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This is a logic-based

number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
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a number, 1-9, in each
cell inwhich each row,

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne column and 3x3 region
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Bridge

I KNEW HE WOULDN'T East dealer.
APPROVE/ Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
®#K 103
Y1092
¢Kg874
*K Q6

LOUISE WANTS TO
GET MARRIED,
OTTO.WHAT PO

YOU THINK?2

The bidding:

East South  West North
Pass 1 NT Pass 3NT
Opening lead — jack of clubs.

The Handwriting on the Wall

. There are times when declarer arrives at
in ° i " e .
Tod the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts a critical point in the play and fails to rec-
I'M THINKING OF I'M THINKING OF A NUMBER /| |LIKE ToDD SAID, HE'S THINKING| ognize a danger that poses a threat to his
A NUMBER! IM THINKING OF A NUMBER | |OF A NUMBER. HE'LL THINK | conract. Forexample, considerthe present
AM T SUPPOSED OF IT IN ABOUT AN HOUR ’

case where South is in three notrump and
West leads the club jack.

Declarer’s best course of action at the
start is fairly clear. He wins the club with
dummy’s queen, leads the ten of hearts and
follows low. If Easthas the king, the finesse
succeeds and the contract is assured.

But West wins the heart with the king and
shifts to the nine of spades, presenting de-
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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott clarer with the option of playing the king,
Now ¥eep , - [CopSTAGANG | | DONT You wanT WHAT ki of Atruoe (s Tuar?  the tenor the three from Whether he knows
\ 7 7T YouRENEES | (77— IS JUSTAGAME | | TO BETHE BEST (/— / it or not, South is now at the crossroads of
~ BENT..RELAX TO ME! AT THIS? N
Youe T DON'T NEED \\77 “ the hand. If he plays the ten, East covers
SHOULDERS.. s 1 RO with the jack, and if he plays the three, East

signals with the seven. Either way, as soon
as West gains the lead with the ace of dia-
monds, he returns the eight of spades, and
the contract goes down the drain, declarer
losing three spades, aheart and adiamond.

But if South plays the spade king
from dummy at trick three, he makes

(o] toqui the contract. East wins with the ace
THANK YOU FOR ryptoquip but cannot afford a spade return,

which would establish dummy’s ten

READING THE SB NPVXPIX KXCDUJXY VK. as a trick. If East returns angother

/ suit, South wins and forces out the ace

of diamonds to assure scoring at least
nine tricks.

When West leads the spade nine at
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S trick three, declarer is in good posi-

CoLsY FPW JPWDY NUF RGUR GX tion to judge that the nine is a top-of-
MEE PRE% nothing lead and that East holds the
CDUEXY SI DSXW PB DPW A-J of spades. South should therefore

play the king from dummy to short-

YeSterday’s Cl‘yptO(]llipt WHAT SONG MIGHT  ¢ircuit the danger that might develop

Yoﬁgv\l;gCA.L SSVLéi-?EEFF?R: SOMEBODY SING WHILE REMODELING 1later on if West has the ace of dia-

SPORTS APARTMENT WALLS? “GOODBYE, OLD PAINT” monds. If South takes this precaution,

. the defense disintegrates and the con-
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Family Circus « Bil Keane
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“I’'m coloring this sheep pink cause
it’s a girl sheep.”

Crossword
ACROSS 38 Stick in 2 Nashville 22 Dull
1 Old man the mud entertain- 23 Initial
5 On 40 Little — ment stake
9 Omega -Peep 3 Multi- 24 U K.
preceder 41 Huge colored fliers
12 Grand- home 4 Perfum- 25 Be unwell
scale 43 Body of ery 26 Wiscon-
tale work output sin
13 Aching 47 Sphere 5 Wan city
14 Along 48 Cash 6 As well 27 Presage
time 51 Meadow 7 Bobby of 29 Paid
15 Tyro 52 Stench hockey player
17 Arctic 53 Peer 8 Punish- 30 Observed,
bird accept- ment- to Tweety
18 Australian ability, related 35 Type
city for short 9 The Owl squares
19 Mad 54 Hudson and the 37 Root
21 Gridiron co-star Pussy- 39 Down-
score 55 Existed cat’s stairs
(Abbr.) 56 “CSI” boat color 40 Plead
22 |t's actor 10 Acerbic 41 Shape
mostly George 11 Black 42 Vicinity
discretion 16 Simpsons’ 43 Fairy-
24 Alger’s DOWN neighbor tale
“before” 1 Cribbage Flanders baddie
27 Proscrip- props 20 Promptly 44 Miles of
tion Solution time: 25 mins. movies
28 Cried NG eTaTT] 45 Sax
31 Melody G|o ulclH player’s
32 Choose ulp RIIIE need
33 Geologic L= SH 46 Tackles’
time AlBIE EIG|E team-
34 Escape L{AfU A[N[A mates
36 Conk HCL) NIULT] 49 Keatsian
out BIE|G L opus
37 Yuletide 1 [s]1 E| 50 Postal
mood NIAlZ S creed
enhancer 2LYIE S word
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