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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

LISTEN, TED, THIS SELF-PITY ROUTINE ISN'T )
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YOU'RE GOING TO

BELIEVE 'IN YOU!
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SO THIS IS A GUILT WHATEVER GETS

/ oT HAVE TO START TRIP THING, HUH2  YOU TO SHAVE
GOOP FOR Yogo%),:'gs chs ?TA'NLY N BELIEVING IN OR AT LEAST
% jr Y YOURSELF AGAIN, CHANGE CLOTHES.
7l ’ LIKE HIL AND I
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Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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WHENYOU FINISHTHE
BACKARD? THE FRONT
NEEDS IT AGAIN.
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

IHATE THESE LARGE PARTIES]  BY THE WAY,
YOLU DON'T HAVE A CHANCi TO My NAgMé 15
REA/L‘I/:’Y éﬁT TO KNoW HAéAﬁiéquT.’é :

IT'S 4 AM. AND [ CAN'T SLEEP! I'M
GONNA BE A MESS TOMORROW!! |,
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SPEAKING OF TOMORROW, DEAR, !
NEED FOR YOU TO GO CLOTHES
SHOPPING WITH ME TO
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www.Blondie.com

I DON'T SEE MAYBE, BUT
ANYTHING WRONG WE'D LIKE TO
WITH HIM [ KEEP HIM FOR

OBSERVATION
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WHO'S DOING THE
OBSERVING2

Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Tod the Dinosaur ® Patrick Ro
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EELATNE Y T DUNNO...SAY,
To WHAT? /AN ARTILLERY
~— BoNGE

HI, TRENT. CouLD ToDD
PoSSIBLY COME OVER
AND SHOO AN ALLIGATOR
OUT OF OUR PooL?
WE'VE TRIED LORING IT
OUT AND MAKING LouD
NOISES BUT NOTHING
WORKS J'GURE, HE'LL
BE RIGHT OVER
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AND STAY ouT!
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Two DAYS LATER ...| HEY, BE A DOLL AND BRING

ROBERTS

ME ANOTHER GLASS OF ROOT BEER. \~ouLD IT
KILL YA To LET THE FOAM GO DOWN THIS TIME?
AND I THINK I'LL HAVE BARBECUE POTATO CHIPS

WELL, CMON! CHOP! CHOP! <

WHEN YA THINK
ABouT M, THAT
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Mother Goose

LOOK RALPH, IT:
AN iSHELL
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Cryptoquip

ML TCALYV HMIJH VTFZ

[CZALQF ZCYSV EJAL UCCV
ZIEWJTUX EIXJULNF. HMLQ'NL

UNLJH JH FWTX ZCXHNCS.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A SHOREBIRD
SHOWS SHAMELESS BOLDNESS, I GUESS YOU
MIGHT SAY THAT'S SEA-GALL.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals H
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and Grimm ® 1Mike Peters

4 CANHOLD Up
1 T01000
SOUN%CE\N

PTHEY SARIT

QY EYB FBGGYFD RMUR

FYCD PYOAF CTSMR

IYIFTQDX U XDSBOUX KUX

YP FYUG U KURMQUE JUAD?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: HE JOKED THAT DISC

JOCKEYS COULD MAKE GOOD CAMPAIGN

MANAGERS. THEY'RE GREAT AT SPIN CONTROL.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals D

Crossword
ACROSS  34Hearty 51 Tumnred? 19 Towel
1 “The drink designa-
View” 35 Paul DOWN tion
network of “The 1 Skill 20 Tranquil
4 Elite 40 Year 2 Prohibit 21 Vicinity
alternative  Old 3 Chinese 22 Liquid
8 Float Virgin® dish 23 Deserve
on air 36 Nursery 4 Heroof 25 Freezing
12 Cheer- types New 26 Revitaliz-
leader’s 37 Ordeal Orleans? ing
cry 40 Knitting 5 “American  members
13 Blood- maneuver  — 27 Huron
hound’s 41 Pugilism 6 Anti neighbor
clue venue 7 Beati- 28 “Price Is
14 Re planes 42 Keyboard  tudes Right”
15 Brass instru- verb props
instrument  ment 8 Elk 30 Out of
17 Indigent 46 Choir 9 Lo-o-ng bounds
18 Sweater member time 33 St.
stuff 47 Advertise (Var.) George’s
19 Pivot 48 Squirrel's 10 Kermit, for  victim
20 Overly hangout one 34 Ganges
theatrical 49 Menial 11 Rent wrap
22 Poetic laborer 16 Broom 36 Swell
measures 50 Basilica closet 37 Snare
24 Belliger- area items 38 Incense
ent Solution time: 25 mins. 39 Busy
deity AENE ATATN with
25 Wind H[A[U Alsla| 40 Asset
instrument |E|C|R u|s|T| 42 Book-
29 Main- SLTA VI keeper
lander's  fTETw T i (Abbr.)
memento [o[m[e a|n|a[T| 43 Jungfrau,
30 IV quanti- [F[!|N AlGILIE eg.
ties? TARIA I 44 Salary
31 Geologi- E% “EA f i E 45 Supple-
caltime [p[E[N NlolGlo ment,
32 String RIA|GIE TIE[S|T with
instrument Yesterday’s answer 7-6 “‘out”
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ACROSS 39 Foam DOWN 20 TV

