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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

   Test Your Play
It might appear that you must lose a diamond come

what may, but obviously the diamond loser can be
avoided; if it couldn’t, this hand would not be presented
here as a problem.As usual, when you have all the re-
maining tricks but one, the first thought to pop into your
head should be the possibility of a squeeze. For a
squeeze to be effective, one opponent or the other must
have two suits to guard; otherwise, the squeeze cannot
succeed.Since you must assume the clubs will break
favorably, the two suits one of the defenders will have
to guard are hearts and diamonds.This presupposes that
the hearts are divided 5-3 or 6-2, so that only one of the
defenders can guard hearts. You therefore win the heart
lead with the ace, ruff a heart and draw four rounds of
trumps to produce this position:

North
[H] 4 3
[D] A
[C] A K Q 3
West
[H] 9
[D] 8 7 5
[C] J 8 6
East
[H] K Q
[D] K Q 10
[C] 7 4
South
[S] 7
[D] J 2
[C] 10 9 5 2
You must now cash the A-K-Q of clubs, being care-

ful to drop your 10-9-5, and then lead the three of clubs.
East, who is down to a pair of K-Q’s, cannot withstand
the pressure of the fourth club lead.If he discards a heart,
you next ruff the three of hearts, establishing dummy’s
four; if he discards a diamond instead, you cash the ace
of diamonds before ruffing a heart and score the last
trick with the diamond jack. Either way, East is a de-
ceased pigeon.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

   A Dazzling Accomplishment

  Of all the plays that confront the experienced
declarer, one of the most difficult is the dummy re-
versal. This is not because the execution of a dummy
reversal is difficult — it is rather that declarer sim-
ply does not recognize the opportunity to employ it
when the occasion arises.

For example, take this deal where North-South
reached a contract of seven hearts. This appeared to
be a highly ambitious undertaking, since South had
only 12 tricks in sight.

One way to proceed is to ruff the club lead and draw
two rounds of trumps, hoping the adverse hearts are
divided 2-2. If this turns out to be the case, the con-
tract is made because a spade can later be discarded
from dummy on South’s fourth diamond, after which
declarer’s third spade can be ruffed in dummy.

The trouble with this method of play is that it de-
pends on a 2-2 trump break, which occurs in only two
deals out of five. But a dummy reversal will succeed
about 90 percent of the time, and therefore offers a
much better chance of success. It works like this:

 Declarer ruffs the club high and leads a low heart
to the eight. He trumps another club high and leads a
heart to the ten. He ruffs a third club and leads a spade
to the king. Declarer then ruffs dummy’s last club and
leads a spade to the ace.

   South is now out of trumps, having ruffed four
clubs and led trumps twice. When dummy’s king of
hearts is next cashed, drawing West’s last trump,
South gets rid of his remaining spade. He then takes
the rest of the tricks with the A-K-Q-J of diamonds.
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