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Bridge

    Opening lead — two of diamonds.

   Sam Fry Jr. was South in this deal
from the 1954 Summer Nationals and got
to six clubs on the bidding shown. The slam
would ordinarily have gone down one as
the cards lie, with declarer losing a heart
and a spade, but Fry made it by executing
one of the neatest swindles ever seen.

   West had a tough choice of open-
ing leads and, after much soul-searching,
chose a diamond. It was immediately ap-
parent to Fry that the slam depended on a
heart finesse. The problem was to make the
slam even if the heart finesse failed. And
so, with precisely that goal in mind, he
played the queen of diamonds from dummy
faster than you can say Sam Fry!

   East played the king, and South
the ace. Fry then led a club to the jack and
took a losing heart finesse. West, after con-
gratulating himself on his sagacity in hav-
ing chosen a diamond lead, triumphantly
played the jack of diamonds, which Fry
ruffed.

   South now drew two more rounds
of trumps and ran his hearts, discarding all
three of dummy’s spades. He then ruffed
the queen of spades with dummy’s last
trump to produce his 12th trick.

   One must sympathize with West,
who could not imagine Fry’s playing
dummy’s queen of diamonds at trick one,
holding the singleton ace. He naturally
thought Fry had the A-x of diamonds. Fur-
thermore, West had no way of knowing that
East, rather than South, had the ace of
spades.

   Note that as the final touch in his
deception, Fry had carefully taken the pre-
caution of playing only one trump before
attempting the heart finesse, denying East
the opportunity to give an illuminating sig-
nal in spades.
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.
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