1 Phobia 42 Praisein 1 Cellulite, cook/talk-

5 Insane verse eg. show host

9 Where 44 Co-starof 2 James — 22 Arts sup-
“Lost” is Jennifer Carter porter?
found and 3 Shot 24 Olympics

12 Tibetan Court- 4 Jamie symbol
monk eney Foxx 25 Trinity

13 Capri, for 48 Black Oscar member
one bird role 26 Commo-

14 Camnival 49 Gumbo 5 Render tion
setting ingredient  harmless 27 High-arc

15 Host 50 St. Louis 6 Spot of shot

16 Ollie’s team wine? 29 Upto
pal 51 Egos’ 7 Like 30 Insepa-

17 Condi- counter- bell- rable
tions parts bottoms 31 Scepter

18 United 52 Peruse 8 Xrating? 35 Defeated
natons 53 Malaria 9 “Tosca” decisively

19 Melody indication  tune (SI)

20 White- 54 Homer's 10 “Death 36 Unwaver-
water inter- ofa ing
carrier jection Sales- 39 Afore-

21 That 55 Nervous man” men-
girl 56 Relaxa- son tioned

23 H tion 11 Expendi- 40 Loosen
look-alike discipline ture 41 Platter

25 Obeisant 43 “La Cage
bow Solution time: 27 mins. aux

28 Medic T Folles”

32 Smells 0 costuming

33 Jungle Rl 45 Othello
critter E foe

34 Peers 46 Too

36 Climbed confident

37 Freddy’s 47 On the
street briny

38 Common- 49 Ground-
est breaking
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Bridge
1. You are declarer with the West
hand at Six Diamonds. North leads

the ace and another spade. How
would you play the hand?

West East
»Q dK 54
¥s2 YAQI®O6
®AKIJ105 *Q92
dPAK Q64 653

2. You are declarer with the West
hand at Three Notrump. North leads
the jack of hearts. How would you
play the hand?

West East
SdAK 7 »J
YAK YQS5
®AJO53 107642
SdK 72 $#Q8643

Test Your Play

1. The danger is that the opposing clubs might
be divided 4-1, in which case if you were to dis-
card a heart on the king of spades at trick two, you
would very likely finish down one.

The best method of play is to ruff the second
spade lead, draw trumps and then play the A-K of
clubs. If both opponents follow suit, you have the
rest of the tricks, but if either opponent shows out
onthe second club, youstill have two heart finesses
to fall back on to save the day. Thus, you would
make the slam on the suggested line of play if North
held something like S A1098 HK1097 D 7643 C
9, but you would almost surely go down if you
made the mistake of prematurely discarding aheart
on the king of spades at trick two.

2. After winning the heart, you must resist the
temptation to immediately develop the diamond
suit. Four diamond tricks and four tricks in the ma-
jors would notbe enough, and when you attempted
to score the ninth trick by leading a club, the en-
emy would grab the ace and cash at least three
hearts to put you out of business.

Instead of pursuing such ahopeless course, you
should win the heart and lead a low club at trick
two. This play offers a legitimate chance for the
contract. If North has the A-x or A-x-x of clubs,
he must play low; otherwise, you’ll breeze home
with nine tricks — two spades, two hearts, a dia-
mond and four clubs.

Onceyousucceedin “stealing” aclub trick, you
can then attack diamonds, intending to finesse if
South follows low. Unless North turns up with all
three missing diamonds, you make the contract.

North dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
» G653
¥YAKS8
® A4
K 10872
WEST EAST
S AQJ 107 “®» 42
¥10752 Yo 63
®J63 ® Q972
* 5 *+Q 643
SOUTH
K 98
YQJ4
¢ K 1085
@ A JO
The bidding:
North East South West
1 o Pass 2 NT Pass
3 NT
Opening lead — queen of spades.
A 100 Percent Solution

The mostinteresting hands to play are those where
there is a substantial danger of defeat and declarer,
despite the threat, finds a way to protect himself
against every possible lie of the adverse cards.

Consider this simple example where Westleads the
spade queen against three notrump. Declarer’s only
real problem is the location of the queen of clubs. If
he knew where the missing lady was located, nine
tricks would become a certainty, since a finesse in the
right direction would easily do the job.

But, lacking this information, South nevertheless
found a line of play that ensured the contract. He
started by ducking the queen of spades. This kept
West on lead and free to attack wherever he wished,
but powerless to inflict mortal damage whatever he
did next.

If West continued with the ace and another spade,
South would counter by leading the A-J of clubs,
willing to lose a finesse to East, who could do him
no harm.

If West elected instead to lead the jack of spades
at trick two, South would win and follow the same
plan. If the club finesse lost to East’s queen, East ei-
ther wouldn’thave a spade to return because the suit
was originally divided 5-2, or he would return a
spade, in which case the spades were divided 4-3.
Either way, South would be sure to score atleast nine
tricks.

Also, and with equal effectiveness, if West chose
to shift to a heart or a diamond at trick two, declarer
would win in dummy, lead the ten of clubs and let it
ride. He wouldn’t care whether the finesse won or
lost, because if West had the queen, he couldn’tharm
South, while if East had the queen, the finesse could
be repeated to assure the contract.
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“I'm exercising. I’'m doing one long
sit-up.”



