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I CAN'T BELIEVE TED GOT LAID OFF...

I MEAN, I KNOW HE
NEVER LIKED HIS JOB, g
BUT THIS STILL MUST £
COME AS A HORRIBLE &
BLOW TO HIM.
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Blondle ® Chic Young

HERE'S A
LETTER FROM
YOUR AUNT‘
MATILDA

DON'T HAVE AN
UNT MATILDA

YOU'RE RIGHT, IT'S FOR HARRY <
BUFFLE DOWN THE STREET WHO
HAS AN AUNT
MATILDA
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WOW, THE FIRST PERSONAL
MAIL YOU'VE GOTTEN IN
. MONTHS, AND IT ISN'T

EVEN FOR YOU
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THE GREASY FooD, THE
INCREDIBLE NOISE, THE TRUCK|
EXHAUST IN AN ENCLOSED
BUILDING...I CAN'T BELIEVE
I1cCcAME To A MoNSTER
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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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THE GREASY FooD, THE
INCREDIBLE NoISE, THE TRucK
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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: HAVING RECENTLY

STARTED ON HER WICKER BASKET PROJECT,

SHE REPORTED “WEAVE ONLY JUST BEGUN.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clug: R equals S
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-

zle. The goal is to enter

a number, 1-9, in each
cell inwhich each row,

column and 3x3 region

must contain only one
instance of each nu-

meral. The solution to

today’s Sudoku puzzle
isright.
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Bridge

East dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
MJ]652
YK
K853
Q743
EAST
MK 94
v42
L Y
dAK 109862
SOUTH
®» g7
YAQ98763
®A)T74
»
The bidding:
East South West North
1 & I 4 1o Pass
2 29 Pass Pass
3 & 3¢ 4 o

Opening lead — eight of spades.

As Ye Sow, So Shall Ye Reap

Adifference in bidding styles resulted in
abig swing on this deal from a team match
between Eng When a British pair held the
East-West cards, the bidding went as
shown. Against four clubs, the Dutch
South, faced with an unpleasant choice of
opening leads, chose the eight of spades.

Declarer won with the nine and played
the ace of clubs, on which South showed
out. Three rounds of spades then enabled
Easttodiscard adiamond loser, and he sub-
sequently lost two hearts and a trump to
make four clubs for a score of 130 points.

At the second table, with a British pair
now holding the North-South cards, the
bidding went very differently. Eastbid one
club, and South, in typical dashing English
style, leapt to four hearts, which West
doubled.

Declarer ruffed the club lead, played a
heart to the king and ruffed another club.
Tworounds of hearts drew the outstanding
trumps. South’s sole problem now was to
hold himself to one diamond loser, since
two spades had to be lost in any case.

If declarer had led a low diamond to the
king, intending to finesse the jack on the
way back, he would have gone down. But
the situation clearly called for a safety play.

South therefore played the ace of dia-
monds first. When East produced the nine,
the contractbecame assured. Declarer next
led a low diamond. West did as well as he
could when he followed with the six, but
dummy’s eight was played to guarantee the
loss of only one diamond trick.

So the British South made four hearts
doubled for 790 points to give his team a
net gain of 920 points on the deal. His safety
play guarded against West holding four
diamonds and East the singleton nine or ten,
and also assured the contract whenever East
had the queen of diamonds or the diamonds
broke 3-2.

Family Circus « Bil Keane
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“Daddy, PJ is trying to grow into
one of your T-shirts.”

Crossword
ACROSS 39 Front DOWN 16 Abner’s

1 Suitable of the 1 Pom- adjective

4 Antitoxins ship pous 20 Main-

8 Gouvt. 41 George’s fool landers’
employ- brother 2 “Great memento
ees 42 Privy Expecta- 21 Klinger

12 Private 44 The tions” portrayer
address? Pequod, lad 22 Sheltered

13 Mideast e.g. 3 Literary 23 Teeny
airline 46 Star critic 27 Bill

14 Detail status Lionel 29 Like

15 Over- 50 Under the 4 Hardly horror
flowing weather ever movies

17 Waikiki 51 Jai — 5 Inventor 30 Swiss
wing- 52 Old Whitney river
ding British 6 Standing 31 Constel-

18 Cover coin 7 Cold lation

19 Sudden 56 Pelt 8 Cavity compo-
big 57 Architect remedy nent
profit Saarinen 9 Needle 33 Farm

21 Dormant 58 Ultra- case chore

24 “Opus —” modernist 10 Jerry’s 35 Tier

25 “The 59 Suspend longtime 38 — -disant
Greatest” 60 Abound partner 40 Erstwhile

26 Encoun- 61 Chatter 11 Compla- 43 Beginning
tered away cent 45 Every last

28 Erstwhile crumb
Peruvians Solution time: 25 mins. 46 Wwild party

32 “Monop- MIEISIAl 47 Chase of
oly” S Holly-
payment E wood

34 Corn olo[s|[T lore
spike E') "é‘ g al : i : 48 Reclined

36 Steps ElolN OTale| 49 Clarified
leading to [alw[a butter
the i: ! 53 Rage
Ganges (L5 = 54 Teachers’

37 Kelly’s ZTE(A n org.
co-host Yesterday’s answer 517 99 Sailor
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