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Bridge

   The Handwriting on the Wall

There are times when declarer arrives at
a critical point in the play and fails to rec-
ognize a danger that poses a threat to his
contract. For example, consider the present
case where South is in three notrump and
West leads the club jack.

Declarer’s best course of action at the
start is fairly clear. He wins the club with
dummy’s queen, leads the ten of hearts and
follows low. If East has the king, the finesse
succeeds and the contract is assured.

But West wins the heart with the king and
shifts to the nine of spades, presenting de-
clarer with the option of playing the king,
the ten or the three from   Whether he knows
it or not, South is now at the crossroads of
the hand. If he plays the ten, East covers
with the jack, and if he plays the three, East
signals with the seven. Either way, as soon
as West gains the lead with the ace of dia-
monds, he returns the eight of spades, and
the contract goes down the drain, declarer
losing three spades, a heart and a diamond.

 But if South plays the spade king
from dummy at trick three, he makes
the contract. East wins with the ace
but  cannot  afford  a  spade re turn ,
which would establish dummy’s ten
as a trick. If East returns any other
suit, South wins and forces out the ace
of diamonds to assure scoring at least
nine tricks.

When West leads the spade nine at
trick three, declarer is in good posi-
tion to judge that the nine is a top-of-
nothing lead and that East holds the
A-J of spades. South should therefore
play the king from dummy to short-
circuit the danger that might develop
later on if West has the ace of dia-
monds. If South takes this precaution,
the defense disintegrates and the con-
tract is made.
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.
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