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BLADES OF GLORY
PG-13       1 hour, 35 min.

Friday - Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00

Monday - Thursday 7:00

MEET THE ROBINSON’S
G        1 hour, 45 min.

Friday - Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00

Monday - Thursday 7:00

Voice of Angela Bassett

Starring Will Ferrell

NOW SHOWING
Apr. 6th - Apr. 12th
THIS WEEK ONLY

Kansas’ hygienist on a lengthy clean streak
HERINGTON  (AP) — An added

perk to Salinan John Rose’s peri-
odic teeth-cleaning from hygienist
Geneva Will is catching up on
Herington happenings while he’s in
the dentist chair.

“I can’t talk much. She’s got my
mouth full of stuff,” Rose said.

But he has plenty to absorb while
Will is cleaning and polishing his
teeth.

“She’s good. I’ve known her 40-
some years,” said Rose, a former
Herington resident.

Will is used to one-sided conver-
sations. For some, she fills the time
with news. Others, especially
younger patients, get her “full hy-
giene sermon” that’s been polished
to perfection at Dentist Richard
Mosier’s office.

“When you’ve got a mirror in
their mouth, and a scaler, they pay
attention,” Will said.

After more than 55 years in the
field, she knows hygiene and is
lauded in Mosier’s office for her
attention to detail.

“What I’m really impressed with
is she is very thorough. Some pa-
tients’ mouths are very different,
but when she’s finished, the teeth
are clean,” Mosier said.

From 1951 to 1967, she worked
for dentist Harry Mosier (Richard’s
father) in Herington. Will spent the
next 23 years as a civilian hygien-
ist at Fort Riley. She returned to
Richard Mosier’s practice in 1990.

Last fall, she was recognized by
the Kansas Dental Board as the
longest practicing hygienist in the
state.

Will pays attention to the details,
but she also takes the time to visit
with patients, office manager
Jewell Swinney said.

“She’s very good. People really
like her. She educates them on den-
tal care, and she laughs and jokes
with them,” Swinney said.

With everyone at the practice
longtime employees, going to work
is like being with family, dental as-

sistant Marilyn Peterson said, and
Will is seeing the third generation
in some families.

“She’s a good gal. She puts pa-
tients at ease,” Peterson said.

Will, 76, takes dental care very
seriously. She sees patients to go
over their oral hygiene cleaning and
teeth examination and gives in-
struction on brushing and flossing.

While regular dental appoint-
ments are important, what bothers
Will most is “pure neglect” of teeth.

She recalled a teenage patient
who refused to look in the mirror at
his stained teeth.

“I polished every other one and
showed him. He said ‘‘I can’t go
home like that.’ I said, ’Well, are
you going to brush?”’ she asked.

The boy opted to improve his
dental hygiene.

“I get angry. Then I get their at-
tention,” she said.

Will’s interest in the field was
sparked when a local dental hygien-

ist visited her Haiwatha High
School senior class in 1949.

That fall she entered the Univer-
sity of Minnesota dental hygiene
school. After graduating two years
later, Will went to work for Harry
Mosier.

“A small town was what I
wanted,” Will said.

Two years later, she married
Ralph Will, a meat cutter at a local
grocery store.

The experience at Ft. Riley While
rearing their three children, Geneva
Will worked part time. When their
youngest started school, a search for
full-time employment led her to
Fort Riley.

“It was eye-opening in some
ways. We did see some terrible
mouths. They came from all walks
of life, but they were pretty good
kids,” Will said.

Through her decades on the job,
Will said dental health has im-
proved through education on tele-

vision and in schools. “I’d say it’s
better teeth. We have fluoride, and
people are just more conscious of
their dental health,” she said.

While her three children practice
good habits, they needed some en-
couragement, as most children do.

With her being in the business,
the family obtained one of the first
electric toothbrushes in the late
1950s. They helped, she said, if they
were used properly.

When her youngest son, Jeff, was
6, he found another use for the vi-
brating brushes.

“I walked by the bathroom and
thought Boy he’s brushing a lot.’ I
went in and he was cleaning the
sink,” she said.

Since her husband died in 1996,
Will has scaled back some, but she
still works three mornings a week.

“It gives you an excuse to set the
alarm and see people,” Will said.
“I’ve always liked my work.

This is a little town, and you know
most of your patients.”

Grape growers fear
drop in temperatures

AUGUSTA, Mo. (AP) — Grape
grower Tony Kooyumjian has sen-
sors in his vineyards that sound
alarms in his house when tempera-
tures fall to just above freezing dur-
ing the growing season. He said
some farmers burn hay or light
smudgepots to keep the frost at bay.

But amid a prolonged, below-
freezing dip in temperatures, Mid-
western farmers like Kooyumjian
fear such tactics may not work, and
the cold could harshly affect the
region’s grape crop.

The number of wineries has
doubled in Missouri in the past de-
cade. In Illinois, it has grown more
than fivefold during that time. Each
state has about 1,200 acres devoted
to growing grapes and roughly 70
wineries.

So far, vineyard operators say
they have not seen damage from a
cold spell. Still, they expect an anx-
ious time through Saturday night,
playing a wait-and-see game with
the temperatures.

In southern Illinois’ Alto Pass
community, Alto Vineyards mar-
keting chief Elissa Hopkins-
Renzaglia said a drawn-out stretch
with temperatures below freezing
could be potentially devastating to
the business’ 10 acres of vineyards.

Young shoots already sprouting
from grape vines, courtesy of the
early warmth this year, could suc-

cumb to the freeze, she said. A sec-
ondary bud could follow but would
not be as fruitful, meaning lower
yields, she said.

“We are a little concerned,”
Hopkins-Renzaglia said.

———
On the Net:
http://missourigrapegrowers.org

Kylee, left,  and Riley Philipp gathered eggs during the Kiwanis
Easter egg hunt Saturday in Fike Park. There are three more
Easter egg hunts this Saturday. Colby Care Center is hosting

a community egg hunt at 9:30 a.m.; Colby Assembly of God’s
Easter egg hunt is from 1 to 2:15 p.m. and the Rexford Lions
Club is holding its egg hunt at 1:30 p.m. at Rexford City Park.
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