenaplugged nickel
on the chance of winning the spade finesse. West is
virtually certain to have the king, as he could scarcely
double without it.

Since these two probabilities add up to going
down one, you start looking for another way to make
the contract. And if you look hard enough, you find
the Assuming your preliminary diagnosis is cor-
rect, West will have to guard both the hearts and the
spades, and you can put him under extreme pressure
by cashing your remaining trumps.

So you play four more rounds of diamonds, re-
ducing your hand to the A-Q of spades and 7-5 of
hearts while retaining the jack of spades and A-K-4
of hearts in dummy.

On your last trump lead, West must choose a dis-
card from the K-6 of spades and 10-8-6 of hearts.
He cannot spare a heart, so he discards the six of
spades.

You now cash the A-K of hearts, on which East
shows out, and then lead the jack of spades toward
your A-Q. When East follows low, you go up with
the ace, since West’s last two cards are almost surely
the ten of hearts and king of spades.

king of clubs.
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/ LITTLE FINGERS
ARE CALLED PINKIES.

SO0 WHY PON'T OTHER
FINGERS HAVE
COLORS?
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“Thumbs do. Sometimes they’re
green.”
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