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Bridge

   The So-Called Educated Guess

Declarer is often faced with the problem
of resolving which way to finesse against
a missing queen. From a mathematical
standpoint, this appears to be a straightfor-
ward 50-50 proposition, but in fact a skill-
ful declarer will “guess” correctly far more
than  One way of improving the success
ratio is for declarer to try to learn as much
as possible about the opponents’ distribu-
tion before committing himself one way or
the other. How he goes about doing this is
shown in today’s hand.

West led the king of clubs and continued
with the ace. Declarer ruffed, drew three
rounds of trumps, West following suit to all
three, and then ruffed dummy’s last club.
East’s diamond discard confirmed that
West, as expected, had started with seven
clubs.

One more piece of information regarding
West’s distribution remained to be uncov-
ered, and South quickly resolved it by cash-
ing the A-K-Q of diamonds, West showing
out on the third round. The picture of the
hand West held originally was now com-
plete. He had started with seven clubs, three
spades, two diamonds and therefore only
one heart.

 Declarer was now ready to tackle the
heart suit, but, thanks to his careful prepa-
ratory steps, the location of the queen was
no longer a guess. Either East had the miss-
ing damsel or West had it singleton. So, at
trick ten declarer led a heart to dummy’s
king. When the queen did not appear, South
next led a heart to his ten to bring home the
slam.

Admittedly, there are deals where de-
clarer, despite diligent efforts, will be un-
able to significantly increase his chances of
locating a missing queen. But in the present
case, by simply adding up to 13, South was
able to raise his chances from 50 percent to
100 percent.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts


