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Staying at home
a welcome relief

Doonesbury
• Gary Trudeau

Are prices inflated on text books?

Our nation finds itself at a crossroads follow-
ing the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina.

Thousands of lives have been affected, and
thousands more have sacrificed and opened their
hearts to relieve the suffering of victims.

While Americans have given much, Congress
has been slow to learn that being good stewards
of the taxpayer dollar also requires a little sacri-
fice. Congress has provided a much needed $65
billion in disaster relief — a record level in our
nation’s history — but has yet to tighten its belt
to reduce spending in non-critical areas in order
to pay for this aid.

Instead, Congress appears poised to pass on
the burden of record deficits to future genera-
tions. As more aid is needed in the coming weeks
and months, we must ensure this natural disas-
ter does not become a financial disaster for our
country.

The magnitude of rebuilding the Gulf Coast
region requires Congress to make sacrifices,
even if they fall close to home.

I am calling on my colleagues to adopt a one-
year moratorium on all 2006 legislative ear-
marks. Last year, members secured nearly
14,000 special projects, totaling $27 billion.

Delaying these projects for a year is a reason-
able sacrifice members of Congress can make.
I also have sponsored legislation to postpone for
two years the Medicare prescription drug ben-
efit, except for seniors with the highest finan-
cial need.

This delay of full implementation will save
taxpayers billions of dollars. In this time of over-
stretched budgets, our country cannot afford this
expensive program.

Now more than ever, it is time for Congress
to get serious about exercising fiscal responsi-
bility. As critical resources are provided for re-
covering and rebuilding the Gulf Coast commu-
nities, it is important proper controls are put in
place to ensure taxpayer money is spent wisely

and reaches those who need it.
There is also much room to reform the federal

budget process in ways that eliminate wasteful,
unnecessary and inappropriate spending. I am
pleased to support legislation led by Kansas
delegation members Sen. Sam Brownback and
Rep. Todd Tiahrt that establishes a commission
to independently review federal programs in
order to eliminate those which are outdated, ir-
relevant or inefficient.

I am also supporting a Constitutional amend-
ment to require the federal government to bal-
ance its budget. Almost every state, including
Kansas, is required to balance its books by year’s
end, just as you and I do with our budgets at
home.

The time for fiscal discipline and accountabil-
ity is long overdue in our nation’s capital. As we
reach this crossroads, the decisions of Congress
will affect generations to come. I have no doubt
that Americans will come together and recover
from the devastation left by Hurricane Katrina.

Members of Congress must now step up and
work together to ensure the financial future of
America does not become another victim of this
disaster.

In recent weeks, on campuses all across
America, another wave of bright-eyed and
bushy-tailed students have been enrolling in
university. Ah, what an experience - the camara-
derie of college spirit, the titillating possibilities
of higher learning! Then these eager innocents
go to buy their textbooks, and - wham - the dispir-
iting reality of corporate greed whacks them
upside the head.

Students, already beleaguered by skyrocket-
ing tuition and fees, now face sticker shock when
purchasing required texts. A congressional study
finds that students today are averaging $900 per
semester for books. A watchdog group called
CALPIRG has issued a report called “Ripoff
101,” documenting that the giant publishers are
raising prices of college texts at a rate three times
higher than the prices of general books.

CALPIRG finds three main reasons for the

inflated costs. First, the publishers issue new,
higher-priced editions every three years or so,
even though there’s little substantive change in
the material. Second, at least half of the books
are now sold “bundled” with unnecessary CD-
ROMs and flashy workbooks that drastically
bloat the price - even though two-thirds of col-
lege faculty say they “rarely” or “never” use
these add-ons.

Third, publishers jack up the price simply be-

Nation at crossroads after hurricane

If I stayed at home, I’d want to travel. Since I’m on the road all the
time, I’d like to stay home.

Steve and I figured that we were going to be in five beds in six
days.

Last Wednesday, we headed for Concordia to see my mother and
go to a funeral, then on to Lawrence to see our son.

We spent the night at the Springhill Suites in Lawrence and took
our daily walk along the levy of the Kansas River. The levy in
Lawrence looks good and the river runs placidly until it hits a dam
right above our hotel. The spill over the dam is quite a show.

On Thursday, we headed toward Kansas City to get some barbe-
cue for lunch. Ribs and barbecue beef are some of the things we miss
from our former lives as city dwellers on the Kansas-Missouri line.

From Kansas City, we headed west and south to the Lake of the
Ozarks, our final destination. We were there to represent the National
Newspaper Association at the annual Missouri Press Association
meeting.

We spent the next three days and two nights at the Four Seasons
Resort on the lake. I’m not complaining, mind you, but the Lake of
the Ozarks is a much cooler place for a convention than the Holiday
Inn in Topeka or Manhattan, which is where the Kansas Press holds
its conventions.

On Saturday, we said good-bye to our friends in Missouri and
headed back towards Kansas City for another round of barbecue.

After a late lunch, we made the run across Kansas. We finally got
home about 10:30 Saturday night and it was good to sleep in our own
bed after three days of travel.

Sunday morning after church, we made lunch, but when we started
to clean up, the garbage disposal choked and started spitting stuff
back into the sink. Steve accused me of putting too much vegetable
matter down the drain, and since that was true, I told him it was his
fault.

However, when I went downstairs to run a load of clothes, I found
that the sewer was backing up. We didn’t have a big problem, yet,
just a pool of dirty water around the drain. However, it wasn’t going
down, and any additional water down any pipe in the house would
cause the water around the floor to rise.

We figured we couldn’t do any more dishes or clothes, flush the
toilet or take a shower. Since it was Sunday and we couldn’t find a
plumber who would answer his phone, we decided to spend the night
at the LandMark Inn. We needed showers after working around the
house all Sunday afternoon.

Monday, the plumber came and we were back into our home and
bed, if only for a night.

Tuesday we were slated to leave for Milwaukee for the annual
National Newspaper Association convention.

That’s one night in Lawrence, two at the Lake of the Ozarks, two
non-consecutive nights at home, one at the LandMark and several
in Milwaukee.

I love to travel and I really enjoy going places and meeting people,
but I’m going to be ready to be home for awhile, let me tell you.

With running water, of course.
Cynthia Haynes

Comments to any opinions expressed on this page are encouraged.
Mail them to the Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nwkansas.com.
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cause they can. Students are a captive market.
Professors say, “Buy this book,” and there’s
little choice but to pay the ripoff price. Also, like
drug companies, publishers have been charg-
ing Americans more than they charge consum-
ers overseas. On average, the same books cost
20 percent more here than in England, for ex-
ample. In many cases, the overcharge is much
greater - a calculus textbook, for example, sells
for $132 here, but only $62 in Britain.

 The good news is that students, some faculty,
and a few lawmakers are fighting the gouging.
To learn what steps you can take, go to this web
site: www.maketextbooksaffordable.com.

—
Jim Hightower is the best-selling author of

“Thieves In High Places: They’ve Stolen Our
Country And It’s Time To Take It Back,” on sale
now from Viking Press. Distributed by
MinutemanMedia.org.
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