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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Opening lead — three of clubs.
 One principle that just about every player becomes

aware of sooner or later is that, while it is all right for
a defender to lead away from an ace on opening lead
against a notrump contract, it is bad policy to do so
against a suit contract.

 This knowledge can be just as useful to a declarer
as it is to the defenders. Consider this case where West
led a club and declarer, thinking that West might have
the ace, played the king. East took the ace and re-
turned a club to West’s ten. South later lost a spade
and a diamond and so went down one.

Declarer lost the contract on the very first play
when he should have played a low club from dummy
rather than the king. It is true that West might have
had the ace, since there is no law to prevent a player
from underleading an ace when the mood so moves
him, but the club should have been ducked for an By
playing low from dummy South virtually assures the
contract. After East wins the trick with the jack, what
can he do next?

 If he cashes the ace of clubs at trick two, he estab-
lishes dummy’s king. Declarer’s diamond loser can
later be discarded on the king, and South loses only
two clubs and a spade.

 And if East instead shifts to a heart at trick two,
South takes the ace, draws two rounds of trumps and
cashes the K-Q of hearts, discarding dummy’s two
remaining clubs.

 He then loses a diamond finesse to East’s king, but
it is only the second trick for the defense. West even-
tually scores a trump trick, and again the contract is
made.

The important point of the deal is that South should
plan the play of the hand as a whole from the very
outset. He should not allow himself to be sidetracked
at trick one by the question of who has the ace of
clubs. Which opponent has the ace is a secondary
consideration. Making the contract is the first con-
sideration.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

   What Must Be Must Be

  One of the greatest thrills you can experience at
the bridge table is to bring home a seemingly
unmakable contract through your own ingenuity. And
if the contract also happens to be a slam — well, that’s
just the icing on the cake.

 Consider this deal where South leaped directly to
six diamonds after East opened with a pre-emptive
two-spade bid. The jump to six was certainly a rea-
sonable choice for South, who had no way to find out
what his partner’s hand looked like. Depending on
what North held, the combined hands could have
been laydown for a grand slam or, on a really bad day,
might not even have produced 11 tricks. South there-
fore chose the middle road.

West led what was obviously a singleton spade,
and, after taking the ace, declarer was left to ponder
how he could possibly take care of his two spade los-
ers. Ordinarily, he would next have played the king
of spades and then tried to ruff one or both low spades
in dummy. But in the actual case, West was virtually
sure to trump the king of spades and return a trump,
leaving South with only one trump in dummy to ruff
his two spade losers.

 After giving the matter due thought, the solution
— a rather unusual one — came to him. At trick two,
instead of playing the king of spades, he led a low
spade!

 East won with the nine and re turned a trump, but
he was fighting a losing battle. South went up with
the ace and trumped his seven of spades with
dummy’s jack of diamonds. He then ruffed a club,
drew trumps and claimed the rest of the tricks to make
the slam.

 The solution was easy enough to find once South
made the effort to look for it. Necessity, it would
seem, is still the mother of invention.


