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Bridge

   A Case of Eavesdropping

Generally speaking, when a player makes
a bid, or a series of bids, his primary pur-
pose is to portray to his partner as nearly as
possible the type of hand he has.

In doing so, however, he cannot avoid
revealing the very same information to the
opposition. After all, the opponents also
have ears, and have every right to listen in
on what is basically intended as a private
conversation.As a result, both sides are fre-
quently able to take advantage of the
knowledge they pick up from the adverse
bidding. In the present case, for example,
South knows a great deal about West’s hand
from his four-spade bid, and he can put this
knowledge to good use to help him make
the contract. Let’s say West leads the king
of spades and shifts to a club. Since South
must lose a heart in any case, his sole con-
cern at this point is to avoid losing a trump
trick. If he plays normally, that is, if he
cashes the A-K of diamonds, he makes the
contract if the diamonds are divided 2-2 or
either player has the singleton queen.

However, with West known to have seven
or eight spades, the odds are greatly against
his having two diamonds. Indeed, West is
far more likely to have one diamond than
two. South should therefore base his play
in the trump suit on this assumption and
should reason that, if West has a singleton,
there is twice as good a chance it is the ten
or nine rather than the queen. Accordingly,
he should win West’s club return at trick
two with dummy’s queen and lead the jack
of diamonds, planning to finesse if East fol-
lows low.

If East covers the jack with the queen and
West produces the ten or nine, South should
cross to the ace of clubs and finesse against
East for the missing key card.

In the actual deal, this method of play
succeeds, and South loses only a spade and
a heart.
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.
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